Traffic Signals May

Not Eliminate Colli-

...In fact, in most instances,
the number of collisions in-
crease after signals are
Installed.

The Manual on Uniform Traffic
Control Devices suggests that signals
should not be installed under the prem-
ise of reducing collisions, unless five or
more right-angle type occur per year.
Studies indicate that an increase in total
collisions should be expected at inter-
sections having fewer than five right-
angle collisions per year prior to signali-
zation.

The purpose of signals is to improve
overall traffic flow. Signals can be help-
ful in reducing right-angle collisions un-
der certain circumstances, but almost
always result in an increase in other
types of collisions such as rear-end and
left turn collisions. As well, signals can
also give pedestrians a false sense of
security.
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For more information:

417-864-1980
http://www.springfieldmo.gov/traffic
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