








 



 
 
May 21, 2008 
 
Deborah Steckley 
U.S. E.P.A. 
Office of Brownfields and Land Revitalization  
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW,  
Washington, DC 20460 
 
Dear Ms. Steckley: 
 
Subject: Brownfields Sustainability Pilots 
 
I am writing on behalf of Great Lakes Environmental Planning, Inc. to 
express my strong support for the City of Springfield’s Commercial 
Street Site application.  
 
GLEP and USEPA Region 7 worked with the City of Springfield to host 
the Midwest Summit on the Sustainable Reuse of Brownfields on 
March 6 – 8, 2007.  The aim of the Summit was to promote 
sustainability in local planning.  Commercial Street was one of three 
case studies that participants toured and explored possibilities for 
sustainability through a charrette process.  Although this was an 
excellent educational exercise for participants, the district itself did not 
receive the benefit that the focused expertise that an environmental 
professional could provide with careful study on the district.   
 
Our impression of the Commercial Street Historic District was that it 
has the potential to provide an outstanding example for sustainable 
redevelopment of brownfields property.  It has charming historic 
structures that cannot be replicated with today’s construction practices. 
The district is at a crucial point in the redevelopment process where a 
little bit of strategic assistance would have a significant impact. 
Contractual technical assistance would facilitate the development of a 
sustainable design that might otherwise be lost due to lack of 
knowledge and perceived cost.  It would also be a logical extension of 
the Summit’s efforts and would be a good success story to use when 
attempting to promote the diffusion of sustainability in mid-size 
communities similar to Springfield.    
 
Please feel free to contact me at (847)-831-9142, to discuss this 
further. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
  

  
Eugene Goldfarb, MUP, JD, AICP 
Principal            




