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Butterfly Fest
The 3rd Annual Butterfly
Festival hosted by Friends of
the Garden will be held 10
a.m.-4 p.m., July 16 and 17 at
the Botanical Center in
Nathaneal Greene/Close
Memorial Park. This free, all
ages event features
workshops, hands-on
activities, a caterpillar petting
zoo and butterfly plant
vendors. Call 891-1515.

Movies @
Founders
July 8 –
“Shrek Forever After” (PG)
July 9 –
“Meet Me in St. Louis” (NR)
• SATO 48: “Start With A Story”
& “wavelengths”
July 15 –
“Nanny McPhee Returns” (PG)
July 16 –
“Burlesque” (PG-13)
• SATO 48: “Le Squid Noir” &
“Corrugated”
July 22 –
“Letters to Juliet” (PG)
July 23 –
“August Light: Wilson’s Creek
and the Battle for Missouri” (G)
July 29 – “Rango” (PG)
July 30 –
“The Social Network” (PG-13)
• SATO 48: “Synchronicity” &
“Drop Job” & “The String”

Springfield steps up for Joplin
department donated some 250 doses to the wider
The devastating tornado that hit Joplin on May
efforts to protect public health amid several square
22 was a call to action for City of Springfield
miles of dangerous waste and debris. Two animal
employees. In the days and weeks following the
storm, employees from several departments made
➤See RESPONSE on page 3 .
their way west to assist their
counterparts and the people of Joplin.
Springfield Greene-County
Emergency Management personnel
were on site within a couple of hours of
the tornado’s touchdown. They
remained to assist with emergency
operations 24 hours a day for the next
two weeks, earning praise for their
approach and coordination efforts from
Federal Emergency Management
Agency officials.
The Public Works Department sent
a convoy of vehicles along with
manpower. In all, that Department sent
36 employees and provided the use of
17 trucks, 13 dump trucks, two loaders,
a tractor-trailer, two vans and two
flatbed trucks. Public Works employees
helped clear roadways and other areas
of debris so rescue efforts and other
critical functions could take place.
The Springfield-Greene County
Public health and public safety were among the primary operations
Health Department sent employees to
that City of Springfield and Greene County employees assisted with after
administer tetanus shots, and the
the May 22 tornado in Joplin.

MoDOT’s Weiler named airport head
The Springfield-Branson National
Airport Commission in Johnson County,
Airport announced the selection of Brian
Kan., from 1995-1997.
C. Weiler as the airport’s next Director of
Hiring a Director of Aviation is the
Aviation on June 23.
responsibility of the Airport Board. Weiler
Weiler, 45, is currently Multimodal
replaces Gary Cyr, who retired in April.
Director for the Missouri Department of
“Brian has a proven track record of
Transportation, where he is responsible for
leadership and airport management,” said
state government involvement in aviation,
Airport Board chairman Jim Enyart, who
rail, waterways, transit and freight
also chaired the selection committee. “He
development. Before assuming that role in Brian Weiler
has a firm grasp on not only the aviation
2002, Weiler was Administrator of
industry, but also the larger transportation
Aviation for MoDOT from 1997-2002. He
picture as a whole and the many strategic
was director of Aviation for the Johnson County
issues we face going forward.”
➤See AIRPORT on page 2 .

Integrity
To behave in accordance with
your values, to be sincere,
and to be faithful to what you
believe is important.
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■ AIRPORT from page 1.

Weiler served in the U.S. Marine Corps as an
Air Traffic Controller from 1984 to 1987 before
being honorably discharged. He holds a
bachelor’s degree in Professional Aeronautics
from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University and
a master’s degree in Aviation Safety from the
University of Central Missouri. He managed
airports for the City of St. Joseph and Martin
County, Fla., in the 1990s.
“Our community is extremely fortunate to
have Brian Weiler as our new Director of
Aviation” said City Manager Greg Burris.
“Brian’s proven leadership abilities, combined
with his professionalism and experience at the
local, state, and national levels, make him a great
fit for Springfield. He will be a great addition to
our Leadership Team and I look forward to
working with him.”

In addition to his professional duties, Weiler
has been an adjunct instructor at the University
of Central Missouri since 1992, and holds a
private pilot’s license. Weiler is married with
four children.
“I am very excited about my selection and this
opportunity,” said Weiler. “The airport has
undergone many recent improvements and is
already a tremendous community asset. I’m
looking forward to working with stakeholders to
make it even better.”
Weiler’s anticipated start date will be August
1, 2011. Head duties at the airport will continue
to be fulfilled by interim director Shawn
Schroerder through that time.
“We are very appreciative of Shawn’s
leadership during this time of transition,” Burris
said.

The Department of Public Works is taking a
transportation. In all, there are nearly a quarter of a
new approach to selecting projects for future ¼-cent billion dollars worth of improvements that could be
and 1/8-cent project
made inside the City limits
proposals. In past elections,
over the next 20 years.
Take the survey! Pass it on
Public Works has chosen
The two sales taxes, along
www.springfieldmo.gov/traffic
the list of specific projects
with various grants and
funding from private
for each vote. Now the
developers, will likely
Department is seeking more
produce about $200 million for improvements in
citizen input on needed improvements well in
the next 20 years.
advance in order to ensure more public buy-in at
That leaves a $50 million gap between the needs
election time.
The tool for gathering this input is an online
and possible improvements.
survey. Employees are encouraged to pass the web
“We are fortunate that Springfield voters have
address to their friends, family and neighbors to
had the foresight to dedicate and renew these two
help get the word out. The survey can be found at
sales taxes,” said Phil Broyles, Co-Interim Director
of Public Works. “Yet we have more than $250
www.springfieldmo.gov/traffic.
Engineers have identified more than 70
million worth of improvements that could be made
proposed projects designed to not only make our
in the City. So prioritizing is key, and citizen input
streets safer, but more user-friendly for all modes of is an important part of that process.”

FY12 budget approved, sales tax up
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Public Works pushes for public input

The new budget has been approved, and sales
tax revenues for the just-completed fiscal year
ended in positive territory for the first time since
2007.
The Fiscal Year 2012 budget takes effect on July
1 and was passed without major changes by City
Council. As previously mentioned in the SCENE
and via e-mail, the budget includes merit step
increases for eligible employees and an additional
$1,000 for those who are already at the last step in
the pay scale. Merit increases will occur on an
employee’s evaluation date, while the $1,000 addition
will be distributed throughout the year beginning
in July.
Council took no exception to the proposal to
back fill 12 frozen positions that include two animal
control officers, a fire marshal, three police services
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representatives, and other positions in the Law
Department, Human Resources, Finance and the
Municipal Court. The planned spin-off of a new
Environmental Services Department from within
Public Works will take effect July 1.
The new budget forecasts a modest 1.7 percent
increase in General Fund sales tax revenue, the
largest single revenue source for the City. At the
same time, the year-end figures for sales tax revenue
ended the fiscal year in the black for the first time
in three years. Sales tax revenues were 2.2 percent
above last year.
The last time sales tax revenue ended a fiscal
year above the previous one was in June 2007, when
it was up 3 percent. Annual sales tax figures were
down 2, 3 and 8 percent, respectively, in 2008, 2009
and 2010.

The SCENE is published monthly by the
City of Springfield,
840 Boonville, P.O. Box 8368,
Springfield, MO, 65801.
Comments and articles which appear in
The SCENE do not necessarily reflect the
views or opinions of City administration
or any employee thereof, but are for
information only. Permission to reprint
material may be obtained from the
Department of Public Information,
(417) 864-1010.

MISSION
We are committed to
Working with the Community
to provide ethical and
responsible local government
so that everyone can enjoy the
benefits of living and working
in Springfield.

SCENE Deadline
July 8, 2011
Please direct your
submissions to
Mike Brothers in the
Department of Public
Information. Submissions
and ads via e-mail are
preferred:
thescene@springfieldmo.gov.
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■ RESPONSE from page 1.

control officers were also part of that
effort, as hundreds of animals were
suddenly left scared and confused with no
homes or food.
Employees from the Public Information
Department spent several days creating a
10-minute video that helped to explain
FEMA’s guidelines for properly removing
debris from private property and how to
get reimbursed for it. The video was shown
at a citywide town hall meeting.
The Police and Fire Departments also
played a big role. Along with OEM, Police
and Fire were among the first on the scene
after the storm. The Police Department
sent nearly every one of its 326 uniformed
officers to Joplin at some point during a
three-week stretch. Those officers logged
more than 16,000 miles driven in their
vehicles traveling to and within Joplin.
Fire Department employees were on the
ground working round-the-clock for the
first 60 hours in direct response. After that,
fire crews moved to rotating shifts for the
next week. In all, the Fire Department
deployed 72 personnel and 15 apparatuses.
Inspectors from Building Development
Services helped inspect numerous damaged
buildings and will likely be asked to return

as the huge task of
inspecting thousands
of damaged buildings
and approving new
development
happens.
Employees from
911, Parks, and the
Zoo were also part of
the response from
Springfield.
Our contributions
during this
extraordinary time
did not go
unnoticed. Citizens
and officials in
Joplin were thankful A Convoy of PW trucks left for Joplin shortly after the tornado hit on May 22.
and appreciative of
all of the assistance that came pouring into Council and the public of the City’s
contributions.
Joplin in the hours and days after the
“We will continue to assist when asked,”
storm destroyed about a third of their
Burris said. “It will be a very long, tough
town.
road to recovery in Joplin. Their city will
Governor Jay Nixon sent a letter to the
never be the same. We also continue to
more than 400 agencies that responded
discuss any lessons we can learn from this
after the storm (see page 8) to thank their
tragedy in order to make sure Springfield
employees. “When disaster struck, you
is as prepared as possible for major
were there,” Nixon said. “And your work
emergencies like this. It could have just as
made a difference.”
easily been us.”
At the June 13 City Council meeting,
City Manager Greg Burris informed

Historic Doling Park to be improved for a new century
The City and Springfield-Greene County
Park Board broke ground on improvements
at Doling Park on June 13, in the fourth in a
series of lake, stream and waterway
improvement projects in historic parks.
The $1.3 million Doling Park waterway
improvements will improve safety, water
quality and aesthetics, while focusing on
sustainability and environmental protection of
the historic park. Funding for the project is
provided by the 2006 County-wide Parks Sales

Tax and a Federal Section 319 Grant from
the Missouri Department of Natural
Resources. The project is expected to be
completed by spring 2012.
The project includes: repairing eroded
lake banks and waterway to improve the
water quality and aesthetics of Doling Lake;
improving access with walkways and trails
around the lake, along with access near the
park’s Giboney Cave; improving the lake
spillway; and addition of rain garden and

wetland area to improve water runoff quality,
using natural and native materials.
At the event, officials spoke about the
colorful history of the park, from its origin as
a homesteading site in the 1800s to use as an
amusement park through much of the next
century. The improvements will secure the
park’s future for the 21st century, said Parks
Director Jodie Adams.

New exercise equipment up and running in Busch
New exercise equipment is
now in the lower level of the
Busch Building. An informal
survey done earlier this year
found approximately 36 people
in nine departments use the
equipment regularly. Some of
the equipment was in poor
condition. Funds from
purchasing card rebates were
used to buy the new
equipment. The old equipment
was taken to the Municipal
Court building for employee
use there.
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MILESTONES
Service Anniversaries 10 years
35 years
Daniel Beauchamp
Michael Crocker
Superintendent of the Zoo
Parks – 07/22/76

20 years
Vera Clemmons
911 Telecommunicator
Emergency Communications –
07/29/91
Mark Copeland
Fire Equipment Operator
Fire – 07/01/91
Roger Lile
Professional Engineer
Public Works – 07/08/91
Patrick Planer
Program Compliance
Coordinator
Workforce Development –
07/01/91

15 years
Anita Cotter
Assistant City Clerk
City Clerk – 07/22/96

Building Maintenance Worker
Parks – 07/19/01
Teresa Lindsay
Payroll Coordinator
Human Resources – 07/23/01
Jason Morrow
Network Engineer
Information Systems – 07/16/01
Jared Willard
Video Specialist
Public Information – 07/01/01
Dak Henning
Nicholas Mittag
Eric Pinegar
John Stalker
John Stowe
Police Officers
Police – 07/09/01
Fredrick Beck
Police Corporal
Police – 07/09/01
Debra Lawrence
Administrative Assistant to the
Director
Fire – 07/30/01

Richard Mayer
Grounds Maintenance Crew
Leader
Parks – 07/21/01

5 years
Larry Haugness
Community Recreation
Coordinator
Parks – 07/10/06
Floyd Harvill
Keith Kenyeri
J. B. Lilley
Darin Miller
Zachary Schmidt
Jason Wells
Firefighters
Fire – 07/31/06
James Burton
Fire Equipment Operator
Fire – 07/31/06
Jane Pike
Police Services Representative
Police – 07/17/06
Marilyn Saab
Police Services Representative
Police – 07/05/06
Kimberly Mahan
Health Program Assistant
Health – 07/08/06
Dustin Garner
Arborist
Parks – 07/17/06

2008 Nissan Armada LE 4x4 seats eight, loaded,
24,000 mi., factory warr. till 10/2012. $33,500. For
details call Kevin at 872-7234.

lost & found
Lost at Busch Building June 13, 2011 a thin, black
Cross brand pen. Sentimental value. Call Melody
at 840-2078.

free
FREE Swing Set—Two swings, a swinging bar
and a glider. Needs one leg replaced from ice
storm damage. Call Melody at 840-2078.

for sale
Glass perfume bottle collection; mostly small
bottles, have some older Avon bottles too. Buy all
as a group (approximately 52 to 55 bottles) or
individually. Reasonably priced at $3 each or buy
the complete collection for $100 Call Kathy at
619-5511 or leave a call back message at 881-2591.
Coffee ... the world’s favorite beverage! Julia’s Java
Gourmet Coffee offers a large variety of fresh
roasted coffees. Visit www.juliasjava.com or call
882-6344 for a brochure.
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Ladie’s Bicycle for sale. Make-Diamond Back;
Model-Wildwood; Color-Gold/White. $150. Call
Rose at 877-9499.
Visioneer flatbed scanner, model 9420, USB
Driver and Software disk included, $25.
Newcomb 4-harness weaving loom, 45” wide,
$700. Call Phil at 848-8450.
1970 14 ft Lund aluminum V-bottom boat with 25
hp Johnson outboard motor and trailer. $1,100.
Contact Pete 224-5308.
Ruger, 12 gauge over and under shotgun, 28”
barrel, less than 1 box of shells fired in it. Call
Jerry at (816) 229-1496.
Bach student trombone in good shape with extra
mouthpiece, cleaning kit, slide lube, hard case,
etc. $225 OBO (paid $750). Call David at 299-5140.
Homemade Goats Milk Soap. Made with
essential oils especially for moisturizing and skin
care. Contact Steve Brawn at 299-0956 AFTER
5pm daily, or visit www.stegsfarm.com to view
and order.

Matthew Daily
Aircraft Services Specialist
Airport – 07/10/06

Promotions
Andrew Davis
Parks Caretaker – Parks
Kevin Dill
Computer Technician –
Information Systems

Retirements
Edward Halasey
Golf Facilities Supervisor
Parks – 14 years
Deborah Westall
Systems Coordinator
Police – 22 years

Important Dates
July 1 FY 2011-2012 Budget
Year Begins
July 2 Fireworks at the Field –
4th of July Celebration
July 4 Independence Day,
City offices closed
July 18 Police/Fire retirees
meeting, 6:30 p.m.,
Heritage Cafeteria,
1364 E. Battlefield Rd.

Meat Rabbits, $8 each. Call Tina at 818-7017.

services
Next Level Sport Karate - 1317 W Sunshine,
Springfield. Offering Classes in Tae Kwon Do,
Hapkido, and Zumba Fitness. 417-496-5038 or
online @nextlevelsportkarate.com
Need someone to watch your furry family
members or house-sit while you’re on vacation?
Responsible, 3.8GPA college student will take
care of them for you! Call Alan at 615-613-6184.
Custom Wood Working. Cedar Chests, Shelves,
Gun Cabinets, & Book Shelves. Contact: Roger
Chaffin at 872-9705 or 883-9304.
Professional power washing. Free estimates. Call
John at 766-1754.
Guitar lessons: Electric bass guitar or acoustic
upright. Electric: Country rock swing; Upright:
bluegrass swing or rockabilly slap. I have two
uprights so you don’t have to haul yours. Former
Branson player. Call 838-3084.
Do you have something to sell or a service
to offer? Advertise it for free in the SCENE.
Call Mike Brothers at 864-1119 or send an
e-mail to thescene@springfieldmo.gov.

JULY BIRTHDAYS
1

Julie Greer
Abigail Hawkins
Ralph Hurley
Jerry Johnson
Ken Shaw
Michael Vasso
John Copelin
Sandra Dirksen
Jan Harmon
Clint Hunt
Bradley Nelson
Dustin Bowling
Ronnie Box
Beau Fore
Joseph Gatiba
Kevin Grundy
Hilary Johnson
Allen Neal
Julie White
John Albert
Christina Bumgarner
Peter Longley
Gary Lumley
Leah Marquart
Ruth Brown
Roger Chaffin
Marilyn Day
Catherine Harper
Robert Parks
Robert Turan
Matthew Dwyer
Kelly Green
Randy Woods
Michael Dlouhy
Lee Hart
Michael Harter
William Miletello
Bill Weaver
Travis Altic
Michael Binder
David Tucker
Christopher Woods

CM
911
PRK
POL
PRK
911
PW
PRK
PRK
FR
FR
PW
PW
POL
IS
POL
PRK
POL
POL
FR
PRK
PRK
BDS
PRK
HL
PRK
FN
PRK
POL
POL
PW
PW
PW
PRK
PRK
PRK
POL
PDV
911
PW
PRK
POL

Jeremy Anderson
Jonathan Conklin
Steven Farmer
Shelby Feistner
Steven Phillips
Chad Sullivan
Alva Arnold
Rick Crismas
William Hateley
Gary Kellogg
Jason Saliba
William Fitzgerald
Mark Foos
Sarah Giddings

POL
POL
911
HL
FR
FR
POL
911
PW
PW
PW
PRK
POL
PRK

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11

Charles Jackson
Betty Maples
David Pilkinton
Janet Smith

AIR
PRK
PW
WD

Jude Griesemer
Thomas Highfill
Hannah Keeth
David Riggs
Douglas Chadwell
Bradley Karr
McKinley Hoogeveen
John Langley
Marleen Maupin
Donald Mayabb
Robert McPhail
Annette Rude

PRK
PRK
PRK
PRK
FR
FR
PRK
PW
911
POL
POL
FN

Anna Algeo
Kaci Burns
James Closser
David Davis
Angela Foster
Shawn Freeman
Allyn Goshy
Jordan Kirbey
Clinton Pratte
Logan Schwalm
Doug Simmons
Paul Tyler
Kendra Williams
David Alday
Dak Henning
Benjamin Kellner
Emily Sharp
Kelly Sisco
16 Chad Immekus
Allyson Mason
Eric Wahlquist
Blake Compton
Christina Flood
Glenn Kimberlin
Thomas Shaw
Dianne Wolf
Amber Bozarth
Richard Dutcher
Sara Garretson
Kevin Gipson
Nicholaus Goodin
Meliss Jennings
Jason Laub
Mark Roy
Emily Wagner
Robert Brown
Scott Deckard
Jason Emory
Kathleen Griswold
Wendy Jenkins
Thomas Kelley

POL
HR
POL
FR
HL
PRK
PRK
PRK
PRK
PRK
PRK
FR
HL
FR
POL
PRK
PRK
POL
POL
PRK
POL
PRK
POL
FR
PW
MC
PRK
PRK
PW
HL
PRK
911
POL
AIR
PW
POL
FR
AIR
PRK
AIR
POL

12
13
14

15
17

18

19

Jordan Shelton
Kayla Smith
Ronnie Smith
Mark Stroud

PRK
PRK
PRK
AIR

Justin Caldwell
Tyler Follis
Amy Harris
Crystal Higdon
David Hudson
Jordan Lewis
Karen McKinnis
Seward Meintsma
Brian Olle
Tad Peters
James Ray
Brittany Vincent
Dorothy Vinzant
Jeffrey White
Dillon Brown
Kimberly Brown
Jordan Dickson
Gerald Montgomery
Stephanie Pool
Edgar Ratliff
Margaret Still
Cyrus Taylor
Anthony Coble
Philip Curtis
Cynthia Daniels
Andrea Havin
Justin Hollingsworth
Tyra Knox
Katie Shipe
Kevin Shipley
David Smith
Richard Stonehouse
Joshua Strong
Sierra Bell
Ryan Fitzpatrick
Kevin Kuse
John Peine
Diane Markley
Erin Rountree
Jack Ellis
Kelsey Garnett
Michael Giles
Michael Groves
Kevin Houseman
Richard Kennehan
Garett Raney
Lauren Rawson
Samantha Roussel
Hannah Grubbs
Bryan Lundquist
Rachel Savage
Sheila Schembri

PW
HL
POL
POL
PRK
PRK
HL
BDS
PW
POL
PW
PRK
PRK
PRK
PRK
PW
PRK
PDV
PRK
PRK
FN
PRK
PW
PRK
PW
HR
POL
ART
PRK
POL
PRK
PRK
PW
PRK
PRK
PW
WD
PRK
PRK
FR
PRK
PW
WD
AIR
IS
FR
PRK
PRK
PDV
PW
PRK
WD

20

21

22

23
24
25

26

27

Emily Chamberlin
Donald Choate
Karyn Highfill
Brandon Penrose
Mark Phillips
John Rippe
Flint Roufs
Ronald White
Marshall Green
Jessica Hashagen
Justin Lloyd
Julie Putman
Rachel Stuck
Kenneth Taylor
Scott Umbarger
Sherryl Willhoit
Marcus Winstead

PRK
PW
PW
POL
FR
PW
POL
PRK
PRK
PRK
POL
PRK
PRK
PRK
POL
WD
FR

Faye Barksdale
Randy Barnts
Jarrett Burke
Holly Cuoco
Tyler Dill
James Frieze
Justin Gargus
Bobby Rawson
Casey Wallace
Jerry Weatherman
Steven Webb
Derrick Wong
Lisa Brenneman
Harvey Bright
Benjamin Hall
Christopher Laughlin
Christopher Skalicky
David Sun
Stephanie Wilde
Jessica Bricker
Joseph Curry
Mikael Irvine

POL
HL
AIR
WD
PRK
FR
POL
PRK
PRK
PW
PRK
POL
HL
FR
PW
POL
PRK
PRK
PRK
HL
POL
PRK

28

29

30
31

Abbreviations
911
AIR
ART
BDS
CC
CM
EM
FN
FR
HL
HR
IS
LAW
MC
OG
PRK
PDV
DPI
POL
PW
WD

Emergency Comm.
Airport
Art Museum
Building Dev.
City Clerk
City Manager
Emergency Mgt.
Finance
Fire
Health
Human Resources
Info. Systems
Law
Municipal Court
Ozark Greenways
Parks
Planning & Dev.
Public Information
Police
Public Works
Workforce Dev.
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Employee assistance plan can help those in need
Are you feeling like your life is out of
balance? If so, the Employee Assistance
Plan may be helpful.
This benefit encompasses a full range of
services to aid employees and members of
their family in finding solutions, resources,
and educational opportunities to overcome
temporary obstacles or crises in life.
The EAP is designed to provide
professional assistance in dealing with
personal issues that may influence your
health, well-being, or work effectiveness.
Here are some key highlights of the
Employee Assistance Plan:
• Strict confidentiality,

• All employees are eligible for this
benefit,
• The initial assessment appointment
plus 3 counseling sessions are 100
percent paid by the City. Additional
sessions may be covered through the
City’s health plan.
• Counseling is available on topics such
as family/marital issues,
parenting/dependent care, elderly
parent issues, emotional difficulties,
stress related to work and personal
issues, substance abuse, financial
difficulties, and conflict resolution for
work and personal situations.

New Directions is the provider of our
Employee Assistance Plan services. By
calling them directly at 877-254-0781 you
will speak with a knowledgeable, licensed
professional who will assist in finding
valuable community resources, educational
opportunities, or help in setting up an
initial counseling appointment.
Questions about or problems with the
Employee Assistance Plan should be
directed to Peggy Thompson, Senior
Human Resources Specialist, at 864-1608 or
via the City’s e-mail.

Public Works bridges into local school
More than 250 students from Ed V.
Williams Elementary school helped the
City and Public Works break ground on a
new pedestrian bridge spanning Kearney
Street at the school.
Engineer Stacy Bergmann has been
working with the school to educate
students about what engineers do and the
importance of math and science to the
profession. The students also voted on a
name for the new bridge: Mustang
Walkway, after their school mascot.
The bridge is likely to be in place by
this fall at an estimated construction cost

of approximately $1 million. Funding
comes from the 1/8-cent Sales Tax for
Transportation. Hartman & Company
is the contractor for the project. The
new bridge will be compliant with
ADA requirements, and several new
parking spaces for parents to pick up
students will be installed along
Roosevelt Avenue on the south side of
the structure.
The new bridge will replace one
that was removed from this location in
November 2010 after the bridge deck
shifted.

The June
1991 firefighter
rookie class
celebrated their
20 year
anniversary
recently by
gathering all
the members
back together
for a recreation
of the original
1991 photo.
From left to right: Gervais “Bub” Herbert, Mike Steenstra, Rex Frieze, Brad Eden, Randy Rossner, Dean Curtis, David Minnehan,
Mike Owens and Mike Wade. Bub Herbert retired in August of 2000 after 29 years of service and Mike Steenstra went out on a duty
disability after 9 years of service.
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Do You Know…?

In Brief
Phone Book
Recycling
During the month of June, Girl
Scout Troop #10581 picked up over
471 phone books to be recycled from
Government Plaza offices. This
equates to an estimated 1,413 lbs. of
recycled paper.
Thank you to everyone who
participated in this recycling effort.
If you were unable to join in this
effort, please remember that phone
books, as well as other paper
materials, can be recycled year round
in the appropriate recycling bins and
dumpsters.

Take a break
Government Plaza employees have
a new, nearby option for breakfast
and lunch. Fog City Coffee is now
open in the Midtown Carnegie
Branch Library, 397 E. Central St.
The kiosk is in the library’s south
lobby, off Central Street.
Treat yourself to your favorite
blend of Fog City Coffee, smoothies,
espresso drinks and teas, breakfast
bagels and pastries, fresh salads and
sandwiches. Bistro-style seating or
carry out are available.
To place orders or for
information, call 616-0470. Fog City
Coffee is open during Library hours:
8:30 a.m.-7 p.m. Monday-Thursday;
8:30 a.m.-6p.m. Friday; 8:30 a.m.-5
p.m. Saturday; closed Sunday.

Fireworks at the Field
Celebrate Independence Day with
the largest fireworks show in the
region in downtown Springfield. The
first “Fireworks at the Field” event
will be held Saturday, July 2 at
Hammons Field.
Fireworks begin at 9:45 p.m. Live
music begins at 3 p.m. featuring the
Retrognomes, Little Hoover’s Big
Band, Someone Still Loves You Boris
Yeltsin, and Big Smith. Other
activities include interactive exhibits
at Discovery Center, ice skating at
Mediacom Ice Park, arts and crafts
at the Creamery Arts Center, and
inflatables for the kids at Hammons
Field.

Tickets are on sale now at
Springfield Area Price Cutters and
Hammons Field. They are $5 in
advance, $7 at the gate, children 5
and under free. Military discount
with valid id at the gate. Call 8316200.

Red-light cameras
on hold again
Plans to re-activate the red-light
camera system in Springfield are on
hold indefinitely following a judge’s
ruling in St. Louis declaring that
city’s system to be invalid under state
law. The ruling claimed that St.
Louis has no authority whatsoever to
run such a system with permission
from the state. The same company
that would administer Springfield’s
next contract also runs the St. Louis
system and so Springfield cannot
proceed based on this case. St. Louis
is appealing the decision, but City
Attorney Dan Wichmer estimates it
will take at least six months before
that process wraps up.

A Q & A of City of Springfield employees. To
suggest a colleague for a “Do You Know…?” profile,
email thescene@springfieldmo.gov.

Jack Davis
Maintenance Mechanic,
Southwest Wastewater
Treatment Plant,
Public Works.
Jack has worked for the City
for more than 5 years.

What has been your greatest achievement?
My family. We have two children.
What’s one thing about you most people don’t know?
I like chocolate.
What do you like most about your job?
Making a difference.
What was your parent’s best advice?
Treat others with courtesy and respect.
What didn’t you learn in school?
All of the options available in life.

Per diem policy
New rules for employee per diem
reimbursements take effect July 1.
These rules are outlined in Admin
Memo No. 27, which has been
updated and is available on
CityShare. The changes will bring
the City rules in line with existing
IRS rules, which state that if an
employee is traveling for one day,
meals cannot be claimed as a travel
expense. Therefore, a per diem
amount of $20 is now in effect for
anyone who is both traveling for
more than four hours and traveling
outside the local five-county
metropolitan statistical area (Greene,
Christian, Dallas, Polk and Webster
counties). Purchasing cards may not
be used, no receipts are necessary,
and the per diem amount can be
coded directly into Oracle for those
who do self-service timecards. The
$20 amount is added to your pay,
and is taxable.

From the SCENE archives
20 Years Ago – July 1991
• The 10th Anniversary of Firefall is to be held at the
Springfield Regional Airport with a $30,000
fireworks display.
• The 2nd Annual Police Officer’s Ball is a big
success.
• Jodie Adams is certified as a professional tennis
instructor with the United States Professional
Tennis Registry.

10 Years Ago – July 2001
• The City of Springfield won the 2001 Public
Improvements Award from the Missouri
Department of Economic Development for the
Boonville Avenue Streetscape project.
• The Springfield/Greene County Parks Department
embarks on a major program to acquire and
preserve land for parks and create new recreational
facilities if voters approve a ¼ cent sales tax planned
for the November 2001 ballot.
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Working with
the Community
Awards & Recognition

To: City Manager Greg Burris
On behalf of the people of Missouri, I extend my
thanks to your organization for your quick and
professional response to one of the most devastating
natural disasters in the history of our state.
The tornado that struck Joplin on May 22 destroyed
thousands of homes and businesses; demolished schools;
devastated a hospital; and, tragically, killed more than 150
men, women, and children. During that dark hour, the
compassion, professionalism and skill of thousands of
first-responders brought light and hope to our state.
Police officers, firefighters, EMTs and other
professionals from more than 400 agencies and
organizations responded to Joplin in the immediate
aftermath of the storm. When disaster struck, you were
there. And your work made a difference.
Certain special individuals take an oath to devote their
lives to law enforcement and public safety. These men
and women, like you, put their lives on the line and
choose to head toward danger, not away from it. Our law
enforcement officers, firefighters and other firstresponders deserve our highest respect and admiration.
And for your service in Joplin’s hour of need, you also
deserve our most heartfelt thanks.
As Governor, I thank you and the men and women of
your agency for the outstanding work you do each and
every day, and for your extraordinary service in Joplin. I
also ask you to join me in remembering Master
Patrolman Jefferson Taylor, of Riverside, Mo., who was
killed in the line of duty in Joplin after the tornado. His
life and service are an example to us all.
Thank you for your service and leadership during this
critical time for Missouri.

Sincerely,
Jeremiah W. (Jay) Nixon
Governor
Ryan Nicholls, Director of the Springfield-Greene County
Office of Emergency Management, has been recognized
as the 2011 recipient of Ozarks Technical Community
College’s Distinguished Alumni Award. Nicholls leads the
county office in the coordination of disaster planning and
preparedness, public disaster readiness programs,
training programs for first responders, severe weather
monitoring, coordination of the county’s Homeland
Security Regional Response Team, and much more.
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Presented with his award at OTC’s annual
commencement ceremony in May, Nicholls received his
G.E.D. at the College, and then spent three semesters
there working toward his degree. Since then, he has
completed a Masters Degree in Fire and Emergency
Management at Oklahoma State University, and has
earned Certified Emergency Manager credentials from
the International Association of Emergency Management.

Fire Marshals
Commissioned as
Federal Marshals
All five Springfield
Fire Department Fire
Marshals received
limited commissions
through the U.S.
Marshal’s Office on
June 9, 2011, as part
of a nationwide
Pictured from left to right: Kevin Binam,
strategy giving them Ben Basham, Mark Epps, Bill Spence, and
the ability to assist
Phil Noah.
in investigations
across jurisdictional boundaries. For example, if an
explosion occurs in northern Arkansas, they can go to
and assist in the investigation as needed.

Investigative Unit of the Year
The Missouri State Investigators Association (MSIA)
has selected the Springfield Police Department’s Child’s
Victim Unit as the Investigative Unit of the Year.
The criteria for selection is based on the unit making
an “exceptional contribution to the field of investigations
and the community it serves.” The unit is being
recognized for providing outstanding investigative work,
innovative services to the citizens they serve, contributing
to the productivity of the SPD, and exceeding
expectations set by the SPD.
The Child’s Victim Unit consists of five investigators:
Cpl. Fred Beck, Cpl. Eric Reece, Cpl. Steve Schwind, Cpl.
Nathan Thomas and Sgt. Mark Deeds. These five
investigators have worked together since 2007 and have
carried a combined case load of approximately 460 cases
per year. Each investigator has been with the SPD 10 or
more years and each are highly trained in the area of
investigating all crimes against children including child
homicides.

