
WASHDOWN STATION 

 

CATEGORY: Tracking Control 

USE GROUP: Temporary 

ISSUED: 10-1-2008 

DEFINITION AND PURPOSE: 

An area located at stabilized construction access points to remove sediment from tires and 
undercarriages, and to prevent sediment from being transported onto public roadways. 

APPROPRIATE APPLICATIONS: 

Tire washes may be used on construction sites where dirt and mud tracking onto public roads by 
construction vehicles may occur. 

CONDITIONS FOR EFFECTIVE USE: 

Downstream BMP sized appropriately to treat dirty runoff from the washdown station.  Requires a 
supply of wash water.  Requires a turnout or doublewide exit to avoid having entering vehicles drive 
through the wash area. 

WHEN BMP IS TO BE INSTALLED: 

Installed along with the stabilized construction entrance/exit, prior to vehicles or equipment accessing 
unpaved areas. 

STANDARDS AND SPECIFICATIONS: 

Grade and compact area for drainage under washdown pad.  Install wash rack, which should be designed 
and constructed/manufactured for anticipated traffic loads.  Provide a drainage ditch, grade that will 
convey the runoff from the wash area to a sediment trapping device.  The drainage ditch should be of 
sufficient grade, width, and depth to carry the wash runoff.  Install water supply and hose.  Post sign in 
advance of station indicating that all exiting vehicles and equipment must use the station prior to exiting 
the site. 

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE PROCEDURES: 

Remove accumulated sediment in wash rack and/or sediment trap on a daily basis to maintain system 
performance.  Repair any areas that have settled.  Replace rock if necessary to maintain a clean surface. 

SITE CONDITIONS FOR REMOVAL: 

Remove when vehicles and equipment will no longer access unpaved areas. 

TYPICAL DETAILS: 

TC-4 

 
W A S H D O W N   S T A T I O N   TC‐4 


