
CATEGORY: Erosion Control 

USE GROUP: Temporary or Permanent 

ISSUED: 10-1-2008 SEEDING 

 

DEFINITION AND PURPOSE: 

Establishment of vegetation by spreading grass seed designed to protect exposed soil from erosion by 
eliminating direct impact of precipitation and slowing overland flow rates.  Once established, the 
vegetative cover will also filter pollutants from the runoff. 

APPROPRIATE APPLICATIONS: 

Exposed soil after a phase of rough or finish grading has been completed, or areas where no activity will 
occur for 14 days. 

CONDITIONS FOR EFFECTIVE USE: 

Type of Flow:  Sheet flow and concentrated flow (additional stabilization is necessary). 

Minimum Rates: See attached chart. 

Acceptable Dates: See attached chart. 

WHEN BMP IS TO BE INSTALLED: 

Immediately after rough or finished grading is completed. 

STANDARDS AND SPECIFICATIONS: 

Install upstream BMPs to protect area to be seeded.  Complete grading and remove all debris larger than 
1 inch.  Loosen compacted soils to a depth of 4 inches.  Groove or furrow on the contour if necessary.  
Spread loose topsoil at a depth of 4 inches.  Mix soil amendments (lime, fertilizer, etc.) into the top 4 
inches of soil.  Plant seed ¼ to ½ inches deep using a cyclone seeder, drill, cultipacker seeder, or hydro-
seeder.  Roll lightly to firm surface.  Cover seeded area with mulch.  Install additional stabilization 
(erosion control blankets, netting, bonded fiber matrix, etc.) on slopes steeper than 3:1 and in areas of 
concentrated flow.  Water immediately-enough to soak 4 inches into the soil without causing runoff. 

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE PROCEDURES: 

Inspect at least every two weeks and after every storm.  Protect seeded areas from vehicular and foot 
traffic.  Reseed and mulch areas that have not sprouted within 21 days of planting.  Repair damaged or 
eroded areas and reseed/mulch and stabilize as needed.  Do not mow until 4 inches of growth occurs.  
During the first 4 months, mow no more than 1/3 the grass height.  Seeded areas should be maintained 
for one year following permanent seeding to ensure a healthy lawn. 

SITE CONDITIONS FOR REMOVAL: 

Does not require removal, temporary vegetation may be removed prior to work returning to an area. 

TYPICAL DETAILS: 

See attached “Vegetation Requirements Chart” (EC-7). 
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