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AUTHORIZING the issuance of Conditional Use Permit No. 437 for the purpose of
allowing an electronic message center sign in the R-SF, Residential
Single-Family District, generally located at 1551 East Portland Street.
___________________________________
WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 36-363 of the Land Development Code of the
City of Springfield, Missouri, City Council may grant permits for certain types of uses in
certain zoning districts; and
WHEREAS, an application for a Conditional Use Permit to allow an electronic
message center sign in a R-SF, Residential Single-Family District has been received;
and
WHEREAS, the Planning and Zoning Commission held a properly noticed public
hearing, and the Commission found that the necessary conditions existed for issuance
of a Conditional Use Permit; and
WHEREAS, City Council finds that sufficient evidence has been presented to
satisfy the applicable standards contained in City Code for issuance of a Conditional
Use Permit; and
WHEREAS, the granting of such permit is deemed proper and beneficial to the
welfare of the City of Springfield, Missouri.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
SPRINGFIELD, MISSOURI, as follows, that:
Section 1 – A Conditional Use Permit, generally referred to as Conditional Use
Permit No. 437, is hereby granted in accordance with the provisions of Section 36-363
of the Land Development Code for the property described on “Exhibit B,” which is
attached hereto and incorporated herein by this reference, and generally located at
1551 East Portland Street. Said Conditional Use Permit is issued so as to allow an
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electronic message center sign in the R-SF, Residential Single-Family District at the
location described in “Exhibit B.”
Section 2 – Building permits and certificates of occupancy may be issued by the
City consistent with the regulations and standards described in “Exhibit A,” which is
attached hereto and incorporated herein by this reference, which shall govern and
control the use and development of the land described in “Exhibit B.”
Section 3 – Any violation of the requirements of this Ordinance shall be grounds
for the revocation of Conditional Use Permit No. 436.
Section 4 – This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after
passage only so long as the Property and any improvements thereon conform to the
conditions and requirements described in this Ordinance.
Passed at meeting:
Mayor
Attest:

, City Clerk

Filed as Ordinance:
Approved as to form:

, Assistant City Attorney

Approved for Council action:

, City Manager
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EXPLANATION TO COUNCIL BILL 2019-185
FILED: 08-06-19
ORIGINATING DEPARTMENT: Planning and Development
PURPOSE: Authorizing the issuance of Conditional Use Permit No. 437 for the purpose
of allowing an electronic message center sign in the R-SF, Residential Single-Family
District, generally located at 1551 East Portland Street.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT NUMBER 437
The applicant is requesting approval for a Conditional Use Permit to allow an electronic
message center sign in a R-SF, Residential Single-Family District, generally located at
1551 East Portland Street. The Zoning Ordinance requires a Conditional Use Permit for
electronic message center signs associated with nonresidential uses located in nonbusiness areas. The applicant has requested the proposed electronic message center
sign to replace the church’s existing detached sign along E. Portland Street. The
proposed sign will match the dimensions of the church’s existing detached sign.
The purpose of the review is to determine whether the proposed location of the use or
structure is appropriate and whether it will be designed and located so as to avoid,
minimize, or mitigate any potentially adverse effects upon the community or other
properties in its vicinity. The applicant has provided responses to the standards for
Conditional Use Permits.
CONDITIONS:
1.

The regulations and standards listed on “Exhibit A” shall govern and control the
use and development of the land in Conditional Use Permit Number 437 in a
manner consistent with the attached sign rendering (“Exhibit D - Attachment 6”).

2.

The proposed electronic message center sign shall be located and constructed in
substantial conformance to the attached sign location map and rendering.

FINDINGS FOR STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
1. This application meets the approval standards for a Conditional Use Permit and
is in conformance with the intent and purpose of standards for electronic
message center signs located in non-business areas.
2. Approval of this request will provide for the productive use of the subject property
which is already served with public infrastructure and services and is not
expected to adversely impact the surrounding properties.
The Planning and Zoning Commission held a public hearing on July 11, 2019, and
recommended approval, by a vote of 6 to 1, of the proposed conditional use permit on
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the tract of land described on the attached sheet (see the attached “Exhibit C,” Record
of Proceedings).
REMARKS:
The Planning and Development staff recommends the application be approved with the
following conditions (see the attached Development Review Staff Report).
Submitted by:
__________________________
Kyle McGinnis, Senior Planner

Recommended by:

Approved by:

_____________________________
Mary Lilly Smith, Director

______________________________
Jason Gage, City Manager

EXHIBITS:
Exhibit A, Requirements for Conditional Use Permit 437
Exhibit B, Legal Description
Exhibit C, Record of Proceeding
Exhibit D, Development Review Staff Report
ATTACHMENTS:
Attachment 1, Department Comments for Conditional Use Permit 437
Attachment 2, Requirements for Conditional Use Permit 437
Attachment 3, Standards for Conditional Use Permit 437
Attachment 4, Neighborhood Meeting Summary
Attachment 5, Sign Location
Attachment 6, Existing and Proposed Signs
Attachment 7, Resident Concerns
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Exhibit A
REQUIREMENTS FOR CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 437
1.

The electronic message center sign is permitted provided it is in substantial
conformance with Attachment 6 and Section 36-454 (8).

2.

The site shall meet all other standards of the Zoning Ordinance and other
applicable ordinances.
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Exhibit B

LEGAL DESCRIPTION
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT NUMBER 437
BEGINNING AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER OF
THE SOUTHEAST QUARTER (NW1/4 SE1/4) OF SECTION THIRTY (30), TOWNSHIP
TWENTY-NINE (29), RANGE TWENTY-ONE (21), THENCE NORTH 10 CHAINS,
THENCE WEST 10 CHAINS, THENCE SOUTH 10 CHAINS, THENCE EAST 10
CHAINS TO THE PLACE OF BEGINNING, EXCEPT THE NORTH 341.77 FEET
THEREOF, AND EXCEPT ANY PART TAKEN FOR STREETS, IN THE CITY OF
SPRINGFIELD, GREENE COUNTY, MISSOURI.
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Exhibit C

RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT NUMBER 437
Planning and Zoning Commission July 11, 2019
Conditional Use Permit 437
1551 East Portland Street
Applicant: Westminster Presbyterian Church
Mr. Hosmer stated that this is a request to approve an electronic message center sign in
a R-SF, Residential Single-Family District located at 1551 East Portland Street. The
request is to approve a Conditional Use Permit to allow Westminster Presbyterian
Church to replace its existing sign-face with a digitally electronic message sign EMC.
The Comprehensive Plan identifies this property as appropriate for community uses
(churches). Portland Street is classified as a collector roadway. There are residential
districts and uses adjacent to the property. However, the sign is not oriented towards
the south, or towards the single-family homes. This application meets the approval
standards for a Conditional Use Permit and is in conformance with the intent and
purpose of standards for electronic message center (EMC) sign in a Single-Family
Residential District. The EMC signs fronting on a local or collector street shall be
subject to a conditional use permit for nonresidential uses, subject to the following
limitations:
• Limited to static images only. Such static images shall hold on the display for a
period of at least eight seconds before transitioning to another static image. The
uses of frame effects and animation are prohibited.
• The use of flashing is specifically prohibited in all locations.
• Automatic dimming technology that automatically adjusts the sign's brightness in
direct correlation with ambient light conditions.
• No such signs shall exceed a brightness level of 0.3 foot-candles above ambient
light.
• The electronic message center portion of the detached sign shall not exceed 40%
(percent) of the proposed sign copy area.
Staff recommends approval.
Ms. Melissa Cox asked how City staff insures that the sign (specs) is installed correctly.
Mr. Hosmer noted that there will be inspections during construction.
Mr. King Coltrin asked Mr. Hosmer to send out e-mails/correspondence directing them
to current signs that are similarly proposed so that Commission members can see a
sample.
Mr. Doennig opened the public hearing.
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Mr. William Piston, 828 S. Delaware Avenue, representing Westminster Church and
here to answer any questions.
Mr. Randall Doennig as about the settings on the old sign at night.
Mr. William Piston stated that he is not sure of the lumens and the new sign would only
have the words lite up, versus the current sign that is entirely lit up.
Mr. Doennig closed the public hearing.
COMMISSION ACTION:
Ms. Cox motioned to approve Conditional Use Permit 437 (1551 East Portland Street).
Mr. Coltrin seconded the motion. Ayes: Coltrin, Shuler, Broekhoven, Cox, Jobe, and
Rose. Nays: Doennig. Abstain: None. Absent: Ogilvy and Thomas.

_________________________________
Bob Hosmer, AICP
Principal Planner
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Exhibit D
Development Review Staff Report
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION PUBLIC HEARING: JULY 11, 2019
CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING:

AUGUST 12, 2019
CASE NUMBER:
Conditional Use Permit 437
LOCATION: 1551 E. Portland Street
ACRES: 9.32 acres
EXISTING LAND USE: Church
APPLICANT: Westminster Presbyterian
Church
STAFF: Kyle McGinnis, 864-1615
STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS:
Approve
PROPOSED MOTION:
Move to approve Conditional Use Permit
437 as submitted.

SUMMARY OF REQUEST:
This is a request to approve an electronic message center sign in a R-SF, Residential Single-Family District so the
church may replace its existing sign with a sign capable of displaying messages digitally.
FINDINGS FOR STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
1. Approval of this request will provide for the productive use of the subject property which is already served with public
infrastructure and services and is not expected to adversely impact the surrounding properties.
2. This application meets the approval standards for a Conditional Use Permit and is in conformance with the intent and
standards for an electronic message center sign in a Single-Family Residential District.
SURROUNDING ZONING AND LAND USES:
NORTH

SOUTH

EAST

WEST

ZONING

R-SF

R-SF

R-SF

R-SF

LAND USE

School

Residences

Residences

Residences
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Development Review Staff Report
SURROUNDING LAND USES (GOOGLE MAP AERIAL VIEW):

GOOGLE MAPS STREET VIEW:
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Development Review Staff Report
GROWTH MANAGEMENT AND LAND USE PLAN:
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Development Review Staff Report
PROPERTY HISTORY:
The subject property was zoned R-SF, Residential Single-Family District in 1995 during the citywide re-mapping by
General Ordinance 4494.
ZONING ORDINANCE REQUIREMENTS:
Sec. 36-363. - Conditional Use Permit
(1) Purpose. The conditional use permit procedure is designed to provide the planning and zoning commission and the
city council with an opportunity for discretionary review of requests to establish or construct uses or structures which
may be necessary or desirable in a zoning district, but which may also have the potential for a deleterious impact
upon the health, safety and welfare of the public. The purpose of the review is to determine whether the proposed
location of the use or structure is appropriate and whether it will be designed and located so as to avoid, minimize, or
mitigate any potentially adverse effects upon the community or other properties in its vicinity. The discretionary
conditional use permit procedure is designed to enable the planning and zoning commission and the city council to
impose conditions upon such uses and structures that are designed to avoid, minimize or mitigate potentially adverse
effects upon the community or other properties in the vicinity of the proposed use or structure, and to deny requests
for a conditional use permit when it is apparent that a proposed use or structure will or may cause harm to the
community or injury to the value, lawful use and reasonable enjoyment of other properties in the vicinity of the
proposed use or structure.
(8) Period of validity.
(a) No conditional use permit shall be valid for a period longer than 18 months from the date on which the city council
grants the conditional use permit, unless within such 18-month period:
1. A building permit is obtained and the erection or alteration of a structure is started; or
2. An occupancy permit is obtained and the conditional use commenced.
The city council may grant one additional extension not exceeding 18 months, upon written application, without
notice or hearing provided such grant is approved by city council prior to the expiration of the original 18-month
period. No additional extension shall be granted without complying with the notice and hearing requirements for
an initial application for a conditional use permit. This additional extension shall be considered to have begun on
the date of expiration of the original conditional use permit regardless of when this additional extension is granted
by city council.
(b) When a conditional use is discontinued or abandoned for a period of 12 consecutive months (regardless of any
reservation of an intent not to abandon or to resume such use), such use shall not thereafter be reestablished or
resumed unless a new conditional use permit is granted by city council consistent with this section. The burden
of proof shall be on the property owner to show that the conditional use has not been discontinued or abandoned
for a period of 12 consecutive months or longer.
d.

Damage or destruction. In the event that the principal building or structure on the property is damaged or destroyed,
by any means, to the extent of more than 75 percent of the replacement cost of the building or structure at the time
such damage occurred, such building or structure shall not be restored unless it shall thereafter conform to the
regulations for the zoning district in which it is located and the property shall not continue to be used for the uses
permitted by the provisions of this section.

Sec. 36-454. - Signs
(1) Purpose. Signs use private land and the sight line created by public rights-of-way to inform and persuade the general
public by publishing a message. This section provides standards for the erection and maintenance of signs. All signs
shall be erected and maintained in accordance with these standards. The general purpose of these standards is to
promote, preserve, and protect the health, safety, general welfare, convenience, and enjoyment of the public, to
preserve and protect the aesthetic quality of Springfield, and to achieve the following:
(a)
1.

Safety. To promote the safety of persons and property by providing that signs:
Create a hazard due to collapse, fire, collision, decay, abandonment, or other safety considerations;
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Development Review Staff Report
2.
3.
4.
(b)

Obstruct firefighting or police surveillance;
Impair the driver's ability to see pedestrians, obstacles, or other vehicles, or to read traffic signs and signals; and
Otherwise interfere with or detract from the safety of persons or property.
Communications efficiency. To promote the efficient transfer of information in sign messages by providing that:

1.
2.

Customers and other persons may locate a business or service;
No person or group is arbitrarily denied the use of the sight lines from the public right-of-way for communication
purposes; and
3. The messages in signs may otherwise be communicated efficiently.
(c)

Landscape quality and preservation. To protect the public welfare and to enhance the appearance and economy
of the city, by providing that signs:

1.
2.
3.
4.

Do not interfere with scenic views;
Do not create a nuisance to persons using the public rights-of-way;
Do not constitute a nuisance to occupancy of adjacent property by their brightness, size, height, or movement;
Do not overwhelm people by the number of messages presented, and do not interfere with the exercise of
freedom of choice to observe or ignore said messages, according to the observer's purpose;
5. Do not negatively affect the city's tourism industry;
6. Do contribute to the special character of particular areas or districts within the city, helping the observer to
understand the city and be oriented within it;
7. Do otherwise protect and preserve a quality landscape in the city; and
8. Do otherwise enhance the appearance and economy of the city.
(3) General sign provisions. The provisions of this section shall apply to all signs in the city, without regard to their
location in a residential or commercial zoning district.
(k)

All detached signs shall be located no closer to the centerline of a street than that allowed by the right-of-way
line established by the major thoroughfare plan.
Street Classification Centerline of Right-of-Way to Setback Line
Residential local\20 feet

(8)

Sign illumination. Illuminated signs shall be designed, located, and constructed to eliminate or significantly reduce
glare.
(a)
1.

Provisions for non-business areas.
Electronic message center signs fronting on a local or collector street shall be subject to a conditional use
permit for nonresidential uses, subject to the following limitations:
a. Such signs shall be limited to static images only. Such static images shall hold on the display for a
period of at least eight seconds before transitioning to another static image. The uses of frame effects
and animation are prohibited.
b.

The use of flashing is specifically prohibited in all locations.

c.

Such signs shall come equipped with automatic dimming technology that automatically adjusts the
sign's brightness in direct correlation with ambient light conditions.

d.

No such signs shall exceed a brightness level of 0.3 foot-candles above ambient light as measured
using a foot-candle meter at a preset distance depending on sign size. The measuring distance shall
be determined using the following equation: the square root of the product of the sign copy area and
100. (Example using a 12-square-foot sign: square root of the product 12 × 100 equals 34.6 feet
measuring distance.)
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e.
(16)

The electronic message center portion of the detached sign shall not exceed 40 percent of the proposed
sign copy area.

Provisions for non-business areas.
(a)

General provisions. These provisions shall apply to permanent signs in non-business areas:

1.

Dwelling units in the R-SF and R-TH zoning districts shall be allowed to utilize any non-business sign described
in subsection 36-454(4), but shall not be allowed to display any other sign.
2. Flashing lights and animation are not allowed.
(b)
1.

2.

Detached signs. Detached signs are allowed in non-business areas as follows:
Each premises containing a multifamily use, permitted nonresidential use, or legal nonconforming use shall be
allowed one detached sign.
a. Premises which are used as a church or school with more than 425 feet of frontage along a single
public street may have one additional detached sign.
b.

A minimum of 300 feet of separation, measured radially, shall be maintained between signs.

c.

A minimum setback of 25 feet from adjacent property line shall be maintained for all signs.

d.

No sign shall exceed 25 feet in height above street grade.

The size of the detached sign shall be based on one square foot of effective area per linear foot of street
frontage on which the sign is located, with the following limitations: the maximum permitted size shall be as
designated by the city's major thoroughfare plan.
a. One hundred square feet on local and collector streets;
b.

Two hundred square feet on secondary arterial streets;

c.

Two hundred fifty square feet on primary arterial streets.

d.

In the case where the street adjacent to the sign is a frontage street between the site and a freeway,
as designated by the city's major thoroughfare plan, the maximum size sign permitted shall be 250
square feet.

CODE ITEM

REQUIREMENTS FOR R-SF

Electronic message center (EMC) sign in a residential
district

Permitted with a Conditional Use Permit.

Centerline of right-of-way setback for EMC signs in nonbusiness areas

This setback is determined by the classification of the street
as set forth by the major thoroughfare plan. New signs
constructed along E. Portland Street must be setback at
least 30 feet from the centerline of the street’s right-of-way.

Sign Illumination for EMC signs on local or collector streets Only static images lasting a minimum of eight (8) seconds
in non-business areas
are permitted. Frame effects, animations and flashing are
not permitted. Such signs must be equipped with dimming
technology to adjust their brightness according to the
surrounding light conditions, but such sign lighting may
never exceed 0.3 foot candles above the ambient lighting
measured at a preset distance determined by the sign’s
copy area. The illuminated portion of such signs may not
exceed 40% of the proposed sign copy area.
Number of detached signs permitted in non-business areas Each premise containing a multifamily use, permitted
nonresidential use, or legal nonconforming use are
generally permitted one (1) detached sign; however,
churches or schools with more than 425 feet of frontage on
Page 14 of 27
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a single street are permitted up to two (2) detached signs.
Should two (2) signs be located on a single premise, 300
feet of separation must be maintained between them.
Property line setback of detached signs in non-business
areas

New detached signs constructed in non-business areas
must maintain a minimum 25-foot setback from all adjacent
property lines, excluding public right-of-way.

Height of detached signs in non-business areas

New detached signs constructed in non-business areas
may not exceed a maximum height of 25 feet as measured
from street grade.

Maximum detached sign copy area in non-business areas

Detached signs are limited to one (1) square foot of copy
area for everyone (1) linear feet of street frontage for the
street on which the sign is located; however, signs fronting
collector streets may not exceed a copy area of 100 square
feet.

COMPATIBILITY WITH COMPREHENSIVE PLAN:
The Growth Management and Land Use Plan element of the Comprehensive Plan identifies this property as appropriate
for community uses, such as a place of worship.
STAFF COMMENTS:
1. The applicant, Westminster Presbyterian Church, has requested a Conditional Use Permit to allow an electronic
message center (EMC) sign on the church’s property located at 1551 E. Portland Street. This property is zoned RSF, Residential Single-Family, where such signs are permitted on the premise of permitted nonresidential uses, such
as a church, provided a Conditional Use Permit is approved.
2. The proposed EMC sign will utilize the church’s existing limestone base located adjacent to E. Portland Street, as
noted in Attachment 5. The existing limestone base is located approximately 31 feet from the right-of-way centerline
of E. Portland Street, where a minimum 30-foot setback is required.
3. Detached signs located in non-business areas are limited to a height of 25 feet as measured from street grade. In
addition, such signs are also limited to 100 square feet of copy area. The proposed EMC sign will not change the
existing sign’s dimensions, nor will it alter the dimensions of the sign’s existing limestone base. The proposed EMC
sign would therefore stand approximately seven (7) feet tall as measured from grade and would contain a copy area
of approximately 38 square feet per sign face. Both the existing sign and a rendering of the proposed EMC sign can
be seen in Attachment 6.
4. Per Attachment 2, the digital portion of the sign will total 12 square feet on each side. As noted above, the
illuminated portion of EMC signs located in non-business areas may not exceed 40% of the proposed sign copy
area. With a copy area of 38 square feet per sign face, the proposed illuminated portion represents only 32% of the
sign’s total copy area.
5. Per Section 36-454 (8) (a) (1) (d), the light produced by the proposed sign may not exceed 0.3 foot candles above
ambient light at a distance of 61 feet from the base of the sign. The proposed EMC sign will be oriented in an eastwest fashion. The nearest property line to the west is located approximately 187 feet from the existing limestone
base, and the nearest property line to the east, which fronts the public right-of-way of S. Delaware Avenue, is located
approximately 449 feet from the existing limestone base. The sign is not oriented towards the south, where the
nearest single-family homes are located. As a result, staff expects the proposed sign will have a minimal impact on
the surrounding properties.
6. Staff has reviewed the applicant’s request for a Conditional Use Permit and has determined that it satisfies the
standards for Conditional Use Permits outlined in Section 36-363 of the Zoning Ordinance. Any development of this
property must also follow the requirements for detached and EMC signs in non-business areas as outlined in the
Zoning Ordinance. The general standards for Conditional Use Permits are listed in Attachment 3.
7. Approval of this request will provide for the productive use of the subject property which is already served with public
infrastructure and services and is not expected to adversely impact the surrounding properties.
8. The proposed Conditional Use Permit was reviewed by City departments and comments are contained in
Attachment 1.
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NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING:
The applicant held a neighborhood meeting on June 20, 2019 regarding the request for a Conditional Use Permit. A
summary of this meeting is included in Attachment 4.
PUBLIC NOTIFICATION:
Public notice letters were sent out at least 10 days prior to the public
hearing to all property owners within 185 feet. The property was posted
by the applicant at least 10 days prior to the public hearing. The public
notice was advertised in the Daily Events at least 15 days prior to the
public hearing.
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Notices sent to property
owners within 185 feet:
29

Returned: 0

Development Review Staff Report
DEPARTMENT COMMENTS:
ATTACHMENT 1
DEPARTMENT COMMENTS FOR CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 437
BUILDING DEVELOPMENT SERVICES COMMENTS:
No comments.
PUBLIC WORKS TRAFFIC DIVISION COMMENTS:
Traffic has no issues with the proposed CUP or sign location.
STORMWATER COMMENTS:
No issue with stormwater with conditional use permit presented.
CLEAN WATER SERVICES COMMENTS:
No impact on public sewer.
FIRE DEPARTMENT COMMENTS:
No comments.
CITY UTILITIES COMMENTS:
No issues with proposed CUP.

REQUIREMENTS FOR APPROVAL:
ATTACHMENT 2
REQUIREMENTS FOR CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 437
1. The electronic message center sign is permitted provided it conforms with the requirements set
forth in Section 36-454 (8).
2. The sign shall meet all other standards of the Zoning Ordinance and other applicable ordinances.
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ATTACHMENT 3
STANDARDS FOR CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 437
36-363 (10) Standards. An application for
Developer’s Response:
Staff Comments:
a conditional use permit shall be granted
only if evidence is presented at the public
hearing which establishes the following:
1. The proposed conditional use will be
Permit will be consistent with
This standard is not generally
consistent with the adopted policies in
adopted policies.
applicable to the proposed conditional
use, as the request is for an electronic
the Springfield Comprehensive Plan.
message center (EMC) sign in a nonbusiness area and is not a matter of
land use. Per the Springfield
Comprehensive Plan, this site was
designated for community use, such
as a place of worship, and is therefore
being used in alignment with the
Comprehensive Plan’s vision for the
area.
2. The proposed conditional use will not
adversely affect the safety of the
motoring public and of pedestrians
using the facility and the area
immediately surrounding the site.

There are no changes to the
dimensions of the existing
monument sign and would have
no change in the effect to
vehicular or pedestrian traffic.

3. The proposed conditional use will
adequately provide for safety from fire
hazards, and have effective measures
of fire control.
4. The proposed conditional use will not
increase the hazard to adjacent
property from flood or water damage.
5. The proposed conditional use will not
have noise characteristics that exceed
the sound levels that are typical of uses
permitted as a matter of right in the
district.
6. The glare of vehicular and stationary
lights will not affect the established
character of the neighborhood, and to
the extent such lights will be visible
from any residential district, measures
to shield or direct such lights to
eliminate or mitigate such glare are
proposed.

Not applicable.

Not applicable.
Not applicable.

This sign faces east and west
and there are no homes close
to this location in both
directions (east and west). It
does not face south where
homes on Portland are located.
Any light from the sign will only
be seen from the east or west
and not from the homes on the
south.
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The proposed sign meets the minimum
setback from the right-of-way
centerline of E. Portland Street and
complies with code’s maximum height
limitation for detached signs in nonbusiness areas. Therefore, the
proposed sign will not adversely affect
the safety of vehicular or pedestrian
traffic moving through the area.
This standard is not generally
applicable to the proposed conditional
use.
This standard is not generally
applicable to the proposed conditional
use.
This standard is not generally
applicable to the proposed conditional
use.
The proposed sign will face both east
and west. All light produced by the sign
will shine, generally, in the same
direction as the traffic that flows
through E. Portland Street. Based on
staff’s measurements, the nearest
home to the west is located
approximately 240 feet from the base
of the sign. The nearest home to the
east is located approximately 595 feet
from the base of the sign. Per code,
the electronic message center sign
may not produce light in excess of 0.3
foot candles above ambient light at a
distance of 61 feet from the base of the

Development Review Staff Report
36-363 (10) Standards. An application for
a conditional use permit shall be granted
only if evidence is presented at the public
hearing which establishes the following:

Developer’s Response:

7. The location, lighting, and type of signs
and the relationship of signs to traffic
control is appropriate for the site.

The existing monument sign is
not located near any lighting or
signage associated with traffic
control.

8. Such signs will not have an adverse
effect on any adjacent properties.

The sign faces east and west
so the light produced by it will
not adversely impact the homes
nearest the sign to the south.

9. The street right-of-way and pavement
width in the vicinity is or will be
adequate for traffic reasonably
expected to be generated by the
proposed use.
10. The proposed conditional use will not
have any substantial or undue adverse
effect upon, or will lack amenity or will
be incompatible with, the use or
enjoyment of adjacent and surrounding
property, the character of the
neighborhood, traffic conditions,
parking utility facilities, and other
matters affecting the public health,
safety and general welfare.

Not applicable.

11. The proposed conditional use will be
constructed, arranged and operated so
as not to dominate the immediate
vicinity or to interfere with the
development and use of neighboring
property in accordance with the
applicable district regulations. In

This updating and refurbishing
to an existing sign is located on
private church property and will
not impact the future
development of surrounding
properties.

The new sign, whose message
can be more easily changed,
will afford the Delaware
Neighborhood Association
more opportunity to
communicate with the
neighborhood. They are
currently promoting the
neighborhood ice cream social
on our sign.
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Staff Comments:

sign. In conclusion, any light visible
from the residential properties to the
east or west should be minimal.
Although the sign base is located
approximately 110 feet from the
nearest home to the south, the sign
would not face this direction and would
therefore have little impact on these
properties.
The proposed sign would not be
located near any lit intersections and
would meet the minimum setback
required of signs near the intersection
of streets. Staff expects this sign to
have no impact on traffic control in the
area.
As noted in response to standard six,
the proposed sign’s lighting will not
adversely impact the nearby residential
properties. In addition, the proposed
sign will not alter the dimensions of the
existing sign, nor will it change the
location of the existing limestone base.
This standard is not generally
applicable to the proposed conditional
use.
The proposed sign will not have any
substantial or undue adverse effect
upon the public health, safety and
general welfare. Code provides
measures by which to limit the sign’s
lighting impact on the neighbors
surrounding the subject property. In
addition, only static messages lasting
at least eight (8) seconds may used by
this sign; frame effects, flashing and
animations are strictly prohibited.
These measures are intended to help
preserve the residential character of
the sign’s surroundings while also
permitting the efficient display of
information.
The proposed sign will not alter the
existing sign’s dimensions and so will
not dominate the immediate vicinity
beyond the existing sign’s impact. In
addition, both the existing and
proposed signs would comply with
code’s limitations on copy area and

Development Review Staff Report
36-363 (10) Standards. An application for
a conditional use permit shall be granted
only if evidence is presented at the public
hearing which establishes the following:
determining whether the proposed
conditional use will so dominate the
immediate neighborhood, consideration
shall be given to:
a. The location, nature and height of
buildings, structures, walls and fences
on the site; and
b. The nature and extent of landscaping
and screening on the site.
12. The proposed conditional use, as
shown by the application, will not
destroy, damage, detrimentally modify
or interfere with the enjoyment and
function of any significant natural
topographic or physical features of the
site.
13. The proposed conditional use will not
result in the destruction, loss or
damage of any natural, scenic or
historic feature of significant
importance.
14. The proposed conditional use
otherwise complies with all applicable
regulations of the Article, including lot
size requirements, bulk regulations,
use limitations and performance
standards.
15. The proposed conditional use at the
specified location will contribute to or
promote the welfare or convenience of
the public.

16. Off-street parking and loading areas
will be provided in accordance with the
standards set out in 36-455, 36-456
and 36-483 of this Article, and such
areas will be screened from any
adjoining residential uses and located
so as to protect such residential uses
from any injurious effect
17. Adequate access roads or entrance or
exit drives will be provided and will be
designed so as to prevent traffic

Developer’s Response:

Staff Comments:

height, making the proposal
appropriate at this location.

No change. Using existing
limestone base.

The proposed conditional use will only
alter the appearance of the sign
cabinet and includes no changes to the
site’s topography or other physical
features. The existing limestone base
will remain in place.

The project will include using
the limestone base to the
current sign which was gifted to
the church by members many
years ago to match the
limestone exterior of the
church.
No change in dimension or size
of existing sign.

The conditional use will only result in
the removal of the existing sign
cabinet. The limestone base, which
was built by church members to match
the church’s exterior, will remain in
place and unchanged.

The updated sign’s messages
will be more easily changed
which will allow more current
information and more frequent
use by the Delaware
Neighborhood Association,
which we are actively working
with to improve the
neighborhood.

The applicant has stated that the sign
will be used by both the church and the
neighborhood association for the
display of messages relevant to either
party. The intent of digital signs is to
more effectively communicate multiple
messages to the public while
simultaneously reducing the time
required to produce and maintain said
messages.
This standard is not generally
applicable to the proposed conditional
use.

Not applicable.

Not applicable.
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The proposed sign will indeed comply
with all applicable regulations set forth
in the Zoning Ordinance.

This standard is not generally
applicable to the proposed conditional
use.

Development Review Staff Report
36-363 (10) Standards. An application for
a conditional use permit shall be granted
only if evidence is presented at the public
hearing which establishes the following:
hazards and to minimize traffic
congestion in public streets and alleys.
18. The vehicular circulation elements of
the proposed application will not create
hazards to the safety of vehicular or
pedestrian traffic on or off the site,
disjointed vehicular or pedestrian
circulation paths on or off the site, or
undue interference and inconvenience
to vehicular and pedestrian travel.
19. The proposed use, as shown by the
application, will not interfere with any
easements, roadways, rail lines,
utilities and public or private rights-ofway.
20. In the case of existing structures
proposed to be converted to uses
requiring a conditional use permit, the
structures meet all fire, health, building,
plumbing and electrical requirements of
the City of Springfield.
21. The proposed conditional use will be
served adequately by essential public
facilities and services such as
highways, streets, parking spaces,
police and fire protection, drainage
structures, refuse disposal, water and
sewers, and schools; or that the
persons or agencies responsible for the
establishment of the proposed use will
provide adequately for such services.

Developer’s Response:

Staff Comments:

Not applicable.

This standard is not generally
applicable to the proposed conditional
use.

This is an update and
refurbishment to an existing
sign whose location and size
will not be changed.

This proposal will not interfere with any
of the aforementioned conditions.

The proposed updating of the
sign will meet all fire, health,
building, plumbing and
electrical requirements of the
City of Springfield.

A permit will be required prior to the
construction of the proposed sign, at
which point city staff will review the
proposed schematics for compliance
with all relevant requirements.

Not applicable.

This standard is not generally
applicable to the proposed conditional
use.
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