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COUNCIL BILL NO.   2016- RESOLUTION NO. 

A RESOLUTION 

ACCEPTING the recommendations of the Hotel-Motel Tax Reallocation Committee 1 
and directing the City Manager to negotiate contracts with the 2 
Commercial Club of Springfield, Lake Country Soccer, and the History 3 
Museum on the Square for the disbursement of Hotel-Motel Tax 4 
proceeds totaling $167,000; and recommending that an additional 5 
$225,993 be allocated toward the design, planning, and cost estimate 6 
of the Expo Center renovations proposed in the Hunden Report.  7 

__________________________________ 8 
9 

WHEREAS, the voters of the City of Springfield, Missouri, approved an increase 10 
in Springfield’s Hotel-Motel Tax in 1998 for various purposes, including funding capital 11 
improvement projects for specifically named entities; and  12 

13 
WHEREAS, by passage of Special Ordinance No. 26013 on January 30, 2012, 14 

the City Council ended the payment of Hotel-Motel Tax funds to Wonders of Wildlife 15 
(“WOW”); and  16 

17 
WHEREAS, by passage of Special Ordinance No. 26127 on September 24, 18 

2012, the City Council established the Hotel-Motel Tax Reallocation Committee 19 
(“Committee”), for the purpose of receiving and reviewing applications to recommend 20 
future allocations of tax funding previously received by WOW; and 21 

22 
WHEREAS, the Committee has made its annual recommendations for City 23 

Council’s consideration, which are set out in this Resolution, and a copy of which is 24 
attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference as “Exhibit A.” 25 

26 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 27 

SPRINGFIELD, MISSOURI, as follows, that: 28 
29 

Section 1 – The City Council hereby accepts the report of the Committee and 30 
sincerely thanks its members for their efforts in reviewing applications and making 31 
recommendations to the City Council. 32 

33 
Section 2 – The recommendation made by the Committee concerning the 34 

reallocation of Hotel-Motel Tax funds, made available by the passage of Special 35 
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Ordinance No. 26127, is hereby accepted.36 
37 

Section 3 – The City Council hereby directs the City Manager, or his designee, to 38 
negotiate contracts for the distribution of such tax funds with the following entities, in the 39 
amounts and for the purposes shown. Contracts with the following entities shall be 40 
approved by City Council. 41 

42 
Organization Amount Purpose 43 

44 
Commercial Club of Springfield $15,000 Talking Telescopes 45 

46 
Lake County Soccer $52,000 Field Lighting 47 

48 
History Museum on the Square $100,000 Children’s Activity Area 49 

50 
Section 4 – City Council accepts the Committee’s recommendation that the 51 

remainder of the available funds ($225,953), be allocated toward the design, planning, 52 
and cost estimate for the Expo Center renovation and construction as identified in the 53 
Hunden Report. 54 

55 
Section 5 – The City Manager is further directed to prepare a budget adjustment 56 

associated with such contracts, said budget adjustment subject to the approval of City 57 
Council. 58 

59 
Section 6 – This Resolution shall be effective immediately upon adoption. 60 

61 
Passed at meeting: ______________________ 62 

63 
64 

_________________________________ 65 
      Mayor 66 

67 
Attest: __________________________________________, City Clerk 68 

69 
Filed as Resolution _____________________ 70 

71 
Approved as to form: _________________________________, Assistant City Attorney 72 

73 
Approved for Council action: ___________________________, City Manager 74 
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EXPLANATION TO COUNCIL BILL NO: 2016- 

FILED: 11-08-16 

ORIGINATING DEPARTMENT:  Planning and Development 

PURPOSE:  To accept the recommendations of the Hotel-Motel Tax Reallocation 
Committee and direct the City Manager to negotiate contracts with the Commercial Club 
of Springfield, Lake Country Soccer, and the History Museum on the Square for the 
disbursement of Hotel-Motel Tax proceeds totaling $167,000; and to recommend that an 
additional $225,993 be allocated toward the design, planning, and cost estimate of the 
Expo Center renovations proposed in the Hunden Report. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: In 1998, the citizens of Springfield approved a ballot 
measure to increase the City Hotel-Motel Tax rate from two percent to four and one half 
percent.  A portion of the revenue from the increase was used to make capital grants to 
nonprofit organizations for the purpose of building or renovating facilities in order to 
increase tourism, recreation, educational opportunities or boost the local economy. The 
ballot language specifically called out Dickerson Park Zoo, Gillioz Theater, Landers 
Theatre, Discovery Center and Wonders of Wildlife (“WOW”) as potential recipients of 
these funds. In 2012, the City’s agreement with WOW was terminated at WOW’s request, 
and the funds allocated to WOW became available for use by other entities that qualify 
under the terms set forth in the February 3, 1998, ballot. 

Special Ordinance No. 26127 allocated 40 percent of the WOW tax allocation to the City’s 
General Fund for the purpose of reducing the General Fund subsidy of debt related to 
Jordan Valley Park projects funded as part of the 1998 Hotel-Motel Tax referendum and 
for Mediacom Ice Park operating shortfalls. The ordinance also established the 
Hotel-Motel Tax Reallocation Committee.  The purpose of the Committee is to make 
recommendations to City Council for the reallocation of the remaining 60 percent of the 
WOW tax allocation. The amount available for reallocation in this period is $392,953.  
This includes a carryover of $115,607 from the prior year allocation. 

REMARKS: The Committee established a process for evaluating funding requests 
utilizing the criteria described in Special Ordinance No. 26127 and the original 1998 ballot 
language.  Mandatory question and answer sessions on May 9, and May 18, attracted 
ten representatives of eight organizations.  Of those eight organizations, six submitted 
Letters of Intent. The Committee solicited full applications from four of the six, noting that 
those who were not invited to submit applications had failed to meet basic project 
application criteria or had described potential projects which exhibited less benefit to the 
community. Pursuant to the Committee’s adopted process, the History Museum on the 
Square did not have to submit a Letter of Intent since it had previously applied with a 
multi-year project. Four full applications were received, including three from applicants 
who had submitted a Letter of Intent and an application from the History Museum. The 
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Committee scored the four applications and made funding recommendations based on 
the adopted project criteria. 

The Committee recommends that City Council allocate Fiscal Year 2015-2016 Hotel 
Motel Tax proceeds for funding as follows: 

Organization Amount Purpose 
Commercial Club of Springfield $15,000 Talking Telescopes 
Lake Country Soccer $52,000 Field lighting 
History Museum on the Square $100,000 Children’s Activity Area 

The Committee recommends that the remainder of available funds ($225,953) be 
allocated toward the design, planning and cost estimate for the Expo Center renovation 
and construction as identified in the Hunden Report. 

If this Resolution is adopted, City staff will negotiate contracts with the three organizations 
regarding the allocation of these funds.  Those contracts and budget adjustments will be 
subject to further Council review and approval. 

Submitted & Recommended by: Approved by: 

___________________________ 
Mary Lilly Smith, Director Greg Burris, City Manager  
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