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First Reading:  Second Reading: 

COUNCIL BILL NO.  2016- SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO. 

AN ORDINANCE 

AUTHORIZING revenue received by the City from the sales of Fire Department 1 
branded merchandise to be placed in the City’s Fire Public Education 2 
fund designated for the exclusive use of the Fire Department for 3 
public education efforts.  4 

_______________________________ 5
6

WHEREAS, the City and Fire Department acknowledge that the best way to save 7 
lives and property from fires is through prevention; and 8

9
WHEREAS, the sale of fire department branded merchandise has been used in 10 

many other communities to fund public education efforts and to promote fire 11 
departments; and  12 

13 
WHEREAS, City Code, Section 2-382 Disposition of Revenue, requires that all 14 

money received by the City from any source be placed in the general fund except as 15 
otherwise provided by law or ordinance; and  16 

17 
WHEREAS, any revenue generated by the sale of Fire Department branded 18 

merchandise should be used to fund public education efforts by the Fire Department. 19 
20 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 21 
SPRINGFIELD, MISSOURI, as follows, that: 22 

23 
Section 1 – All revenue received by the City from the sale of Fire Department 24 

branded merchandise shall be placed in the City’s Fire Public Education fund 25 
designated for the exclusive use of the Fire Department for public education efforts, 26 
provided that the amount of any general funds expended to procure such merchandise 27 
must first be reimbursed to the general fund from such revenue. 28 

29 
Section 2 – This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after 30 

passage. 31 
32 

Passed at meeting: 33 
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34 
35 

Mayor 36 
 37 
Attest: , City Clerk 38 
 39 
Filed as Ordinance: 40 

41 
 42 
Approved as to form: , Assistant City Attorney 43 

44 
 45 
Approved for Council action: , City Manager 46 
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EXPLANATION TO COUNCIL BILL NO: 2016- 

FILED: 10-25-16 

ORIGINATING DEPARTMENT: Fire 

PURPOSE: To authorize revenue from the sale of Fire Department branded merchandise 
to be placed into the City’s Fire Public Education fund designated for the exclusive use of 
the Fire Department for public education efforts. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: For decades the Fire Department has struggled to 
provide the funds necessary to support its public education efforts. Historically, the 
program was funded through federal grants and donations by local businesses. In order 
to facilitate these efforts, a dedicated fund was created into which donations that were 
specific to the fire prevention program would be directed. 

The City and Fire Department recognize the best way to save lives and property is 
through prevention. In 2012, the Fire Department converted a fire marshal position to a 
public educator position. The extra prevention efforts outpaced the donations and grants, 
quickly using up the dedicated public education funds. In the 2016 budget, City Council 
approved the addition of $15,000 per year from the General Fund toward the Fire 
Department’s prevention efforts. This funding was valuable in helping the department 
have the supplies necessary to reach all of the Springfield Public Schools, which was not 
possible previously. 

The Fire Department has examined alternative ways to ensure adequate funding for 
public education efforts. One idea that has been considered for a number of years is the 
sale of merchandise with the Fire Department brand logo. This is used in many other 
communities and serves a dual purpose: to fund public education efforts and to promote a 
fire department’s brand. The Fire Department will not sell merchandise that could be 
construed as official duty wear; instead it will sell merchandise that clearly shows it is 
non-duty wear. Historically, the Fire Department has allowed the sale of official duty 
t-shirts, but with the changing times, is altering this practice. 

Springfield City Code, Section 2-382 Disposition of Revenue, requires that all money 
received by the City from any source be placed to the credit of the general fund, except as 
otherwise provided by law or ordinance. This ordinance will authorize revenue from the 
sale of Fire Department branded merchandise to be placed into the Fire Department’s 
public education fund instead of the City’s general fund after deducting the cost of 
procuring such merchandise. 

This request supports the following Field Guide 2030 goal(s): Chapter 11, Public Safety; 
Major Goal 3, Educate citizens and promote public awareness on public safety measures 
and practices; Objective 3n, Provide fire safety education programs such as Juvenile Fire 
Setters and prevention measures on topics to include, but not limited to, child-proofing the 
home of ignitable items, burn/scald prevention, cooking safety, fire extinguishers, and 
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smoke alarms (for hearing impaired and tamper resistant); and Objective 3o, Reduce the 
number of fire incidents to all individuals with fire safety education programs to focus on 
vulnerable populations by utilizing community-based working groups.  

REMARKS: Additional funding is key to the Fire Department’s prevention efforts. This 
project is a unique way to provide some additional funds without the use of tax monies. In 
addition, the City’s Department of Public Information and Civic Engagement supports this 
Council bill because this project promotes the City’s brand in a positive manner. 

Recommended by: Approved by: 

_____________________________ ______________________________ 
David Hall, Fire Chief Greg Burris, City Manager  
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