
DUST (WIND EROSION) CONTROL 

 

CATEGORY: Erosion Control 

USE GROUP: Temporary 

ISSUED: 10-1-2008 

DEFINITION AND PURPOSE: 

Wind erosion control consists of applying water and/or other dust palliatives as necessary to prevent or 
alleviate erosion by the forces of wind.  Dust control shall be applied at all sites.  Alternatives to 
applying water or other dust palliatives include vegetative cover, wind barriers, minimization of soil 
disturbance, spray on adhesives, and chemical treatment. 

APPROPRIATE APPLICATIONS: 

This practice is implemented on all exposed soils 
subject to wind erosion. 

CONDITIONS FOR EFFECTIVE USE: 

Effectiveness depends on soil, temperature, 
humidity and wind velocity. 

WHEN BMP IS TO BE INSTALLED: 

Routinely, especially in advance of and during 
periods of dry weather. Water truck used for dust control 

STANDARDS AND SPECIFICATIONS: 

Water shall be applied by means of pressure-type distributors or pipelines equipped with a spray system 
or hoses and nozzles that will ensure even distribution.  Phase work to the extent practical to minimize 
concurrent areas of soil disturbance.  For areas not subjected to traffic, vegetation provides the most 
practical method of dust control and should be established as early as possible.  Wind barriers such as 
solid board fences, snow fences, burlap fences, crate walls, and similar materials can be used to control 
air currents and blowing soil.  Barriers placed at right angles to prevailing wind currents at intervals of 
about 10 times their height are effective in controlling soil blowing.  Paved areas that have soil on them 
from construction sites should be cleaned continuously, at least daily, utilizing a street sweeper or 
bucket type endloader or scraper.  Mulching offers a fast and effective means of controlling dust when 
properly applied.  Binders and tackifiers should be used on organic mulches.  NOTE: If calcium chloride 
or spray-on adhesives are used for dust control, a permit may be required from MoDNR. 

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE PROCEDURES: 

Check areas that have been protected to ensure coverage. 

SITE CONDITIONS FOR REMOVAL: 

Dust control should be implemented while soils are exposed at the project. 

TYPICAL DETAILS: 

Not Applicable 
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