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COUNCIL BILL NO. GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 

AN ORDINANCE 

AMENDING the Springfield City Code, Chapter 106, Traffic and Vehicles, Article IV, In 1 
General Section 106-157, Flashing signals by adding a new subsection (3) 2 
pertaining to flashing yellow arrow signals. 3 

_______________________________ 4 
5 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SPRINGFIELD, 6 
MISSOURI, as follows, that: 7 

8 
NOTE: Language being added is underlined. 9 

10 
Section 1 – The Springfield City Code, Chapter 106, Traffic and Vehicles, Article 11 

IV, In General, Section 106-157, Flashing signals, is hereby amended by adding a new 12 
subsection (3) which subsection shall read as follows: 13 

14 

Sec. 106-157. Flashing Signals. 15 

(3) Flashing yellow (caution) arrow. When a yellow arrow is illuminated with rapid 16 
intermittent flashes, drivers of vehicles may enter the intersection to make the 17 
movement indicated by arrow only with caution and must yield to oncoming 18 
traffic.  19 

20 
Section 2 – Savings Clause. Nothing in this ordinance shall be construed to 21 

affect any suit or proceeding now pending in any court or any rights acquired or liability 22 
incurred nor any cause or cause of action occurred or existing, under any act or 23 
ordinance repealed hereby.  Nor shall any right or remedy of any character be lost, 24 
impaired, or affected by this ordinance.  25 

26 
Section 3 – This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after 27 

passage. 28 
29 

Passed at meeting: 30 
31 
32 
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33 
Mayor 34 

35 
Attest: , City Clerk 36 

37 
Filed as Ordinance: 38 

39 
40 

Approved as to form: , Assistant City Attorney 41 
42 
43 

Approved for Council action: , City Manager 44 
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EXPLANATION TO COUNCIL BILL NO: 2016- 

FILED:  07-05-16 

ORIGINATING DEPARTMENT:  Public Works 

PURPOSE:  Amending Chapter 106, Traffic and Vehicles, Article IV, Traffic Control 
Signs, Signals and Devices, Sections 106-157, for the purpose of addressing the use of 
and defining the requirements on vehicular traffic facing a flashing yellow arrow signal 
indication.   

BACKGROUND:  As specified in Section 106-151, Standards and specifications, "all 
traffic control signs, signals and devices shall conform to the most recent edition of the 
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD)."  Section 4D.18, Signal 
Indications for Permissive Only Mode (Yielding) Left-Turn Movements, of the most 
recent edition of the MUTCD, released in 2009, provides the following standard:   

"If a separate left-turn signal face is being operated in a permissive only left-turn 
mode and a flashing left-turn YELLOW ARROW signal indication is provided, it 
shall meet the following requirements: 

A. It shall be capable of displaying the following signal indications: 
• steady left-turn RED ARROW,
• steady left-turn YELLOW ARROW,
• and flashing left-turn YELLOW ARROW.
Only one of the three indications shall be displayed at any given time;  

B. During the permissive left-turn movement, a flashing left-turn YELLOW 
ARROW signal indication shall be displayed…" 

Furthermore, Section 4D.20, Signal Indications for Protected/Permissive Mode Left-
Turn Movements, of the 2009 MUTCD provides the following standard:  "If a separate 
left-turn signal face is being operated in a protected/permissive left-turn mode and a 
flashing left-turn YELLOW ARROW signal indication is provided, it shall meet the 
following requirements: 

A. It shall be capable of displaying the following signal indications:  
• steady left-turn RED ARROW,
• steady left-turn YELLOW ARROW,
• flashing left-turn YELLOW ARROW, and
• (steady) left-turn GREEN ARROW.
Only one of the four indications shall be displayed at any given time 

B. During the permissive left-turn movement, a flashing left-turn YELLOW 
ARROW signal indication shall be displayed..." 

National Cooperative Highway Research Program (NCHRP) Project 3-54, Evaluation of 
Traffic Signals for Protected/Permissive Left-Turn Control, was initiated in the mid-
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Recommended by: Approved by: 

Dan Smith, Greg Burris, City Manager 
Director of Public Works 
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