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COUNCIL BILL 2018- 002

RESOLUTION
A RESOLUTION
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DESIGNATING

the former King Drug Company Building, located at 611 South
Pickwick Avenue, as a Historic Site on the Springfield Historic
Register.
__________________________________

WHEREAS, Landmarks Board Member Paden Chambers moved that the
Landmarks Board nominate the King Drug Company Building located at 611 South
Pickwick Avenue as a Historic Site on November 22, 2017; and,
WHEREAS, as described in “Exhibits A and C,” which are attached hereto and
incorporated herein by this reference; the Landmarks Board, at their meeting on
December 3, 2017, reviewed the nomination, and, by a vote of 5 to 0, recommended
approving the former Building as a Historic Site; and,
WHEREAS, Nick Harper and Jerris Harper, members of property owner Bailey
Boy, LLC, have consented by letter to the nomination on the LLC’s behalf as described
in “Exhibit E,” which is attached hereto and incorporated herein by this reference.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF SPRINGFIELD, MISSOURI as follows, that:
Section 1 – City Council hereby designates the former King Drug Company
Building, located at 611 South Pickwick Avenue as a Historic Site on the Springfield
Historic Register.
Section 2 – This Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after
passage.

Passed at meeting:

Mayor
Attest:

, City Clerk
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Filed as Resolution

Approved as to form:

, Assistant City Attorney

Approved for Council action:

, City Manager
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EXPLANATION TO COUNCIL BILL 2018- 002
FILED: 01-09-18

ORIGINATING DEPARTMENT: Planning and Development

PURPOSE: To designate the former King Drug Company Building, located at 611
South Pickwick Avenue, as a Historic Site on the Springfield Historic Register.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
Paden Chambers, a member of the Landmarks Board, requested that the Landmarks
Board nominate the property located at 611 South Pickwick Avenue as a Historic Site
on November 22, 2017. Mr. Chambers submitted the nomination form and provided a
statement of historic significance with supporting photographs and citations (see
attached Historic Significance narrative).
On December 13, 2017, the Landmarks Board, reviewed and recommended approval
by a vote of 5 to 0, that the former King Drug Company Building, located at 611 South
Pickwick Avenue, be nominated as a Historic Site.
The owners of the property, Nick Harper and Jerris Harper, members of Bailey Boy,
LLC, were not present at the Landmarks Board meeting on December 13, 2017,
however, Mr. Harper provided a letter stating their consent to the nomination process
(see the attached “Exhibit E”).
REMARKS:
Passage of this resolution will designate the King Drug Company Building, located at
611 South Pickwick Avenue, as a Historic Site on the Springfield Historic Register.
Property designation as a Historic Site requires review by the Landmarks Board for any
exterior alterations requiring a building permit. The permit shall not be issued unless the
Landmarks Board approves a Certificate of Appropriateness. If the Landmarks Board
denies an application for a Certificate of Appropriateness, the Department of Building
Development Services shall not grant a building permit until the expiration of sixty (60)
days from the date of the application for the building permit.
The Planning and Development staff recommends the nomination be approved.
FINDINGS FOR STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
1.

The Landmarks Board determined that 611 South Pickwick Avenue meets the
criteria for being designated as a Historic Site. The King Drug Company Building
is representative of the evolution of neighborhood shopping districts and their
importance to the citizens of Springfield. Constructed in 1927 by local
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businessmen Merle Bowman and Earl King, the buildings proximity to the Elm
Street Streetcar Line and intersection of Cherry Street and Pickwick Avenue
exemplifies both a significant commercial node within the city and historic
changes in transit and urban life.
2.

The designation of 611 South Pickwick Avenue as a Historic Site is consistent
with the Landmarks Board's effort of nominating sites that exemplify a period of
historical development in Springfield.

3.

This Resolution supports the following Field Guide 2030 goal(s): Chapter 6,
Growth Management and Land Use; Major Goal 4, Develop the community in a
sustainable manner.

Submitted by:

__________________________
Michael Sparlin, Senior Planner

Recommended by:

Approved by:

_____________________________
Mary Lilly Smith, Director

______________________________
Greg Burris, City Manager

EXHIBITS:
Exhibit A, Record of Proceedings
Exhibit B, Nomination Form
Exhibit C, Historic Significance Narrative
Exhibit D, Letter from Mr. Paden Chambers, Landmarks Board member
Exhibit E, Consent Letter from Property Owner
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Exhibit A
RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS
Landmarks Board Meeting December 13, 2017
Local Historic Site Nomination Review:
611 S. Pickwick (King Drug Company Building) - Mr. Chambers gave
background to the proposed structure stating that he serves on the Rountree Neighborhood
Steering Committee for the revision to the Urban Conservation District, which Rountree is
part of. The steering committee has been having regular meetings since mid-summer to
help revise neighborhood plans and one of the topics that continues to be brought up is the
retaining historic architecture and preservation within the neighborhood. Several members
of the public have brought up the area located at Cherry and Pickwick and one property
owner, Pickwick Company, was very interested in forming a historic district, however noting
that it is a very involved process, but should consider nominating your building as a
Springfield Historic Site.
Mr. Chambers continued to comment on the historic building noting that it is a single-story
brick masonry building, but this building was constructed when the streetcar line ran right
through this business was going out and private automobiles were becoming available. Mr.
Earl King saw this and had people pull-in for car-hops and was possibly the first place in
Springfield that provided car-side service. It has always been a neighborhood hang-out and
culture space. In the 1920’s and 30’s that area was so popular that the south-edge of the
building was an exterior and no one could predict or plan-out what was going to be the edge
of the commercial development.
This nomination is something to show the neighborhood that we are willing to consider the
idea of a historic nomination and/or district but also show that this is coming out of Rountree
Steering Committee and that we are moving forward and showing to City Council that it is
just one of many things that have been accomplished.
Ms. Crandall asked what is original on the building.
Mr. Chambers stated that the building retains it original copper store-front system and
transom glass that at the top is pixilated, and all the transom windows are original. The
Sanborn maps indicate a skylight box that can been seen on top the building and from the
inside. The building is still very intact. The building was restored in 2011, the interior
designer was interested in historic preservation and made sure that it was done correctly in
line with the original structure. Mr. Chambers stated he has not been able to find any
historic photos on the structure but the description matches the existing building accurately.
Ms. Crandall asked that by nominating this structure that you are trying to get other stores
on the block to join in.
Mr. Chambers are encouraging other owners/stores to consider that. We have to get buy-in
from the people in this area. This is a first step in trying to generate interest in a historic
district which is continually discussed.
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Michael Sparlin went over the application to show historic importance and if the board
agrees then they can make a motion to recommend the nomination. If it is recommended,
then it will go forward to City Council on January 16, 2018 agenda as a one reading bill, a
resolution.
Mr. Nattinger motioned to approve the Local Historical Site Nomination Review at 611 S.
Pickwick (King Drug Company Building). Mr. Lewis seconded the motion. The motion
carried as follows: Ayes: Gary Bishop, Nancy Crandall, Paden Chambers, Paul Lewis, and
Wallis Nattinger. Nays: None. Abstain: None. Absent: Kaitlyn McConnell, Kent Brown,
and Justin Stanek.

_________________________________
Michael Sparlin
Senior Planner
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Exhibit B
Springfield, Missouri Nomination Form
for Designation of Historic Site, Historic Landmark, Interior
Landmark, or Historic District
1. Current Property Owner

Bailey Boy LLC.
Name : ________________________________________________________
Address :

1689
Grand St. Springfield MO, 65804
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

2. Title/Name of Property

King Drug Company Building - King Drug Store
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
3. Location/Address of Property

611 S. Pickwick Ave. Springfield, MO 65802
________________________________________________________________________
Pickwick Place Add. S. 8.5 Ft. Lot 2 9 N 11.5 Ft. Lot 3 Blk 3
________________________________________________________________________
4. Classification (circle all that apply)
Class

Ownership

Status

Accessibility

Historic site
Historic Landmark
Interior Landmark
Historic District

Public
Private
Both

Occupied
Unoccupied
Work in progress

yes : restricted
yes : unrestricted
no
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Present Use
Agriculture
Commercial
Educational
Entertainment
Government
Industrial
Military

Museum
Park
Private residence
Religious
Scientific
Transportation
Other:

5. Description
Condition

Check One

Check One

X excellent
___
___ good
___ fair
___ deteriorated
___ ruins

___ unaltered
X altered
___

X original site
___
___ moved date: _____

If known, describe the original physical appearance. Describe the present
physical appearance. Use a continuation page if necessary.
6. Significance
Circle the number before each criterion below that applies to the
nominated site, structure, object, or district. For criteria under number 13,
circle the letter before each criterion that applies.
1.
Has significant character, interest, or value as part of the city,
region, state or nation’s history;
2.

Is associated with the life of a personality significant to the past.

3.
Is the site of a historic event with a significant effect upon the
development, heritage or cultural characteristics of the city, region, state,
or nation.
4.
Exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social, or historic
heritage of the community.
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5.
Portrays the environment in the era of history characterized by a
distinctive architectural style.
6.
Embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type or
engineering specimen.
7.
Is the work of a designer, architect, or contractor whose individual
work has influenced the development of the city, region, state, or nation.
8.
Contains elements of design, detail, materials, or craftsmanship
which represent a style unique to the past.
9.

Is a part of, or related to, a square, park, or other distinctive area.

10.
Represents an established and familiar visual feature of the
neighborhood, community, or skyline, owing to its unique location or
singular physical characteristics.
11.
Is part of or related to a distinctive, geographical area which should
be developed or preserved according to a plan based on cultural,
historic or architectural motif.
12.
Based upon physical evidence, has yielded, or is likely to yield, the
integrity of information important to history or prehistory.
13.
In addition, the Landmarks Board shall consider the site, structure,
object, or district in light of its integrity of:
a. location,
b. design,
c. setting,
d. materials,
e. workmanship,
f. feeling,
g. association, and
h. its suitability for preservation and reuse.
Below, write every number and letter circled. Then, provide a narrative
explaining why each circle is appropriate. For example, if there is a circle
around criterion number 1, there should be a “1.” followed by a narrative
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explaining the structure’s character and how that character is significant to
local, regional, state, or national history.
Attach all relevant photographs of the nomination (past and present).
Please see the attached document for supplementary material
including statement of significance, photographs and citations.
7. Nomination by
Name :
Paden L. Chambers, AAIA
_________________________________________________________________
Address :
1643 E. Lombard St. Springfield, MO 65802
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
8. Landmarks Board Approval
Date :
__________________________________________________________________
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Exhibit C

King Drug Company Building
Builder: Merle Bowman and Earl King
Date: 1927
Building Type: Commercial
Location: 611 S. Pickwick Ave.

Sited adjacent to the Rountree neighborhood, the King Drug Store Building is
representative of the evolution of neighborhood shopping districts and their importance to the
citizens of Springfield. Constructed in 1927 by local businessmen Merle Bowman and Earl King,
the buildings proximity to the Elm Street Streetcar Line and intersection of Cherry Street &
Pickwick Avenue exemplifies both a significant commercial node within the city and historic
changes in transit and urban life.
Following the relocation of the Greene County Poor Farm from the eastern limits of
Springfield in 1890, platting of the farms 80 acres to residential lots supplied a growing demand
for families wishing to relocate to the suburban fringes of a growing city. Neighborhoods such as
Pickwick Place were a direct result of the Kickapoo Transit Company’s streetcar line (later Elm
Street Line) and in some cases co-sponsored by the same investors. Following the lines
departure from Elm Street, cars were routed along Pickwick Avenue swerving prominently at
Cherry Street before terminating south of the neighborhood.
With the completion of the Springfield Normal and Business School in 1894 flanking
Cherry and Pickwick, the intersection became an important neighborhood commercial district
supported by an adjacent streetcar stop & transit barn. Several early businesses including a
barber shop and grocery were established located in a now demolished two story brick building
on the northeast corner of the intersection. Rapid development of the commercial district took
place in the 1920’s in part due to the continued growth of the city as well as the popularity of
private automobiles. By the mid 1930’s the district boasted several grocery and drug stores, a
barber shop, hair salon, lumber yard and numerous filling stations supplying the fuel demand for
suburban commuters that would later replace the streetcar system in 1932.
King Drug Company was established by Merle Bowman of Springfield and his nephew
Earl King of Bethany Missouri who came to Springfield in 1923 to operate the store. The
Pickwick Avenue site was specifically selected due to the popularity of the adjacent Piggly
Wiggly Grocery opening in late 1926. Operating the drug store for more than 34 years, Earl King
not only provided expertise as a trained druggist but created a neighborhood social center for
customers and jobs young adults. Opened at the onset & popularity of private automobiles,
King’s was the first drug store in Springfield to offer car side service along Pickwick Avenue
sharing the street with the soon to be defunct Elm Street Line trolley.
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Typical of other commercial buildings within the district, the single front masonry building
measures a mere 20 x 60 feet fronting the sidewalk along Pickwick Avenue. The single story
façade is divided by a recessed cant entrance flanked by storefront windows resting on brick
bulkheads. The storefront windows retain their original copper flashing and opaque transom
glass that extends the full width of the opening. Masonry piers flank the opening and extend
upward to the stepped parapet wall. Exterior details such as the gooseneck lighting and the
entrance awning are all typical elements of commercial storefront architecture of this time
period. Following a renovation to the building in 2011, transom windows on the south facade
were uncovered, revealing the masonry wall of the adjacent building. Built prior to its neighbor,
King’ south façade was once exposed but infilled in less than five years by adjacent commercial
buildings, indicating the popularity and rapid development of the area beginning in the mid
1920’s.
Once dominating Springfield neighborhoods, shifting attitudes toward retail and urban
transit erased many neighborhood shopping district and small commercial buildings. The
preservation of buildings such as King Drug Store is essential to not only our heritage but as a
precedent for appropriate neighborhood design with the recent resurgence of urban
development and infill.
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Figure 1 – The Springfield Leader – March 20, 1927
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Figure 2 – The Springfield Leader – April 3, 1927

Figure 3 – Sanborn Fire Insurance Map – Map 33: Springfield Missouri - 1933
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Figure 4 – Earl King operating his soda fountain: Bias: Springfield’s Weekly Newsletter –
November 29, 1950 – Photo by Arthur P. Summers

Figure 5 - West façade. Photo by author.
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Figure 6 & 7 – Original copper storefront system and opaque transom glass. Photo by author.

Figure 8 – Interior photo of transom windows courtesy of Google Maps.
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Exhibit D

November 28, 2017

City of Springfield Landmarks Board
Busch Municipal Building
840 Boonville Ave.
Springfield, MO 65802
(417) – 869-1031

Historic Sites Nomination – 611 S. Pickwick Ave.

Landmarks Board Members,
As a member of the Rountree Neighborhood Steering Committee, the attached historic site
nomination is a result of planning priority items pursuant to the revision of the Rountree Urban
Conservation District (UCD) document.
Following the committees formation in May of 2017, the preservation of existing building &
housing stock and historical building regulations are objective discussed at regular meetings
by committee members and interests among neighborhood residents. The owners of 611 S.
Pickwick Ave. believe in retaining the architectural & historic integrity of the Cherry and
Pickwick commercial district and wish to nominate their property as a historic site. It is the
hope that adjacent property owners will consider their buildings worthy of similar designations
and pursue future nominations.
If additional buildings are nominated within this area, the Landmarks Board, property owners
and neighborhood shall discuss the creation of a historic district.
I appreciate your consideration of this application,
Sincerely,

Paden L. Chambers, AAIA

p: 816.248.2003 | 1643 E Lombard St.; Springfield MO, 65802 |
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pchambers@nformarc.com

Exhibit E
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