SPRINGFIELD, MISSOURI
MUNICIPAL COURT
INFORMATION AND RIGHTS

625 NORTH BENTON
SPRINGFIELD, MO 65806
417-864-1890

www.springfieldmo.gov/312/Municipal-Court



The Springfield Mumicipal Cowrt 15 a division of the 31a Judicial Cir-
cuit of Greene County. Municipal Court judges are attomeys and are
appomted by the Spnngﬁeld City Council. The court adjudicates al-
leged violations of city ordinances and the city charter. Court persormel
are here to assist you, but inder no crcumstances may they mve you
legal advice. Concems should be brought to the attention of the court
admumstrator.

If wou are mven a date and time to appear in court, youmust appear and
be m the courtroom when your case i1z called. All cases mveolving a
traffic accident requuire an appearance m court before the judge. If yvou
are m the courtroom and vour case 1z not called, ched: with cowrt per-
sonnel for assistance.

MMunicipal courts are open to the public. While vou are in the court-
room, you are expected to do nothung that would dls.:rupt the court pro-
ceedings. In the courtroom there is no smoking, eating, drinking, or
talking. A baihffis present n the courtroom to ensure that the proceed-
mgs mn smoothly and safely.

You have the nght to see court records for vour case. You have a nght
(at vour own expense) to employ an attomey to represent yvou at arry
time durng the court proceedings. The court may apponrt an attormey
for you if jail 1s a potential sentence and if you cannot afford an attor-
ney. You may walve your nght to an attomey and represent yourself.
You also have the right to reasonable terms of release, including rea-
sonable bail

Your plea

You may plead guilty or not guilty to the charge(s) agamst you. The
court presimmes your mnocence of the charge(s) against vou.

Ifvou plead glty and the judge accepts your plea, the prosecutor 1= not
required to prove your guilt, and the judge then sentences you. The
judge will isten to vou, the prosecutor, and any others that have rele-
vart nformation as to an appropnate sentence.

If you plead not guilty and have a tnal, the prosecutor st present evi-
dence proving vour guilt beyond a reasonable doubt, or vou will be
found not guilty. If vou are found guilty, vou are not given a harsher



sentence solely becanse you wernt to trmal. If you are foumd not gnlty at
tnal the case ends. You also have the option of requesting a pre-tnal
conference to talk to a prosecutor 1f vou plead not gty

Change of judge and disquahfication procedures are found at Missoun
Suprame Court Bule 3733,

Trial

Tnals are held before a judge unless you request a jury tnal. If a jury
trial is requested, the case is certified to the Circuit Court, 31st Judicial
Creowt, for further proceedings. Tnals mclude swom witness testimory
for each side, mcluding cross-exammation of opposng witnesses, and
other evidence. You are then found either multy or not gulty.

You have the nght to testify at yvour tnal, but are not required to do so.
If you do not testify, your silence is not considered an admission of
gmlt If vou testify, the prosecutor may question vou, and the judge or
jury may consider any statement you make.

Sentencing

If the Cowt finds vou gty at tnal. or if vou plead guilty, any or all of
the following may be mposed :

- Fine—up to 31000.00; up to 522300 (ncluding court costs) for
Iany traffic cases; up to 3430.00 (ncluding court
costs) for housing, zoning, or building code violations.

- Jail Sentence - up to 130 days m the county jai on some cases

- Court Costs

- Probation Programs

If the judge orders vou to pay a fine and'or court costs, vou are ex-
pected to pay those costs at the time you appear in court. If vou havea
hardship paying the fine assessed, the judge must allow an extension to
pay. You will be asked to sign an agreament stating vou understand the
conditions by which the judge i1s allowing vou extended time to pay
vour fine. Ifwu carmot pay by the due date and fail to appear on or
before vour due date to show cause why vou cannot pay. a wamarnt for
your amrest may be 1ssued.

Fmes and court costs may be paid by check, casliers chedk, cash, mon-

ey order, Discover, Visa or Mastercard. Fines mav be paid in person or
by ph:nne Monday-Fnday from 2:00 am. to 4:30 pm. After hours, yvou
may drop your payment (BUT NO CASH) in the drop box at the court.



| Appeal

If you lose at tnal, youmay seek anappeal. This 1s called a tnal g no-
ve, and 15 a new tnal m the cirewt court At a tnal e novo, the prose-
cutor must agam prove your guilt beyond a reasonable doubt. A trial e
novo apphcation 1s av ailable at clerk stations, and must be filed within
10 days after vour sentence 1s imposed. You may request waiver of the
filing fee. If you pay any par of your fines and costs during that 10-
day penod, the nght to trial de nove is waived.

If you are a non-U.5. citizen

If vou are not a cibizen, you are hereby advized that a plea of gty to,
or a corwiction for, the offense of which you have been charged may
result in deportation, denial of admission to the United States, or denial
of naturalization under Unuted States law.

If you need ADA accommodations

You have nghts under the Amencans with Disabilities Act (ADA). For
example, 1f vou are deaf or heanng mmpaired, you have the nght to re-
quest assistance, mcluding an mterpreter. Please ask either the judge n
court or the court admirustrator. If vou need help wath other ADA
disabilities, please call (3731 731-4377 or send an e-mail to
accessljustice @ courts mo . gov.



