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COUNCIL BILL NO. 2016- GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 

AN ORDINANCE 

AMENDING Chapter 120, Wastewater Regulations, Article VI, Wastewater Charges 1 
and Rates, Section 120-247, Extra charges, of the Springfield City Code, 2 
by repealing Section 120-247(6) to maintain the existing surcharge for 3 
biochemical oxygen demand and total suspended solids.   4 

______________________________ 5 
6 

WHEREAS, Council Bill 2011-112S1 approved a rate increase for biochemical 7 
oxygen demand (BOD) and total suspended solids (TSS) to take effect on July 1, 2016; 8 
and  9 

10 
WHEREAS, due to a number of factors, including increased efficiencies, lower 11 

interest rates, and improved operations, revenue projections are more favorable than 12 
anticipated in the previous rate study; and  13 

14 
WHEREAS, due to updated revenue projections, staff recommends that the 15 

BOD and TSS surcharges not be increased as originally proposed. 16 
17 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 18 
SPRINGFIELD, MISSOURI, as follows, that: 19 

20 
Note:  Stricken language is to be removed. 21 

22 
23 

Section 1 – Chapter 120, Wastewater Regulations, Article VI, Wastewater 24 
Charges and Rates, Section 120-247 Extra charges, (6)  of the Springfield City Code, is 25 
hereby repealed, effective July 1, 2016, leaving the remaining Section 120-247 to read 26 
as follows: 27 

28 
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29 
Sec. 120-247. Extra charges. 30 

31 
 In order that rates and charges will be equitably related to the service 32 
rendered, the City shall, in addition to the charges set forth in section 120-33 
246, assess extra charges for biochemical oxygen demand (BOD) and total 34 
suspended solids (TSS) in excess of the amounts thereinafter set forth. The 35 
extra charges for biochemical oxygen demand and suspended solids shall 36 
be as follows: 37 

(1) 38 

The charges for TSS shall become effective July 1, 2011; Effective January 1, 39 
2012 the current BOD charges will increase as follows:  40 

a. 41 

For five-day biochemical oxygen demand in excess of 1.60 pounds for 42 
each 100 cubic feet (256 milligrams per liter) of wastewater, an additional 43 
charge of $0.222 shall be made for each such excess pound or fraction 44 
thereof.  45 

b. 46 

For total suspended solids in excess of 1.90 pounds for each 100 cubic 47 
feet (304 milligrams per liter) of wastewater, an additional charge of 48 
$0.087 shall be made for each such excess pound or fraction thereof.  49 

(2) 50 

Effective July 1, 2012: 51 

a. 52 

For five-day biochemical oxygen demand in excess of 1.60 pounds for 53 
each 100 cubic feet (256 milligrams per liter) of wastewater, an additional 54 
charge of $0.242 shall be made for each such excess pound or fraction 55 
thereof.  56 

b. 57 

For total suspended solids in excess of 1.90 pounds for each 100 cubic 58 
feet (304 milligrams per liter) of wastewater, an additional charge of 59 
$0.111 shall be made for each such excess pound or fraction thereof.  60 

(3) 61 

Effective July 1, 2013: 62 

a. 63 

For five-day biochemical oxygen demand in excess of 1.60 pounds for 64 
each 100 cubic feet (256 milligrams per liter) of wastewater, an additional 65 
charge of $0.298 shall be made for each such excess pound or fraction 66 
thereof.  67 

b. 68 

For total suspended solids in excess of 1.90 pounds for each 100 cubic 69 
feet (304 milligrams per liter) of wastewater, an additional charge of 70 
$0.115 shall be made for each such excess pound or fraction thereof.  71 
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(4) 72 

Effective July 1, 2014: 73 

a. 74 

For five-day biochemical oxygen demand in excess of 1.60 pounds for 75 
each 100 cubic feet (256 milligrams per liter) of wastewater, an additional 76 
charge of $0.353 shall be made for each such excess pound or fraction 77 
thereof.  78 

b. 79 

For total suspended solids in excess of 1.90 pounds for each 100 cubic 80 
feet (304 milligrams per liter) of wastewater, an additional charge of 81 
$0.120 shall be made for each such excess pound or fraction thereof.  82 

(5) 83 

Effective July 1, 2015: 84 

a. 85 

For five-day biochemical oxygen demand in excess of 1.60 pounds for 86 
each 100 cubic feet (256 milligrams per liter) of wastewater, an additional 87 
charge of $0.407 shall be made for each such excess pound or fraction 88 
thereof.  89 

b. 90 

For total suspended solids in excess of 1.90 pounds for each 100 cubic 91 
feet (304 milligrams per liter) of wastewater, an additional charge of 92 
$0.124 shall be made for each such excess pound or fraction thereof.  93 

(6) 94 

Effective July 1, 2016: 95 

a. 96 

For five-day biochemical oxygen demand in excess of 1.60 pounds for 97 
each 100 cubic feet (256 milligrams per liter) of wastewater, an additional 98 
charge of $0.461 shall be made for each such excess pound or fraction 99 
thereof. 100 

b. 101 

For total suspended solids in excess of 1.90 pounds for each 100 cubic 102 
feet (304 milligrams per liter) of wastewater, an additional charge of 103 
$0.128 shall be made for each such excess pound or fraction thereof. 104 

105 
106 

Section 3 – This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after passage. 107 
108 
109 

Passed at meeting: 110 
111 
112 
113 

Mayor 114 
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 115 
Attest: , City Clerk 116 

117 
Filed as Ordinance: 118 

119 
120 

Approved as to form: , Assistant City Attorney 121 
122 

Approved for Council action: , City Manager 123 
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EXPLANATION TO COUNCIL BILL NO: 2016- 

FILED: 07-05-16 

ORIGINATING DEPARTMENT:  Environmental Services 

PURPOSE: To authorize a change to Chapter 120, Wastewater Regulations, of the 
Springfield City Code to maintain the current Fiscal Year 2016 surcharge for biochemical 
oxygen demand (BOD) and total suspended solids (TSS) through Fiscal Year 2017. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:  In 2011, Council Bill 2011-112, Substitute 1 
(hereinafter CB 2011-112S1, GO#5933) amended Chapter 120 of the City Code to 
establish sewer rates for the subsequent six years. These rates were determined based 
upon a comprehensive rate study by Burns & McDonnell, Inc., and through 
recommendations from a citizen-based Wastewater Improvements Task Force.  

The approved rate increases in CB 2011-112S1 included a revision to the surcharges for 
treating high strength waste produced by certain industrial customers, including 
increased charges for industrial waste with high BOD and TSS. These rates were 
scheduled to increase gradually in order to ease the financial impact on affected 
industries. The final rate increase established under this bill was scheduled to take effect 
on July 1, 2016. 

The high strength surcharge rates scheduled to increase on July 1, 2016 are BOD, 
increasing from $0.407 per pound to $0.461 per pound, and TSS to increase from $0.124 
per pound to $0.128 per pound. However, due to a number of factors including increased 
efficiencies, lower interest rates, and improved operations, the Department of 
Environmental Services (ES) does not need the BOD and TSS rate to increase.  ES is 
proposing to hold the current BOD and TSS surcharge rates the same for FY 17 as it is for 
FY 16 by repealing, in its entirety, Section 120-247(6) the scheduled increase to this 
surcharge, as follows:   

(6) 
Effective July 1, 2016: 
a. 

For five-day biochemical oxygen demand in excess of 1.60 pounds for each 
100 cubic feet (256 milligrams per liter) of wastewater, an additional charge 
of $0.461 shall be made for each such excess pound or fraction thereof. 

b. 
For total suspended solids in excess of 1.90 pounds for each 100 cubic feet 
(304 milligrams per liter) of wastewater, an additional charge of $0.128 shall 
be made for each such excess pound or fraction thereof. 

This ordinance supports the following Field Guide 2030 goal(s): Chapter 6, Growth 
Management and Land Use; Major Goal 5, Protect and preserve our natural resources for 
future generations; Objective 5b, Maintain high water quality and increase water quantity 
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by securing and improving water resources for future generations; and Objective 5c, 
Protect our caves and karst ecosystems which contain plants, animals, and natural 
communities that depend on the surrounding land and water to thrive and survive.  
Chapter 10, Public Health; Major Goal 5, Develop and ensure safe and health 
environments both indoors and outdoors; Objective 5c, Ensure a clean and sustainable 
water supply.    

REMARKS: The Environmental Services Department recommends passage of this 
Council bill. 

Submitted by: 

_____________________________ 
Errin Kemper, P.E. 
Assistant Director of Environmental Services 

Recommended by: Approved by: 

_____________________________ ______________________________ 
Stephen Meyer, P.E. Greg Burris 
Director of Environmental Services City Manager  
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