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www.OzarksEnvironment.com 
 

 

This website includes links to area agencies, clubs, and organizations offering environmental 

and conservation educational resources. 

Postings for this website includes events, volunteer opportunities, and much, much more. 

To post your organizationôs next event, e-mail 

blucks@springfieldmo.gov 

 

 

                 

 
 

 

The Act is a response to an economic crisis unlike any since the Great Depression, and includes 

measures to modernize our nation's infrastructure, enhance energy independence, expand 

educational opportunities, preserve and improve affordable health care, provide tax relief, and 

protect those in greatest need. 
 

Locally, funding is available through the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region 7 as well 

as the Department of Energy. Below is a sampling of funds Springfield and Greene County will be 

receiving as well as plans on how they will be used. 
  

City of Springfield Public Works DepartmentðWastewater Treatment Plants 
 

 

Project #1: Spring Branch Trunk Sewer 

Funding: $3.0 Million ARRA Grant 

Description: Construction of almost 2 miles of 36ò sewer from Airport Lift station to the Sac 

River Line near the NW Treatment Plant. Benefits are removal of lift station that has been high 

maintenance and a reliability problem and lower power costs; additional capacity as well. 
 

Project #2: Ozone Generator Replacement at Southwest Plant  

Funding: $13 million ARRA Direct Loan 

$1.2 million left over SRF Funds 

Description: Project will replace aging equipment and increase capacity of disinfection by about 

50% and will potentially increase wet weather capacity of the plant by as much as 30%.   Project 

will also reduce energy consumption because of the upgrade in equipment and technology.     
 

City of Springfield Public Works Department 
 

Project: 4 Sub-Projects            

Funding: $1,664,600ðDepartment of Energy Stimulus Grant    

Description: 4 Sub-Projects Include:    

1. Compilation of ñenergy report cardsò and audits for all City-owned buildings maintained 

through Municipal Facilities section of Public Works Operations.  Budget amount: $19,635.00.  

This Energy Reduction Study will give us a more focused strategy toward reducing energy 

consumption in City buildings, and will be aimed primarily at lighting, HVAC, and building 

envelope. 

2. Retrofit Busch building HVAC system with more efficient components/systems, including 

boilers, chillers (ready completed), air handlers, pumps, and controls.  Budget amount: 

$1,122,183.00.  This should reduce energy usage at the Busch building by 243,000 kWh 

annually, and reduce gas usage by 12,000 Therms per year.   

Continue next pageé.. 

 

 

 
  

                                                                                   

$$  Stimulus Money   $$ 
The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (Recovery 

Act) was signed into law by President Obama on February 17
th
, 

2009. It is an effort to jumpstart our economy, create or save of jobs 

and put a down payment on addressing long-neglected challenges so 

our country can thrive in the 21st  century. 
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When Times Are Tough,  

The Tough Keep Going! 

      
 

In the face of the severe economic downturn and record low 

recycling markets, Springfieldôs recycling ñinfrastructureò 

remains solid.  Local processors are continuing to remain 

optimistic ï actually expanding services and facilities.  
 

The Computer Recycling Center has broken ground on a 

major expansion of their facility.  Their current 4,000 square 

foot building will be joined by the 2800 square foot 

addition, with expected completion near Christmas of this 

year.  The additional space will enable them to expand 

recycling services to community, including taking glass in 

larger volumes and increasing the volumes of Styrofoam he 

can accept, including packing peanuts plus sheet/molded 

Styrofoam packing materials. The Center is also researching 

other items and markets.  
 

Midwest Fibre has expanded their services to include single 

stream separation facilities to accommodate recently 

enhanced curbside recycling programs.  
 

New American Recycling Company, a division of 

Greenway Recycling, Inc. has added 9000 sq. feet of floor 

space and a single stream sort line, as well as expanding it 

services to further support the Cityôs plastics recycling 

program.   
 

Automated Waste now joins Allied Waste and WCA  in 

offering single-stream/commingled curbside recycling 

services which includes a greater variety of materials being 

accepted at the curb. 
 

Nestle Purina PetCare reports they now have the capability 

of accepting cardboard for the manufacture of their animal 

litter/bedding products. They also report that the addition of 

their free document shredding services has been very well 

received. 
 

New American Recyclingð417-862-9995 

Midwest Fibreð417-862-1976 

Automated Wasteð417-725-4872 

Computer Recycling Centerð417-866-2588 

www.computerrecyclingcenter.org  

Allied Wasteð417-865-1717 

www.disposal.com  

WCAð417-831-3195 

www.wcawaste.com  

Nestle Purina PetCareð866-7104 

www.biggreenbin.com  
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The Newly Updated  

ñGuide to Recyclingò  

 Now Available!  
 

 
 

The City of Springfieldôs ñGuide to Recyclingò has recently 

been updated offering both increased locations as well as 

additional items, now with more than 120 locations accepting 

a wide variety of materials for recycling.  
 

To view the updated ñGuide to Recyclingò or to download 

your own copy, visit: 
 

www.springfieldmo.gov/recycling or 

www.OzarksEnvironment.com  

 

LEAF DISPOSAL UPDATE 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Beginning November 4th and ending December 6
th
, the City 

of Springfieldôs Yardwaste Recycling Center and Lone Pine 

Recycling Center will be open on Sundays from 1pm-5pm.  

 

Winter hours for the Yardwaste Recycling Center and the 

Lone Pine and Franklin Avenue Recycling Centers will begin 

Tuesday, November 3, 2009 (the first Tuesday after the end 

of Daylight Savings Time). These facilities will be open to 

accept yardwaste and brush from 8am ï 5pm., Tuesday ï 

Saturday, with the exception of the Sundays noted above. 

They are closed on Mondays.  
 

Winter loading hours for mulch and compost products, which 

are available for sale at the Yardwaste Recycling Center, will 

be from 9am ï 4pm, Tuesday ï Saturday, and from 1pm ï 

4pm on the Sundays mentioned above. Please call the 

Recycling Hotline at 864-1904 for current availability of 

these products.                   
 

*Residents are reminded that City ordinance prohibits 

dumping of leaves and yardwaste into city streets, ditches, 

waterways, etc.   

 

For more information, log onto:  

www.springfieldmo.gov/recycling 

 

FALL HAS ARRIVED ! 
Start a Compost Pile; Clean out the Garage.  

Download your very own Fall Checklist at:   
 

www.OzarksEnvironment.com 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Continued from front pageéé. 
 

3. Refrigerator/Freezer Recycling Program administered 

by City Utilities*.  Budget amount $400,000, plus an 

estimated $119,000 from City Utilities.  

4. Retrofit Historic City Hall HVAC with more efficient 

HVAC components, primarily air handlers and 

controls.  Budget amount $122,782.00.   
* Through this program, CU will provide an incentive to 

customers to retire older, energy-wasting refrigerators and 

freezers, and will ensure that the appliances are recycled in 

an environmentally sound manner.  In separate grant action, 

the U.S. Department of Transportation awarded $2,878,526 

to CU for improvements in the Paratransit fleet and bus 

maintenance facilities, along with $41,383 for natural gas 

fire safety education and training.   
 

Greene County, Missouri 
Project: Energy Efficiency & Conservation  

                        Block Grant (EECBG) 

Funding: $433,700  

Description: Greene County will install energy efficient 

HVAC systems in the certified buildings, as well as use 

energy efficient and recycled materials to maximize energy 

performance.  The Archives Building and the Public Safety 

Coordination Center are the two facilities where the grant 

will be implemented. 
 

Ozarks Center for Sustainable Solutions/Ozarks 

Clean Air Alliance 
 

Project #1: ARRA National Metropolitan Clean Diesel   

                        Subgrant 

Funding: $702,357  

Description:     The Ozarks Center for Sustainable Solutions 

at Drury University was awarded the funding on behalf of 

the Ozarks Clean Air Alliance to administer to Southwest 

Missouri school districts for projects to reduce diesel 

emissions from school buses.  The schools participating in 

the grant include Branson, Cassville, Crane, Fair Grove, 

Fair Play, Joplin, Neosho, Republic, Strafford and Willard.  

The project will replace 13 older buses with newer, cleaner, 

buses and retrofit 98 buses with cleaner emissions devices. 
 

Project #2: ARRA State Clean Diesel Subgrant 

Funding: $412,441 

Description:     The Ozarks Center for Sustainable Solutions 

(OCSS) at Drury University was awarded the funding on 

behalf of the Ozarks Clean Air Alliance to administer the 

project in Southwest Missouri.  The project was to 

administer diesel emission reduction projects throughout 

the Springfield and Southwest Missouri area.  The project 

will  specifically target the following counties: Cedar, Polk, 

Dallas, Barton, Dade, Greene, Webster, Christian, Jasper, 

Newton, McDonald, Lawrence, Barry, Stone and Taney.  

OCSS published grant requests for proposals from private 

and public diesel fleets in the region.   

Continue next columné. 

A random drawing of the proposals was held in October.  

Three public fleets and 11 private fleets were awarded 

funding for projects that will reduce diesel pollution from 

their vehicles. 
 

Ozark Greenways, Inc. 
 

Project:  Frisco Highline Trail-Surface    

                           Improvements. 

Funding: Greene County Section $222,334 / Polk   

                        County Section $168,000 

Description:     To make surface and asphalt improvements 

to the trail surface for safety, and encouraged increased 

multi-uses for both counties. To develop a new trailhead in 

Polk County. 
 

Compressed Natural Gas Fueling Station Project 
 

 

 

                                         
 

 

On October 1, 2009, Congressman Roy Blunt announced 

that the U.S. House of Representatives had adopted the 

Energy and Water Appropriations Conference report for 

2010, which includes a centralized government Compressed 

Natural Gas (CNG) fueling station in Springfield.  

Congressman Blunt secured $700,000 as a first installment 

for an estimated $2.2 million project.  The Senate has since 

adopted the measure, as well. 
 

The project is envisioned to provide for both slow and fast 

fill fueling stations and conversions of gasoline-fueled 

vehicles to run on CNG. The equipment to be converted can 

come from the City, and other public agencies, such as 

Greene County, City Utilities, MoDot, Springfield R-12 and 

Missouri State University.  
 

CNG is a clean burning, high octane fuel that produces 60%-

90% less smog producing pollutants and 30%-40% less 

greenhouse gas emissions than either gasoline or diesel fuels, 

thus providing for cleaner air to breathe.  In addition, CNGôs 

clean burning properties help improve engine life.  The use 

of CNG will reduce our dependence on foreign sources of 

fuel as the North American continent has an abundance of 

natural gas reserves. 
 

A meeting to discuss project goals with prospective 

stakeholders is scheduled for 3 p.m., Tuesday, Nov. 17, 

2009, in the 1
st
 floor conference rm., Busch Municipal Bldg., 

840 Boonville Avenue.    
 

For more information, feel free to contact Phil Broyles with 

the City of Springfield Public Works Department at: 
 

864-1950 or e-mail at: 

pbroyles@springfieldmo.gov 

  
 

http://www.computerrecyclingcenter.org/
http://www.disposal.com/
http://www.wcawaste.com/
http://www.biggreenbin.com/
http://www.springfieldmo.gov/recycling
http://www.ozarksenvironment.com/
http://www.springfieldmo.gov/recycling
http://www.ozarksenvironment.com/
mailto:pbroyles@springfieldmo.gov


      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Itôs Grant Time Again! 
 

  
 

When the leaves start to fall, it must be time for érecycling 

grants? Absolutely! The 2010 grant cycle for Solid Waste 

District ñOò is underway, and we are now accepting 

applications for District Grants designed to provide or 

enhance recycling and/or waste reduction services and 

programs. Projects eligible for funding must: 
 

1. Be located within our five-county service regionð

Christian, Dallas, Greene, Polk, and Webster. 

2. Provide safe, reliable, and cost effective 

(efficient/affordable) recycling and/or waste reduction 

services/programs. 

3. Meet all other requirements from Solid Waste 

Management District ñOò and the Missouri Department 

of Natural Resources Solid Waste Management Program 

as outlined in the application package. 
 

Applications will be accepted until noon through December 

31
st
, 2009, so if you have a recycling/waste diversion project 

in mind, contact us right away! For more information, 

contact: 

Rhonda Gulley-Administrative Assistant, District ñOò 

417-868-4197  

Or write to: 

Solid Waste District ñOò 

Attn: 2008 Grant Application Request 

940 Boonville Ave Room 305 

Springfield, MO  65802 
 

*Applications should be submitted to this same address and 

will NOT be accepted via fax or e-mail. 

 
City of Springfield Wastewater Treatment 

Facilities Earn Performance Award 
 

                                       
 

The city of Springfield has earned a Gold Peak Performance 

Award from the National Association of Clean Water 

Agencies for its wastewater treatment facilities. The two 

Facilities - the Southwest and Northwest Treatment Plants ï 

achieved 100 percent compliance with their National 

Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permits for 2008. On 

average, more than 39 million gallons of wastewater are 

collected and treated everyday in Springfield. 

For more information, log onto: 

www.springfieldmo.gov/sanitary 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Show-Me Yards and 

Neighborhoods Workshops 
 

 
 

 

The popular Show-Me Yards & Neighborhoods 2009 

workshops drew nearly 100 lawn care professionals and over 

80 homeowners.  
 

Show-Me Yards & Neighborhoods is an educational program 

designed to raise awareness about the role urban storm water 

runoff plays in the water quality of nearby streams, creeks, 

rivers, and lakes. Through voluntary educational activities, 

SMY&N offers environmentally responsible alternatives to 

traditional lawn care and construction practices that 

contribute to the runoff of contaminants and excess nutrients. 

SMY&N also recognizes and commends individuals and 

professionals who put the SMY&N techniques into practice - 

homeowners can earn an attractive yard sign and 

professionals can become certified. SMY&N is a part of the 

Choose Environmental Excellence program. 
 

Springfield was pioneer in developing the Show Me Yards 

and Neighborhoods program in Missouri, which originated in 

Florida several years ago in response to polluted runoff 

problems in the Everglades.  The Springfield SMY&N has 

been used as a model by Columbia and Jefferson City to 

develop programs to address runoff concerns in those cities.   

 

The program has made an impact in Greene County and 

Springfield.  Nearly 100 companies, institutions, and 

organizations have completed the Show-Me Yards & 

Neighborhoods Lawn Care Professionals Certification 

Program.  Homeowners who participate in practices that 

reduce the impact of storm water runoff join the ñShow Me 

Yardò program. 
 

Those interested in the Show-Me Yards & Neighborhoods 

program or for a listing of Show-Me Yards & Neighborhoods 

Professionals, please call: 
 

Barbara Lucks at 864-2006 or visit: 
 

http://www.springfieldmo.gov/community/smyn/.  

 
Tips for Preparing your Garden for Winter  

 

Test Your Soil 
To ensure your soil is ready for next spring, have it tested to 

determine which nutrients are missing. 

Plant Bulbs Indoors and Out 
Provided your ground is not covered with snow, there's still 

time to plant bulbs for a spring show. 
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Holiday Waste Reduction Tips 
 
 

    As the holiday season approaches, statistics show that solid waste (trash) generation skyrockets. The City of Springfieldôs 

Solid Waste Management Division has a number of suggestions to reduce holiday waste. 

 Food waste during the period between Halloween and New Years, is the highest of any time during the    

      year.   

o Before you prepare the holiday meals, take a head count and adjust the amount of food accordingly to avoid waste.   

o Holiday cooks are also advised to use extra care to properly dispose of grease generated by large holiday meals so 

that it doesnôt create problems in the Cityôs sewer lines.  

o Be creative with left-overs. 

 Holiday cooks are also advised to use extra care to properly dispose of grease generated by large holiday meals so that it 

doesnôt create problems in the Cityôs sewer lines.  Never pour grease down the drain. Even if you run hot water down the 

line, the grease cools and solidifies as it moves through the sewer line.  Hot water will not solve the problem!  

o Pour grease into a metal or glass container and place in the trash. You can also line your container by pouring 

cooled grease into a plastic bag.  You may also use a heat-resistant liner.  

o A lid is required on a container holding liquid grease.  Containers that contain solid grease do not need a lid.  

o Scrape food and grease from dishes and pans prior to washing.  This type of waste also can be placed in the trash.  

o To receive a copy of a brochure on ñfat-free sewersò, contact:  Randy Lyman, Public Works Department, Sanitary 

Services Division, 864-1921.   

 Reduce and reuse wrapping 

o Make the wrapping a part of the gift; for example, wrap a kitchen utensil in a new kitchen towel.  

o When shopping, consolidate purchases into one big bag, rather than getting a new bag at each stop. 

o Decorate brown paper sacks as wrap using rubber stamps, recycled Christmas cards, or drawings. 

o Consider using paper that can easily be recycled, such as old comic sections, old maps, childrenôs art work. 

 Save gift bags, boxes, bows and ribbons for reuse next year. 

 Recycle wrap and packing materials 

o Paperboard (example: wrapping paper rolls and cardboard) are easily recycled at the City of Springfieldôs Recycling 

Centers.  Christmas gift wrap also is accepted - no plastic and no foil. Call the Recycling Hotline (864-1904) or visit 

the Cityôs web site  for locations and hours of operation  

 (www.springfieldmo.gov/recycling). 

o Styrofoam packing peanuts can be recycled in several locations in Springfield.  Call the Cityôs Recycling Hotline 
(864-1904) or visit the website listed above for information. 

 If youôre replacing old, used items with new ones, donate clothes and useable household items to local charities. 

 Reduce holiday toxics 

o Do not burn wrapping paper - the colored paper contains lead and other heavy metals. 

o Make sure your home is ñchildproofò when young visitors come: put cleaners and pesticides out of reach; donôt leave 

alcohol, perfume or after-shave under the tree. 

o Do not use imported, decorative candles that emit black smoke - this often indicates the presence of lead in the wick. 

o Bubble lights can contain a toxic liquid; bulbs can cause burns - donôt leave young children alone with decorated 

trees. 

o Mistletoe is highly toxic to children and pets - use artificial rather than the real thing. Other plants with toxic or 

irritating characteristics include: amaryllis (bulb), balsam, cedar, Christmas cactus, Christmas rose, elderberry, 

English Ivy, holly, juniper, narcissus (bulb) and several types of lily. 

 Reduce litter  

o Make sure your trash is bagged securely so it doesnôt blow out of trash-collection vehicles. 

o Did Santa leave you a new computer or other electronic surprise ï donôt throw the old one in the trash ï have it 

recycled and disposed of properly at the Computer Recycling Center ï 866-2588. 
 

More information on recycling, including Christmas trees, is available at the Cityôs Recycling Hotline at 864-1904 or on 

the City Web site:  www.springfieldmo.gov/recycling.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Solid Waste Management Division 

Recycling Hotline  
864-1904 

http://www.springfieldmo.gov/sanitary
http://www.springfieldmo.gov/community/cee_newsletter.html
http://www.springfieldmo.gov/community/smyn/
http://www.springfieldmo.gov/recycling
http://www.springfieldmo.gov/recycling
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Fifth  Annual Environmental/Conservation 

Education Summit Held August 18 
 

 

 

 

 
 

The Fifth Annual Environmental/Conservation Education 

Summit was held at the Springfield Conservation Nature 

Center on August 18.  Thirty-five delegates representing a 

total of thirty entities attended the half-day session.   
 

The Summit is sponsored by Springfield/Greene County 

Choose Environmental Excellence and facilitated by CEE 

Project Coordinator Barbara Lucks.   
 

Each organization represented had an opportunity to give 

updates of their projects and activities. As with previous 

Summits, attendees took advantage of the meeting to seek out 

partners for upcoming events, trade wish lists and identify 

projects/programs that lend themselves to collaborate efforts. 
  
For more information, the proceedings of the Summit will be 

available on www.OzarksEnvironment.com 
 

 

US Green Building Council and LEED 
 

                   
 

The US Green Building Council ï Missouri Heartland 

Chapter is hosting a series of study sessions through January 

5, 2010 on LEED version 3, just released by the US Green 

Building Council (USGBC) this past June. 
 

LEED is an internationally recognized green building 

certification system, providing third-party verification that a 

building or community was designed and built using 

strategies aimed at improving performance across all the 

metrics that matter most: energy savings, water efficiency, 

CO2 emissions reduction, improved indoor environmental 

quality, and stewardship of resources and sensitivity to their 

impacts. 
 

Developed by the U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC), 

LEED provides building owners and operators a concise 

framework for identifying and implementing practical and 

measurable green building design, construction, operations 

and maintenance solutions.   
 

For more information on the  

US Green Building Council, log onto: 

www.usgbc.org   

City of Springfield  

Storm Water Services Update 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Parks Waterways to Get Some TLC 
 

Several of Springfieldôs favorite parks were founded along 

the banks of the Cityôs streams and lakes which provide 

much of the character of these special places.  Over time 

however, these streams and lakes have become plagued with 

bank erosion, algae and other issues in need of attention.   
 

The 5-year ¼ cent Parks/Waterways sales tax approved by 

voters in 2006 provides funding to address these issues as 

well as other water quality issues in the watersheds of these 

streams and lakes.  In 2010-2011 improvements will be 

completed at Fassnight, Doling, Sequiota, and Close Parks, 

and Dickerson Park Zoo to address the condition of the 

waterways, construct rain gardens and other storm water 

practices, and provide improved park amenities and passive 

education opportunities.  Concept plans can be viewed at: 
 

www.springfieldmo.gov/stormwater. 
 

Another Storm Drain Becomes Art 
 

Knial Piper and his brother Keaton Piper are at it again, 

creating another unique painting that helps to educate the 

public on storm water. Knial first contacted the City with 

this idea in 2008 and completed his first painting "Water 

Clean=Tree Green" on Jefferson at Park Central East. This 

time he is joined by his younger brother Keaton in their 

collaborative work "Don't Clog the Frog" on South Avenue 

at McDaniel.  Photos can be viewed at: 
 

www.springfieldmo.gov/stormwater. 
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Water Education for Teachers  

(WET) Update 
 

 

 

Project WET (Water Education for Teachers) has had a 

successful 2009 with several workshops offered around the 

state.  In southwest Missouri and the Springfield area, WET 

workshops were held in April 2009 at the Conservation 

Nature Center and October 2009 at the Christian County Soil 

and Water Conservation District office.  The WET workshops 

were well attended by area teachers and environmental 

educators. 
 

Springfield Public Schools also hosted a Project workshop 

this year, and a short session using the secondary Project 

WET publication Healthy Water, Healthy People was offered 

at their professional development days this fall. 
 

In addition, Project WET supports county Soil and Water 

Conservation Districts as they sponsor the Envirothon 

competition for high school students at the local level and at 

state competition.  Envirothon is composed of 5 areasð

Forestry, Wildlife, Soils, Aquatics and a Current Issue.  This 

yearôs topic for the Current Issue and for the studentsô Oral 

Presentations is about both water quality and water quantity 

issues surrounding groundwater. 
 

Plans for the next upcoming Project WET workshop in April 

2010 are underwayðit will be held on the north side of 

Springfield/Greene County.  Another workshop in Harrison, 

Arkansas in June 2010 will be a joint project between 

Missouri Project WET and Arkansas Project WET.  If you 

would like more information about upcoming workshops or 

Project WET, please contact Erica Cox at 

EricaCox@missouristate.edu or 417-836-4337. 

                              

Sixth Annual FreeWheelinô Friday 
 

 
 

FreeWheelinô Friday is an annual ñfield trip for teachersò 

event sponsored by the Interpreterôs Coalition of Greene 

County.  Participants are transported to various educational 

sites throughout the area and receive information about 

informal learning opportunities that can be utilized to 

supplement classroom curriculum.  The day also includes 

snacks, lunch, and a wrap-up reception at the end of the day.  

In the six years the event has been offered, approximately 360 

classroom teachers from throughout the region have 

participated in the event. 

 

Solar Lights Shine in Galloway 
Underpass 

 

 
  

The sun is now helping shed some light inside the 

Battlefield Road underpass on Galloway Creek 

Greenway. Weôve now entered the world of solar lighting, 

thanks to the brain-power of our engineer, Jeff Bentley, 

of Hood-Rich Architects and Engineers! Jeff explored 

options and experimented until he found just the right 

system that would meet the needs. (Thanks, Jeff!)  
 

The equipment was designed and purchased from, 

SEPCO, based in Florida. The system was installed by 

local solar advocate Power Source Solar. City Utilities 

donated the pole. Hood-Rich donated the engineering. 

The solar power assembly (panels, batteries, and 

controller) that was installed generates 170 watts with full 

sun, and cost about $3200. The panels and controller 

should last at least 20 years; the batteries may need to be 

replaced sooner.  
 

The next time youôre cruising through the tunnel, let 
Greenways know what you think. Theyôre also looking 
for a donor or two who would like to have their name 
attached to this new feature as well as other trail 
underpasses. Hopefully, theyôll be able to install similar 
solar systems to brighten up other dim underpasses. 
 

For more information, log onto: 
 

www.ozarkgreenways.org 
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