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bicycling as transportation choices supporting livability within the City of Springfield and its vicinity.
i

ii

Contents
Our Vsion. ...................................................................................................................................................... 1
Chapter One: Making the Case .................................................................................................................... 2
Development Background ........................................................................................................................ 2
History of Plans and Activities................................................................................................................... 3
Chapter Two: A Field Guide 2030 ................................................................................................................ 6
Themes .................................................................................................................................................. 6
Growth Management and Land Use ..................................................................................................... 6
Natural Environment............................................................................................................................. 7
Public Health ......................................................................................................................................... 7
Recreation and Leisure ......................................................................................................................... 8
Transportation ...................................................................................................................................... 9
Summary ................................................................................................................................................. 11
Chapter Three: Goals and Objectives ........................................................................................................ 12
Goal 1 ...................................................................................................................................................... 12
Objectives............................................................................................................................................ 12
Measures............................................................................................................................................. 12
Goal 2 ...................................................................................................................................................... 12
Objectives............................................................................................................................................ 12
Measures............................................................................................................................................. 13
Goal 3 ...................................................................................................................................................... 13
Objectives............................................................................................................................................ 13
Measures............................................................................................................................................. 14
Goal 4 ...................................................................................................................................................... 14
Objectives............................................................................................................................................ 14
Measures............................................................................................................................................. 14
Goal 5 ...................................................................................................................................................... 14
Objectives............................................................................................................................................ 14
Measures............................................................................................................................................. 15
Goal 6 ...................................................................................................................................................... 15
Objectives............................................................................................................................................ 15
Measures............................................................................................................................................. 15
i

Goal 7 ...................................................................................................................................................... 16
Objectives............................................................................................................................................ 16
Measures............................................................................................................................................. 16
Chapter Four: Complete Streets Policy ...................................................................................................... 18
Chapter Five: Complete Person-Power Transportation System ................................................................. 20
Center City .......................................................................................................................................... 20
On-Street Pedestrian System .............................................................................................................. 20
Off-Street Paths .................................................................................................................................. 20
The Link ............................................................................................................................................... 21
On-Street Bicycle System .................................................................................................................... 21
Maps of Facilities ................................................................................................................................ 21
Chapter Six: On-Street Pedestrian Facilities ............................................................................................... 27
Downtown Streets and Main Streets .................................................................................................. 28
Major Streets ...................................................................................................................................... 29
Residential Streets .............................................................................................................................. 29
Commercial and Industrial Streets...................................................................................................... 29
Bus Connections.................................................................................................................................. 30
Design and Regulation ............................................................................................................................ 30
Improvement and Encouragement Programs ........................................................................................ 30
Operation and Maintenance ................................................................................................................... 31
Actions .................................................................................................................................................... 31
Chapter Seven: Off-Street Paths ................................................................................................................. 32
Vision for Off-Street Path Network ......................................................................................................... 33
Design...................................................................................................................................................... 34
Operation and Maintenance ................................................................................................................... 34
Actions .................................................................................................................................................... 34
Chapter Eight: The Link System .................................................................................................................. 36
Design and Operation ............................................................................................................................. 37
Actions .................................................................................................................................................... 38
Chapter Nine: On-Street Bicycle Facilities .................................................................................................. 40
Guiding Principles for Bicycle Network ................................................................................................... 41
Types of Bicycle Facilities ........................................................................................................................ 41
ii

Location of Bicycle Facilities ................................................................................................................... 41
Design...................................................................................................................................................... 42
Operation and Maintenance ................................................................................................................... 43
Regulation and Enforcement .................................................................................................................. 43
Improvement, Encouragement, and Education Programs ..................................................................... 44
Planning and Evaluation.......................................................................................................................... 44
Actions .................................................................................................................................................... 45
Chapter Ten: Implementation .................................................................................................................... 46

iii

iv

Person-Power Mobility Vision for 2030
Our vision is to improve the safety, access, connectivity, convenience, and
prevalence of walking and bicycling as transportation choices supporting
livability within the City of Springfield and its vicinity.
Springfield will have a comprehensive regional pedestrian and bicycle
network that includes paths for walking and bicycling both in public right-ofway and off-street along greenways, through parks and in other corridors
where opportunity is found. The users of the network will feel comfortable and
safe as they interact with motor vehicles on a parallel path or crossing the
network. Pedestrians and bicyclists will be given a high priority in the
downtown and university areas. Land development practices will support
walking and bicycling in the downtown and university areas and along specific
corridors connecting activity centers. City staff will carefully analyze all
vehicle crash data and maintain programs to reduce the number of injuries
and crashes for all users, including motor vehicles, bicycles, and pedestrians,
through facility design and community conversation.
The citizens of Springfield will consider walking their first option for
transportation. For trips that are too far for walking, bicycling will be a
viable mode of transportation. Citizens living and working along streets
within and connecting activity centers will be able to easily choose walking,
bicycling, and reliable, frequent public transit as viable interconnected
transportation options for most trips. Travel by automobile will be safely
integrated with travel by walking and bicycling. The transportation network
will provide mobility and accessibility for people of all ages and abilities
including accessible sidewalks and street crossings where access to property
frontage is provided and pedestrian connection between streets and buildings.
Visitors to Springfield will be able to enjoy our community in a number
of different ways. Visitors will enjoy shopping and entertainment by walking
the streets in downtown and other activity centers. Visitors will enjoy
walking, running, and bicycling on the greenway trails that permeate the
community. Bicycling tours on the roads and paths around Springfield will
draw visitors from throughout the region and nation.
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Chapter One: Making the Case
Walking and bicycling are fun, easy, and cost effective means of transportation that improve the
community quality of life where we live, work, learn, and play. The benefits include:
 Health, by providing an enjoyable means of musculoskeletal and cardiovascular fitness
 Environmental, by reducing heat and air pollution that contribute to global warming and acid
rain, by reducing water pollution, by saving energy, by decreasing reliance on petroleum
products, and by reducing noise pollution created by motor vehicles
 Social Equity, by providing mobility and door-to-door access for all citizens regardless of access
to automobiles (young, old, poor, and others) as well as increasing neighborhood and
community interaction
 Economic, by saving travel expenses, reducing delay due to congestion, and reducing need for
parking spaces
 Reduced traffic congestion, because walkers and bicyclists are not in motor vehicles
 Safety, because pedestrians and bicyclists are travelling slower and generally out of the way of
motor vehicles
 Reduced pavement wear, because of fewer motor vehicles and less wear by bicycles and
pedestrians.

Development Background
Development of the Springfield street system began nearly 200 years ago when the first Ozark
settlers developed foot and wagon paths among their homesteads and trading posts. As the town of
Springfield was surveyed and developed beginning in the mid-nineteenth century, the system of a grid
street network that was being used in developing towns to the east was used in Springfield. Early
improvements for pedestrians included board sidewalks at the edge of the dirt streets. As lumber
buildings were replaced with masonry buildings in the late nineteenth century, streets were paved with
timber, cobble, brick, or concrete pavement materials and sidewalks were constructed of more
permanent paving materials such as brick or concrete. After the Columbian Exposition in Chicago in
1893, towns across the country began investing more in street facilities with paved curbed streets and
concrete or brick sidewalks. Towns created master plans for development, subdivision and street
standards, and procedures for maintaining and operating the infrastructure.
Development was largely confined within cities and towns because travel was dependent upon
walking and public transit for the first third of the twentieth century. Good walking facilities were a high
priority during that period. With the advent of individual motor travel, development was no longer
confined to walking distance of the transit network. The new development was dependent on individual
motor travel, so sidewalks were not a priority. Further, there was a significant need for housing for the
middle class with the expansion after World War II promoting the concept of building houses as quickly
and cheaply as possible. Construction of sidewalks was not required of developers until regulations
requiring sidewalks on major streets and local residential streets within and adjacent to subdivisions
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were adopted in Springfield in 1956 and in Greene County more recently. A ring of development where
the pre-existing farm roads became the major streets with little or no improvement and no sidewalks
were built occurred between 1930 and 1970 around the periphery of earlier development that generally
included sidewalks. When this area was annexed, the City inherited a substandard street system that is
slowly being brought up to a suitable standard.
As a result of these development patterns, central Springfield has streets with sidewalks and
that are easy for bicycling. However, sidewalks are more than 50 years old and need to be rebuilt.
Recent development includes sidewalks and a street network that serves motor traffic, but often lacks
connectivity for walking and bicycling trips outside the residential subdivision. Between these patterns
is a doughnut of subdivisions that do not have adequate facilities for walking or bicycling short or long
distances.
A continuous sidewalk system is important to a large segment of our population. Many people,
that in the past would have been dependent on others for mobility, have gained individual mobility by
use of motorized wheelchairs and other mobility assistance devices. Sidewalks are typically constructed
as a requirement of the subdivision regulation at the time other street improvements are constructed.
When one subdivision was constructed without a sidewalk requirement and others are constructed
around it, there may be a block or a few blocks without sidewalk within a residential area in which
sidewalks are generally present. Because the sidewalk network was built in pieces by each individual
subdivision developer, there are gaps for short distances around barriers and for several lots or entire
blocks. Those that use wheelchairs and other mobility assistance devices need complete accessible
paths or need to know the location of gaps in the accessible paths. Many wheelchair users will use the
street, often in the path of motor vehicles, where no sidewalk is available.
Sidewalks typically have a 50-year life, but repairs are required periodically for subsurface and
surface failure and faults due to foundation collapse, tree root growth, etc. Sidewalks were originally
constructed for healthy walkers, not for persons with inability to negotiate step-ups, including curbs,
such as those using wheelchairs, baby carriages, wagons, and other travel modes requiring a continuous
uniform surface. In recent years, accessibility guidelines have required new construction to address
universal accessibility. The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, a civil rights statute that prohibits
discrimination against people with disabilities, requires that the sidewalk system accommodate all users.
Designing and constructing improvements within the public right-of-way that are not useable by people
with disabilities may constitute discrimination. While Springfield is investing more funds toward
construction of new sidewalk and upgrade of existing sidewalk, the amount of streets that were built
without sidewalks is so great that current construction programs have rectified only a small portion of
the need.

History of Plans and Activities
Several plans and projects related to pedestrian and bicycle mobility occurred between 1971
and 1976. Design standards for public improvements in Springfield that include a standard for sidewalks
on streets by classification were adopted. Provision of pedestrian signals with pushbuttons at signalized
intersections became standard practice. A Parks and Recreation Master Plan that included mapping for
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greenway and park trails was adopted. A 20-mile on-street bike route system was signed and marked in
1976, but was removed in less than a decade. Finally, a School Crossing Protection Manual that provides
policy for provision of walking routes, sidewalk construction, and guidance for crossing protection on
school walking routes was adopted. School walking route maps that show conditions and type of
crossing protection on routes between each elementary school and its surrounding neighborhood
continue to be maintained.
In 1990, the South Creek / Wilson Creek Greenway Plan was adopted by City Council and the
following year Ozark Greenways was incorporated to advocate and plan for greenway trails. Ozark
Greenways, Inc. stepped up to a notice of railroad vacation in 1993 to acquire the property and begin
development of the Frisco Highline Trail between Springfield and Bolivar. Ozark Greenways was
instrumental in the development of the Vision 20/20 Plan and helped trail construction to begin in
earnest in 1998 with construction of three miles of the Galloway Trail and two miles of the South Creek
Trail.
The Springfield – Greene County Comprehensive Plan update known as Vision 20/20: Creating
the Future was an extensive effort involving hundreds of citizens that created a vision with many
features previously not included in the planning process. Much of the public planning process occurred
in 1996 through 1998 and the completion and adoption of each plan element occurred in the next few
years. The guiding precepts of Vision 20/20 represent the synthesized, collective opinion of hundreds of
citizens who participated in a lengthy process of study and debate. The products of the twelve Vision
20/20 focus groups were woven into each element of the plan.
Three objectives of the Vision 20/20 Plan would influence the development of the network for
walking and bicycling. These objectives are:




The preferred development pattern would be more geographically balanced and compact than
past trends
Sustainable growth would be sought by investing in established areas, carefully planning new
neighborhoods, providing attractive public amenities, and protecting environmental resources
Some major intersections and corridors would be targeted as activity centers where mixed and
multiple-use design with a pedestrian orientation would be promoted along with attractive
public spaces, high-quality site planning and architecture, higher density housing and retail
development, and convenient transit service.

The Parks, Open Space, and Greenways Plan Element includes a 130-mile greenway trail system
and addresses the need for on-street connections among the separate greenway trail systems. Passage
in 2001 and renewal in 2006 of a sales tax dedicated to park and greenway construction accelerated the
construction of the greenway trail system.
The goals and objectives contained in the Vision 20/20 plan, among other activities and policies,
set into motion the renewal of the center city area and the renewed consideration for travel by walking
and bicycling. The current bicycle plan was developed shortly after the conclusion of the Vision 20/20
process. Now, fifteen years after this major planning effort and the reaffirmation of community goals
4

through the Field Guide 2030, the person-power mobility network has matured to the extent that the
plan for direction of its continued expansion needs to be reviewed, refined, and, in some cases,
redirected. The Bicycle – Pedestrian Committee of the Springfield Traffic Advisory Board is taking the
lead on this plan update.
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Chapter Two: A Field Guide 2030
The Springfield community, with help from wide cross sections of community and business
representatives, drafted a set of strategic goals for the next 20 years. The collective vision is detailed in
Field Guide 2030, a 20-year plan designed to establish a route for Springfield’s vision. The guide
contains 13 chapters with four unifying themes – sustainability, civic engagement, regionalism and
minimizing poverty – that address the most pressing issues in our community at this time. The guide is
based on two foundational principles: building social capital and leadership development. A
comprehensive Field Guide Action Plan is intended to serve as a more detailed “menu” within which the
community can select objectives that support the major goals listed in this document.
The broader community was engaged to shape a common vision through a comprehensive twoyear process, involving hundreds of stakeholders. The process included a listening tour of 45 meetings to
collect citizen input, evaluation of five community assessments, consideration of organizational strategic
planning processes, input from all segments in our community, regional counterparts and City Council
and the Greene County Commission. A Horizon Scanning Committee comprised of citizens and City and
County staff identified “mega-trends” that could affect our community over the next 20 years, and their
report was provided to each planning committee. All of this served as input to 13 planning committees
and a Strategic Plan Coordinating Committee tasked with developing the roadmap you find in this
document. Field Guide 2030 was adopted by Springfield City Council and Greene County Commission in
February 2014.
Key concepts relating to bicycle and pedestrian transportation and other universal mobility
concepts in the community are specifically named in five of the thirteen chapters and relate to each of
the four themes.
Themes
Universal mobility and person-power mobility are sustainable practices that provide
infrastructure that will continue be used regardless of changes in technology, thereby minimizing energy
use and impact of the surrounding environment. Walking and bicycling encourage civic engagement as
people pass and greet one another, stop and discuss their community, and see their community close
up. The person-power mobility plan developed herein allows for and encourages connection among
Springfield and the surrounding community. Transportation by walking and bicycling requires little
expenditure on equipment and is open to all people regardless of income. Provision of facilities
recommended herein, combined with availability of jobs within a reasonable transportation distance,
can be a component in minimizing poverty in our community.
Growth Management and Land Use
The Growth Management and Land Use Planning Committee has the vision for the future of
Springfield to promote the development of a community that provides a high quality of life in 2030 by
supporting sustainable development; balancing the rights of individual property owners with community
development goals; encouraging innovative strategies for revitalization; building on community
strengths; providing connectivity and accessibility; maintaining natural resources; and promoting
collaboration among the City of Springfield, Greene County, and the surrounding municipalities.
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The balanced growth scenario was determined to be the preferred method of growth by both
the previous Vision 20/20 plan and concurred upon by this Committee. This balanced growth approach
will also lend itself to higher densities. Creating higher densities will prove to be beneficial for future
needs of such issues as housing, transportation, and amenities, plus help to entice future growth in and
around the City.
Among the five primary goals identified, connectivity and sustainability relate directly to personpower mobility. The goal to increase connectivity and accessibility of the City of Springfield, Greene
County, and surrounding municipalities includes objectives to expand greenways, The Link, and other
trail networks to provide better and safer bicycle and pedestrian traffic. The goal to develop the
community in a sustainable manner is based on an assumption that increased development densities
are necessary to support public transportation and can reduce City services cost. Other assumptions are
that a vital city center will encourage increased densities in that area and that infrastructure that
naturally manages storm water and other environmental management practices should be used to
compliment increased development. Objectives for sustainability are to increase density in activity
centers, increase mixed-use development areas, and integrate and encourage alternative modes of
transportation to reduce community dependence on personal vehicles.
Natural Environment
The Natural Environment Chapter includes, for public consideration, several ideas including that
our car-based transportation system adequately serves less than two thirds of our citizens although
everyone pays for it. To reduce pollution, improve efficiency, give people more access and minimize
environmental damage, we should explore public transportation alternatives including complete street
designs to encourage walkers and bicyclists.
The vision of increased person-power mobility influences several of the goals established in this
chapter including maintenance of air quality; reduction of energy consumption; encouragement of low
impact development ; and integration of natural and man-made environment through a green space
system, storm water systems, and watershed protection. Provision for walking and bicycling not only
reduces contamination of the air by motor vehicles, it further mandates clean air for the health of those
walking and bicycling. Walking and bicycling do not require external energy sources and their facilities
have a lower impact on the environment than do those for motor vehicles. Facilities for walking and
bicycling are easily integrated with the natural environments within a green space system that links the
region. Greenway trails within floodways serve as transportation and recreation facilities most of the
time, but since they are not essential emergency routes, can become a part of the storm water system
during periods of heavy flow.
Public Health
The vision for person-power mobility is compatible and supportive of the vision for public health
of a community where, among other things:


Active living environments are safe and provide a greater opportunity for citizens to
routinely engage in physical activity
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Citizens utilize a reliable public transportation system, thereby improving air quality and
access to jobs, health care, and recreational activities
Community leaders understand and base decisions on the interrelationships of the
environment, transportation, land use, and public health
Economic development opportunities provide a high quality of life, a healthy place to
live and work, and attract diverse citizenry

Among objectives for the goal to develop and ensure safe and healthy environments both
indoors and outdoors are to develop a “complete streets” policy to assure all new construction and
reconstruction roadway projects accommodate all users—including pedestrians of all ages and abilities,
bicyclists, transit users, and motorists and to promote and encourage connectivity between parks, trails,
bus routes, residential, and commercial areas. Goals contained in the Growth Management and Land
Use Chapter and the Transportation Chapter are identified as inter-relationships that impact health
directly. With efficient growth management and land use, communities can develop walking paths, bike
paths, parks for recreation and leisure, among other efforts that encourage ongoing physical activity and
community inter-connectedness. For communities to maintain their health and improve their health
outcomes, transportation must be available to and from grocery stores, farmer’s markets, health care
providers and other health-related organizations.
Recreation and Leisure
The vision for recreation and leisure is to create a safe, accessible, comprehensive system of
parks, open space, and greenways with sufficient land and facilities that connects selected public and
private spaces while preserving the natural environment, and creating the Community as a Park concept
through the participation and dedication of all segments of the community working in concert with the
Park Board, the City of Springfield, Missouri, and Greene County.
Themes for the Recreation and Leisure Chapter include the community as a park, environmental
considerations, social considerations, and recreational experiences. The concept of “Community as a
Park,” is based on the principle that the pattern of the park system must be designed to structure urban
land use in a rational and harmonious manner on the foundation of the open space system, which is
comprised of parks, greenways, pathways, sensitive and significant features, and open land. The pattern
includes: existing and future parks; the street and parkway system; utility easements; the drainage-ways
forming the basis for greenways; lakes; significant and sensitive natural features; schools; other public
land; open space; and private recreation land.
Within this Community as a Park theme, all human needs such as housing, employment,
commerce, education, transportation, preservation, conservation, and recreation occur in rational and
harmonious patterns that respect and enhance the landscape. The Community as a Park concept
supports quality of life, community sustainability, and complementary property relationships which
enhance individual and community wealth and prosperity. Essentially, the park system must be designed
in a way that moves the community into a development mind-set that embraces the fundamental
proposition that the entire community is a park.
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These lands and facilities form a pattern that helps define the physical community. Existing and
future parks located strategically throughout the community provide land for recreation and open
space. Greenways provide pathways, open space, and hiking and biking opportunities along diverse
corridors within the community linking many of the parks and open spaces with each other and
residents. School land, City Utilities land, and other public land also serve people as parks and open
space in the system. As development occurs, it should be built in concert with the park, open space, and
greenway system, connecting people’s living and working environments with the open space system.
The most important element in this pattern is the greenway system. Greenways are critical in providing
the paths and connections within the system and are the “thread” that binds the entire community
together.
The parks system, along with other systems, is a means for providing the structure to preserve
land for environmental and recreational purposes. Protection of stream corridors and significant natural
features and resources combined with reconstruction and maintenance of urban streams as living
streams can be achieved in partnership with the City and County storm water divisions. Trails, utility
easements and natural drainage systems can be used to connect residential development to parks.
The concept was the one major theme identified by every focus group. Additional parks,
greenways, trails, and preserved open space and trees were desired as a necessary component of the
community’s future development pattern. It is also noted that parks and greenway trails have a specific
impact on transportation throughout the region. A plan for a minimum of 130 miles of greenways trails
is in place to develop and connect neighborhoods, schools, parks, businesses, and communities
throughout the region over a 20 year period as funds and land become available. As 100 miles of
developed greenway trails in service is eclipsed, the Park Board plans to continue with the
implementation of a minimum 130-mile greenway system, completing additional sections of the already
planned system and acquiring and expanding the system whenever possible. The Vision 20/20 Parks,
Open Space, and Greenways Plan Element is to be updated, outlining the increased opportunities with a
130-mile greenway system.
Recommendations and plans of action included in the Leisure and Recreation Chapter include:




Encourage subdivisions to be connected to the Parks, Open Space, and Greenways
System by pedestrian and bicycle facilities, especially along natural drainage-ways
Provide convenient connections using trails and greenway corridors between parks and
neighborhoods and activity centers as development occurs.
Continue reporting and identifying the economic impact that the Parks, Open Space,
and Greenways System has on tourism and economic development in the urbanized
area of metropolitan Springfield and Greene County

Transportation
The vision for transportation in Springfield is that, through community and regional
partnerships, the City of Springfield would work with the surrounding region to create a vibrant
transportation system that successfully links people, goods, and places through a safe, sustainable,
9

efficient, effective, and accessible network that supports seamless connections for all modes of travel,
thereby maintaining and enhancing economic vitality and quality of life.
The chapter includes a list of assumptions that reflect continuation of recent trends. In the next
25 years, several factors will create a continued and ever-increasing public demand for transportation
choices, including rising fuel costs, air quality issues, land use policies, traffic congestion, new businesses
needing a viable transportation network, and young professionals with expectations about having
choices related to their own transportation needs. As fossil fuel continues to become significantly more
expensive, alternative fuels for vehicles will become more common. Public transportation, playing a key
role in the health and well-being of all constituents, is vital to economic vitality and sustainability, and
can serve as a catalyst to all new opportunities. In the future, personal automobiles will continue to play
an important role, but people will not distinguish themselves as motorists, or transit users, but instead
will see themselves as someone who uses whatever mode(s) suit(s) a particular trip. All users will want
to make use of all existing systems. Vehicular traffic, pedestrians, and cyclists will continue to be within
street or trail rights-of-way as appropriate. The street right-of-way includes sidewalks or other parallel
paths along the travel lanes of a roadway. Complete Streets are designed and operated to enable safe
access for all users. Pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists, and transit riders of all ages and abilities must be
able to safely move along and across a complete street.
A relationship with the need for access for all users is included in each chapter goal:
transportation advocacy and needs assessment, operations and maintenance, economic development,
multi-modal interconnected system, and quality of live and livability.
The City of Springfield should work to improve quality of life and livability by enhancing the
effectiveness and aesthetics of the collective transportation system, improving the connectivity and
accessibility of the street, pedestrian, and bicycle networks, promoting urban density and efficient
development patterns, and increasing the efficiency and convenience of the existing public transit. A
specific objective within this goal is to create design guidelines for all types of streets that address
aesthetics, scale, and the Complete Street concept as ways of improving the quality of life and livability
for all residents within the Complete Street Master Plan. Regulations and guidelines should be
developed for higher-density, human-scale development including streetscape aesthetics. The quality of
public transit should be improved by, among other things, providing connection with the pedestrian and
bicycle networks. Traffic calming, decibel limits, and enhancing public space aesthetics in pedestrian
districts as tools should be considered to increase quality of life, safety, and access.
Walkability and bikeability should be enhanced with specific attention and support to be given
to the current “Link” initiative within the City of Springfield to redevelop our existing streets toward a
friendlier and safer environment for alternative and green modes of transportation. Economic growth
and vitality should be encouraged for Springfield and the region by providing transportation
infrastructure and facilities that ensure opportunities for future economic development and promote
desired growth. It is important that transportation infrastructure be constructed to facilitate new
development. Improvements of pedestrian and bicycle facilities promote the economic development,
especially where more dense development already exists and/or is desired. Streets, sidewalks, paths,
10

and other facilities should be kept in good condition with opportunities sought to improve safety,
accessibility and accommodation of all users as a part of maintenance projects.

Summary
The visions, goals, and objectives included in the Field Guide 2030 provide a mandate for
developing a plan for person-power mobility, including the concepts of modal choice and accessibility
that are contained throughout the document. Actions and performance measures that relate to
universal mobility include:











An annual transportation report card and dashboard will be developed by 2013
Citizens will rate at least 75 percent of the City of Springfield’s streets and trails as
“good” or better by 2016
Citizens will rate (80 percent satisfaction) seamless connections, airport experience,
accommodation of all users, and overall performance of systems/nodes by 2016
Improvements will be seen in crash rates, air quality, congestion, travel times, and use
of best management practices by 2016
The City of Springfield will have created a Complete Streets Master Plan, including
design guidelines and pedestrian districts by 2015
The City of Springfield will have completed the basic amenities along the north-south
Link between Ward Branch and Doling Park by 2016
Miles of on-street bicycle routes created will be measured
New linear feet of pedestrian accommodations will be measured
The City of Springfield will have increased the number of miles of bicycle / trail lanes by
25% between 2010 and 2015
Continue increasing the linear miles of trails within Greene County consistent with park
and trail planning recommendations and the community benchmarking data
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Chapter Three: Goals and Objectives
Goal 1
Develop comprehensive regional pedestrian and bicycle networks by identifying
opportunities for facilities both within street right-of-way and off-street.
Objectives
 Identify the safe and efficient routes for walking and bicycling that connect existing and planned
sidewalks, on-street bicycle facilities, paths, major destinations, attractions and neighborhoods to
minimize vehicular trips, especially near where people live and work.
 Promote a mobility system that maximizes the use of all pedestrian and bicycle facilities.
 Target the preservation of open space such as floodways, utility corridors, neighborhood common
space, etc., for future development of multipurpose trails and multi-modal commuter routes.
 Identify locations for potential facilities that can facilitate community connections.
 Encourage land use development patterns that promote and accommodate pedestrian and bicycle
travel.
 Encourage compliance with Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Public Right-of-way
Accessibility Guide (PROWAG) standards, such as pavement markings, surface grade, ramps, etc. for
all pedestrian facilities. (Continue bringing existing facilities into compliance and have process for
compliance of future facilities)
 Provide a mobility system that promotes walking and bicycling as reasonable modes of
transportation for employment, school, shopping, social, recreation, and other trip purposes.
 Implement the pedestrian and bicycle components of the comprehensive plan in a manner that
complements the regional Ozark Transportation Organization (OTO) bike/pedestrian plan and is
consistent with OTO’s design standards.
Measures
 The Person Power Mobility Plan will be adopted by 2015, reviewed annually and updated as needed
at least every five years.
 A report card and dashboard will be prepared annually
 Ten miles of street with bicycle lane or shared-lane markings will be added each year
 Ten miles of new sidewalk will be constructed each year
 Twenty miles of existing sidewalk will be reconstructed to remove faults and provide accessible
ramps each year
 A community survey will include ratings for sidewalks, trails, and accommodation of all users and
ratings will improve with each survey
 One mile of additional LINK route will be added each year
 Improvements will be added along The LINK to improve mobility, comfort, and safety by reducing
speed along The LINK and improving conflicts among motorists, pedestrians and bicyclists

Goal 2
Provide mobility and accessibility for pedestrians of all abilities.
Objectives
 Develop an inventory of all pedestrian facilities including sidewalks, off-street paths, signs,
pavement markings, and traffic signal devices.
12







Develop a transition plan that addresses a process and priority for providing an accessible
pedestrian network including removal of curbs and other barriers on existing sidewalk system,
repair of faults on existing sidewalk system, and elimination of gaps in pedestrian network.
Establish a position for Accessibility Compliance Officer.
Maintain a Pedestrian Accessibility Committee made up of agency representatives and Springfield
residents that will advise the City Traffic Engineer and staff on all matters related to pedestrian
accessibility issues.
Establish design standards that provide for accessibility as directed by the Public Right-of-way
Accessibility Guidelines.
Provide training and guidance for all designers and inspectors to facilitate correct design and
construction of pedestrian facilities to meet accessibility guidelines.

Measures
 A pedestrian facility inventory will be completed and a process for its maintenance maintained.
 An ADA Transition Plan will be adopted and its progress monitored
 A position of ADA Coordinator will be established
 An ADA Committee will be established and will remain active with at least three meetings or on-line
reviews or discussions each year
 Accessibility design standards will be developed and maintained
 Training and guidance will be provided for all designers and inspectors at least at five year intervals
 The number of street crossings without level ramps, accessible push buttons, and audible controls
will decrease by five percent per year

Goal 3
Integrate the bicycle and pedestrian mobility with the existing transportation system.
Objectives
 Encourage and promote a policy of a complete street system that accommodates all users including
trucks, automobiles, buses, bicycles, and pedestrians within the street network.
 Establish safe direct walking routes that connect to desired destinations.
 Encourage review of all streets and transportation facilities for consistency with the City PersonPower Mobility Plan and the regional bicycle/pedestrian system plan.
 Use design guidelines for pedestrian and bicycle facilities that are consistent with National, State,
and regional standards and guidelines.
 Use road and trail infrastructure to create a functional person-power mobility system that is
continuous and coordinated among all adjacent jurisdictions.
 Connect existing and planned linear park trails using pedestrian and bicycle facilities within street
right-of-way to foster an integral person-power mobility network that feels safe and comfortable to
users.
 Improve connectivity of the person-power mobility network to transit stops and transfer stations.
 Fill in gaps and remove permanent and temporary barriers in existing pedestrian network to
improve consistency and usability.
 Provide pedestrian and bicycle facilities at frequent intervals sufficient to keep the mode of
transportation viable across barriers such as streams, freeways, and railroads.
 Provide suitable crosswalks for pedestrians at intersections.
 Promote safety measures such as medians and refuge islands on wide streets.
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Consider integration of bicycle and pedestrian travel when planning and designing all roadway
improvements.
Maintain a Bicycle/Pedestrian Advisory Committee made up of agency representatives and
Springfield residents which will advise the City Traffic Engineer and staff on all matters related to
bicycle and pedestrian issues.

Measures
 A complete street policy will be adopted
 Design guidelines for public improvements will reflect complete street principles
 All public improvement plans will be reviewed for compliance with bicycle and pedestrian plans
 At least 10 miles of new marked on-street bicycle facilities will be provided each year
 At least one mile of new off-street path will be constructed each year
 A Bicycle/Pedestrian Committee will be maintained with at least four meetings or activities each
year

Goal 4
Enhance and promote pedestrian and bicyclist safety.
Objectives
 Encourage development of safe direct routes that connect to schools.
 Support the coordination of education programs for bicyclists, pedestrians, and motorists.
 Encourage enforcement of laws and ordinances related to pedestrian safety and safe operation of
bicycles.
 Support safe routes to school programs in the City of Springfield.
 Explore partnerships with other organizations to promote safe walking and bicycling in the city.
 Encourage training of law enforcement officers regarding pedestrian safety and law.
 Develop a design standard, an inventory, and an improvement program for lighting levels on
pedestrian and bicycle routes.
 Be aware of technologies that may impact current and future sidewalk, on-street bicycle facility, and
off-street path users.
Measures
 The annual number of bicycle crashes will not increase above a base line of 60 crashes and 50 injury
crashes and fatal crashes will be avoided
 The annual number of pedestrian crashes will not increase above a base line of 60 crashes and 50
injury crashes and fatal crashes will be avoided
 A crash mitigation program will be maintained based including engineering and behavioral solutions
directed at high crash locations and systemic causes
 The number of people reached by education efforts will increase each year
 The length of street network with inadequate lighting will decrease each year

Goal 5
Identify and target sources to fund pedestrian and bicycle facilities and programs.
Objectives
 Identify and pursue funds for improvements to the person-power mobility system.
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Provide for the effective administration of a bicycle and pedestrian system and policy including the
creation and support of a Bicycle/Pedestrian Coordinator as a named job title in the city’s
organization chart.
Use this plan as a tool to access possible public and private funding sources.
Seek and encourage funding for education, encouragement, and promotion activities.
Encourage designation of continuing funding to be spent on the construction and maintenance of
pedestrian and bicycle facilities.

Measures
 A position of Bicycle/Pedestrian Coordinator will be established
 An annual summary will be provided of internal and external funding for bicycle and pedestrian
facilities

Goal 6
Promote walking and bicycling as a means of transportation integral to daily activities.
Objectives
 Encourage provision of shower and changing facilities and end-of-trip services by employers and
access to end-of-trip facilities and services at parks, health clubs, and other locations near activity
centers and significant commuter routes.
 Develop ordinances to require provision of pedestrian routes on all properties between public
pedestrian facilities and portals to pedestrian use areas (effective immediately for all new
development and within a set compliance period for existing developments).
 Promote comfort for walkers and bicyclists using forestry program, improved aesthetics, and
amenities such as shelters, benches, and water fountains.
 Promote walking and bicycling as transportation to and from school at all levels.
 Continue streetscape program in downtown, business districts and activity centers.
 Encourage the City to offer incentives that promote bicycling and walking to employers that offer
employee incentives.
 Increase awareness of the availability of pedestrian and bicycling facilities.
 Involve the media in the promotion of walking and bicycling as transportation alternatives.
 Promote the economic, health and environmental benefits of walking.
 Continue periodic application for Pedestrian and Bicycle Friendly Community status, as well as other
designations and opportunities that exist.
Measures
 The bicycle mode share of the American Community Survey Means of Transportation to Work will
increase from a base line of 0.72 in 2012 to more than 1.0 in 2017 to more than 1.8 in 2030.
 The walk mode share of the American Community Survey Means of Transportation to Work will
increase from a base line of 4.0 in 2010 to more than 5.0 in 2030.
 The Streetscape Program will continue with a minimum of one-quarter mile new streetscape each
year.
 The Let’s Go Smart website will be kept within three months of being current, will remain active,
and will provide helpful and inviting information to viewers and the site and program will be
promoted with at least one activity each year.
 Springfield will maintain a Bicycle Friendly Community designation with a goal of Silver level by 2016
and Gold level by 2024.
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Goal 7
Support walking and bicycling for the promotion of tourism.
Objectives
 Encourage walking and bicycling for tourism, focusing on historical and natural attractions and
destinations within the city.
 For route development, use an inventory of possible attractions within walking and/or bicycling
distance that may be of interest to local and visiting walkers and bicyclists.
 Market and promote the region as a vacation destination for walking and bicycling.
 Partner with local agencies/attractions to creatively attract bicyclists to the area.
 Capitalize on Historic Route 66 as both a walking and bicycling attraction.
 Promote improvements such as signage for themed local walking and bicycling routes which access
or connect attractions, such as historic schools and sites, Wilson’s Creek National Battlefield, State
Parks, and remarkable local landscape.
Measures
 A bicycle destination plan and program will be prepared and adopted.
 The promotable bicycle destinations in Springfield and Greene County will be identified, maintained
as presentable tourist stops, and promoted
 The number of people reached by promotion of bicycle tourism destinations and events will
increase each year.
 The promotable walking destinations in Springfield and Greene County will be identified, maintained
as presentable tourist stops, and promoted
 The number of people reached by promotion of walking tourism destinations and events will
increase each year.
 The number of signs and markers promoting significant events or locations will increase each year.
 The number of events and participants related to walking and bicycling will increase each year.
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Chapter Four: Complete Streets Policy
The Public Works Department is using the following informal policy with respect to all street
design and maintenance.

“The needs of all users will be considered and addressed in all projects in order
to create a safe, sustainable, efficient, effective, and accessible transportation
network that supports seamless connections for all modes of travel.”
The term “Complete Streets” is listed in three of the functional chapters of the Field Guide 2030
and the concept of a complete, comprehensive transportation network is listed in several others. Field
Guide 2030 includes policy statements and goals to guide Springfield toward a sustainable and vibrant
city with a dynamic spirit of cooperation among its diverse citizens, businesses, organizations,
educational systems, and government agencies. Through comprehensive community planning and
regional collaboration, Springfield works toward economic independence and a high quality of life.
Public health is promoted by encouraging walking and bicycling as a part of active living. Older citizens,
citizens with disabilities, and other citizens that do not have direct access to a motor vehicle often rely
on transit, mobility aids, and walking to meet basic transportation needs. These citizens benefit greatly
from complete and well-designed streets. The usual and customary users of Springfield’s streets and
bridges include pedestrians and bicyclists of all ages and abilities, many of whom are also transit users,
as well as drivers and passengers of automobiles, motorcycles, buses, and trucks. The transportation
system provides safe, efficient, and sustainable transportation of people, goods, and services to and
from places where people live, work, worship, shop, play, learn, and seek medical care. Based on these
premises, the Springfield Department of Public Works is developing a complete streets policy that will
guide the planning, construction, and maintenance of the street system.
A Complete Street is a transportation corridor for all users including pedestrians, bicyclists,
transit riders, automobiles, motorcycles, trucks, and buses. A Complete Street System is designed and
operated to safely facilitate movement of people of all ages and abilities form destination to destination
along and across a continuous travel network. Complete Street Elements include all facilities,
accommodations, and appurtenances that accommodate and/or promote multiple modes of travel,
including pedestrian, bicycle, motorcycle, automobile, bus, and truck.
The Complete Street Policy will guide planning, construction, and maintenance of the network
of public streets and paths. Complete Street Elements should be considered within the balance and
context of the community, including, but not limited to, environmental sensitivity, cost, budget,
demand, probable use, social equity, space and area requirements and limitations, and legal
requirements and limitations. It is a goal to foster partnerships with the State of Missouri, Greene
County, Ozark Transportation Organization, school districts, citizens, businesses, neighborhoods, and
neighboring communities in consideration of functional facilities and accommodations in furtherance of
Springfield’s Complete Street Policy and the continuation of such facilities and accommodations beyond
the City’s borders and maintenance. The Complete Street network may be achieved through elements
incorporated into a single project of incrementally through a series of improvements or maintenance
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activities over time. Springfield should consider all possible funding sources to plan and implement this
policy and should investigate grants that may be available to make Complete Streets Elements more
economically feasible.
The Complete Streets Policy should be submitted to Springfield City Council for review and
consideration in the next few months. The Complete Street Policy is consistent with the goals of this
Person-Power Mobility Vision and plan. The goals, actions, and guidelines included in this vision and
plan are intended to further develop and implement the goals of a Complete Streets Policy.
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Chapter Five: Complete Person-Power Transportation System
Previous planning efforts have minimally addressed non-motorized transportation modes or
have addressed them individually. The Parks and Recreation Plan has addressed the need for an offstreet path system since 1976 and lays out a plan in the 1998 Parks, Open Space, and Greenways
Element of the Vision 20/20 Comprehensive Plan. Sidewalks have been addressed as a part of the street
system. Springfield has had a school sidewalk program for 30 years and has given attention to filling in
gaps and maintaining an accessible system in recent years. There is a current sidewalk improvement
program for access to bus stops. Bicycle plans were developed in 1974 and 2008 to address on-street
bicycling. While this fragmented approach has addressed some needs, it does not take into account that
many person-power trips use several of these facilities and modes.
This plan integrates each of the individual systems – on-street pedestrian network, off-street
path network, and on-street bicycle network – into one comprehensive system for person-power
mobility. A new type of facility system, The Link, is a hybrid of the other three types of systems that
blends each of the three individual systems into one integral system.
Center City
Nowhere is the integration of each circulation element more important than in the center city
area. The relatively dense pattern of development and the mixture of housing, schools, and businesses
offer opportunities for making many short trips on foot or by bicycle. The Center City Element of the
Vision 20/20 Comprehensive Plan addresses numerous needs for street enhancement and circulation
improvements, many of which have been addressed. Much progress has been made on the actions
recommended by the Center City Element for walking, bicycling, and development of an attractive street
system. The person-power transportation network developed for center city area radiates into the rest
of the community.
On-Street Pedestrian System
The pedestrian system consists of many elements managed by several agencies, departments
and divisions. Elements include downtown sidewalks, major street sidewalks, local street sidewalks,
street lighting, ramps at curbs, traffic control and warning signs, pavement markings, traffic signal
facilities, street lighting, street trees, and pedestrian access to individual properties. These facilities are
managed by Street Division, Operations Division, Transportation Management Division, and Traffic
Operation Division within the Springfield Public Works Department; the Missouri Department of
Transportation; and City Utilities Electric Division. Pedestrian access on individual properties is guided
and regulated by the Springfield Zoning Ordinance enforced by the Building Development Services
Department. This report is intended to provide priorities for development of the pedestrian system and
encourage coordination among the management agencies and with other person-power mobility
systems.
Off-Street Paths
The Springfield-Greene County Park Board operates more than 100 parks and facilities including
a zoo, golf courses, an eight-mile single track mountain bike park, and more than 50 miles of walking and
bicycling paths. A greenway system was proposed in the 1976 Springfield Parks and Recreation Plan.
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The initiative to provide trails in greenway corridors began about 1990 in conjunction with a project to
construct a street as a parkway with an urban creek in the median. A ground breaking ceremony was
held in 1991 and a ribbon cutting ceremony in 1993 for the first greenway trail segment. The path
system grew substantially following adoption of the Parks, Open Space, and Greenways Element of the
Vision 20/20 Comprehensive Plan that includes a 130-mile greenway plan in 1998 and approval of a sales
tax dedicated to park and greenway projects in 2001.
The Link
The Link is a new type of facility on low-volume, slow-speed streets that provides a link among
the greenway trail system and activity centers and includes an experience for walkers and bicyclists
more like greenway trails than major streets. The link provides continuation and connection among the
walkable features of main streets, downtown streets and campuses with those of the greenway trail
system.
On-Street Bicycle System
This plan updates the current Policy for Bicyclists on Public Facilities in Springfield accepted by
the City Council of Springfield on January 8, 2008. In response to a request by City Council that a plan
for bicycle routes in Springfield be prepared, The Community Bicycling Steering Committee was
established under the oversight of the Traffic Advisory Board in late 2003. The committee, meeting
through 2004, developed a recommended policy and master plan and prepared a report describing
current conditions and the recommended policy and plan.
The on-street bicycle route network at the end of 2010 consisted of 56 miles of signed bike
routes and three miles of streets with bicycle lanes. The 2010 and 2013 ¼-cent Capital Improvement Tax
programs each included $400,000 for installation of signs and markings for bicycle facilities. In 2011, a
major effort to provide more bicycle lanes and markings on all bicycle facilities was begun resulting 14
miles of street with bike lanes, 10 miles of street marked and signed as bike routes, and 47 miles of
streets signed as bike routes at the end of 2013. Concurrently, the Bicycle-Pedestrian Committee of the
Traffic Advisory Board began the effort to update the current policy and plan.
Maps of Facilities
The following four maps show the existing and proposed facilities for each of four quadrants of
the Springfield vicinity. The fifth map shows a more detailed view of Springfield center city. The
projects described in the next four chapters relate to the existing and future facilities on these maps.
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Map One: Existing and Future Bicycle and Trail Facilities – Northwest Springfield
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Map Two: Existing and Future Bicycle and Trail Facilities – Northeast Springfield
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Map Three: Existing and Future Bicycle and Trail Facilities – Southwest Springfield
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Map Four: Existing and Future Bicycle and Trail Facilities – Southeast Springfield
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Map Five: Existing and Future Bicycle and Trail Facilities – Springfield Center City
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Chapter Six: On-Street Pedestrian Facilities
Downtown Streets and Main Streets
Successful downtown streets provide direct access to fronting properties. A high priority for
their function is to provide an environment considered safe, convenient, comfortable, and interesting by
pedestrians. Buildings are often at or near the street right-of-way for downtown streets.
The travel zone in the center of the street is intended for travel to and from downtown
properties by motor freight vehicles, motor passenger vehicles, buses, and bicycles. The parking and
loading zone at the edge of the street is intended for short term parking for customers of near-by
businesses and for loading. The furniture (or utility)zone behind and adjacent to the curb is intended for
pedestrian access to parking spaces, street signs and lighting, other utilities, and landscape furnishings.
The pedestrian access zone is intended for the movement of pedestrians along the street and is to meet
public right-of-way access guidelines. The frontage zone is the space adjacent to buildings and is
intended for access to and from buildings, permitted building signing and furnishings, building landscape
and decorative enhancements, and sidewalk seating and café space.

Downtown streets are enhanced by uniform appearance and lighting. The Vision 20/20
Downtown Plan recommended upgrade of downtown streets with a specific plan for sidewalk layout
and improvement of lighting with pedestrian scale lighting fixtures. Those recommendations have been
implemented over the last 13 years through the downtown streetscape program.

28

Main Streets are those streets that provide access to the most intense uses and carry the most
pedestrian traffic such as Commercial Street, Boonville Avenue, South Avenue, Campbell Avenue,
Jefferson Avenue, College Street, St. Louis Street, and Walnut Street. Other streets in the downtown
districts are local downtown streets. They often provide side and rear access to significant buildings and
provide access to services that do not need the exposure of a main street. Wide sidewalks and lighting
are important on all downtown local streets.
Major Streets
Major Streets are the lifeline for the community outside downtown districts. Most motor
vehicle travel occurs on the major street system. As the community has developed with an emphasis on
motor vehicle travel, most of the right-of-way on major streets has been dedicated for motor vehicle
use. The volume and speed of motor vehicles has made use of these streets by pedestrians and
bicyclists inhospitable and often unsafe. Because there is often not a place on these streets on which
many people wish to walk or bike, the share of mode by motor vehicles is reinforced.
Development and maintenance of a sidewalk system on major streets is important to provide
access to the intersecting local streets and properties fronting the major streets. The Springfield bus
routes are generally on the major street system. Provision of sidewalks for access between bus stops
and nearby businesses and residences is important to provide mobility for those without access to
individual motor vehicles. A complete sidewalk system provides convenient routes for all to make short
trips other than by motor vehicle.
Crossing major streets is important for pedestrian and bicycle trips. Pedestrian signal and
pushbuttons with adequate walk time should be provided at all signalized intersections and along
streets at appropriate intervals. Crossing protection is especially needed near bus stops. Detection for
bicycles is important. Pedestrians and bicyclists can be expected on any major street that provides
property access. Paths for pedestrians and bicyclists may not be necessary on streets on which access to
fronting properties is not provided when convenient paths for pedestrians and bicyclists are provided on
the parallel street system.
Residential Streets
The purpose of residential streets is to provide access to fronting residential properties.
Pedestrians and bicyclists use the streets for short trips to other residences and nearby services, for
school walking trips, and for personal exercise and recreational trips.
Commercial and Industrial Streets
The current subdivision requirements do little to recognize the presence of pedestrians and
bicyclists on commercial and industrial streets. As stated earlier, pedestrians and bicyclists can be
expected on all streets on which access is provided for fronting properties. Some employees of
businesses commute by bus and foot, by bicycle, or using a shared ride to a nearby business and walking
the remainder of the distance. Many employees walk on the street for recreation or exercise or to a
nearby restaurant or mobile food vendor.
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Bus Connections
Each end of every bus trip includes the pedestrian mode. Many bus users also include the
bicycle mode in their trip. Access along and to and from each bus route for pedestrians and bicyclists is
important. Convenient places to wait for the bus sheltered from weather extremes is important.
Communication of bus schedule and status is important. Bus service is offered by City Utilities Transit
within one-half mile of most Springfield residents with one-half hour or one-hour frequency of service.
Missouri State University offers more frequent service within and near campus and downtown.

Design and Regulation
A complete pedestrian network is not available until sidewalks are provided on at least one side
of all streets, especially commercial and industrial streets where walking in the street is not comfortable
because of interaction with large vehicles and the possibility of higher speeds and higher traffic volumes.
The Springfield Subdivision Regulations require sidewalks on both sides of all collector and arterial
streets and one side of residential local streets. A recent ordinance requires a pedestrian access route
between each principle access to a building and the public sidewalk as a condition of new building
construction. Building code guidelines for providing reasonable walking access routes on private
property between the public right-of-way and the building entrance are now being enforced.
For a complete sidewalk system, sidewalks should be required along all streets except where a
parallel continuous sidewalk is provided near streets from which no access to adjacent properties is
taken. Design of sidewalks is covered in the Standards for Design of Public Improvements in Springfield
promulgated by the Director of Public Works. The City of Springfield is developing a transition plan to
address accessibility issues, and is investing more resources toward providing an accessible sidewalk
system.

Improvement and Encouragement Programs
For the last 60 years people have been trained to travel by automobile and often do not
consider opportunities for walking. Congestion around schools caused by the presence of many motor
vehicles dropping children off result in vehicle-pedestrian conflicts that causes many parents concern for
safety of children walking through that mix. Childhood obesity is identified as an increasing concern
among our population. Including physical activity in our daily routine is an easy way to improve our
health and reduce obesity. Programs that encourage children to walk to school have immediate
benefits of improved attention in school, improved childhood health, reduction of automobile traffic
around the schools and lasting benefits of improved health habits and better education throughout the
life of the child. The Healthy Living Alliance housed at the Ozarks Regional YMCA has a number of
efforts underway to improve health through activity, nutrition, and self-discipline. A Center for Disease
Control grant that includes activity and nutrition programs in five Springfield public schools is among the
programs.
The City of Springfield provides a sidewalk construction program for school sidewalks and a
program to eliminate barriers in the sidewalk system including sidewalk gaps within a block, lack of or
poor quality ramps, and faults. Access improvements are supported by a $400,000 per year ¼-cent CIP
Sales Tax program.
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Operation and Maintenance
Temporary barriers that disrupt walking patterns are created by debris on sidewalks, snow and
ice on sidewalks, sprinklers spraying water within the walking path, vegetation overhanging sidewalks,
obstacles created by construction on or adjacent to sidewalks, vehicles parked on sidewalks, vehicles
parked within driveways overhanging sidewalks, garbage cans and other objects placed on sidewalks.
Increased effort is needed to educate property owners, Constructions workers, pedestrians, and
motorists of responsibilities for providing an atmosphere that encourages walking.

Actions








Revise subdivision regulations to require sidewalks on all streets with exceptions where
shoulders suffice for emergency walking and where a continuous parallel sidewalk system is
available.
Develop a plan for improving the existing sidewalk system to meet the public right-of-way
accessibility guidelines.
Evaluate and consider expansion of the current program for removing barriers on the sidewalk
system.
Develop a sidewalk inventory with information in a format that can be made available to the
public.
Revise sidewalk maintenance policy to give a high priority to making the sidewalk system
accessible to all users in all reasonable conditions.
Develop a program to maintain pedestrian counts and bench mark changes in pedestrian
volumes.
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Chapter Seven: Off-Street Paths
The current path system grew out of the Parks, Open Space, and Greenways Element of the
Vision 20/20 Plan. The system is administered by the Springfield / Greene County Park Department.
Most of the current greenway trail system is located within residential neighborhoods and is used
primarily as a recreation system. The current plan provides for a greenway trail system primarily along
major streams. Because Springfield is on a plateau with storm water run-off into three watersheds, the
trail network consists of three separate branching systems, one in southeast Springfield, one in central
and southwest Springfield, and one in north Springfield. The plan acknowledges the need for links
among the separate networks. The proposed plan, in combination with the LINK network, provides an
interconnected network of paths and links providing access to activity centers and providing for circular
trips of various distances.
The “Field Guide 2030” chapter on Recreation and Leisure introduces the concept of
“Community as a Park,” based on the principle that the pattern of the park system must be designed to
structure urban land use in a rational and harmonious manner on the foundation of the open space
system. All human needs such as housing, employment, commerce, education, transportation,
preservation, conservation, and recreation occur in rational and harmonious patterns that respect and
enhance the landscape. The Community as a Park concept supports quality of life, community
sustainability, and complementary property relationships which enhance individual and community
wealth and prosperity.
Greenways provide pathways, open space, and hiking and biking opportunities along diverse
corridors within the community linking many of the parks and open spaces with each other and
residents. Greenways are critical in providing the paths and connections within the system and are the
“thread” that binds the entire community together.
A path system is important to change the transportation culture in the center city area. A
network of off-street paths along with more appealing streets will invite people to walk and bicycle for
transportation. Active transportation indicated by a higher share of walk and bicycle trip modes will
result in a healthier community.
As the current individual trail segments are joined into a network and connections are made to
major destinations, both by off-street paths and by on-street sidewalks and bikeways, a substantial
number of users may choose to use the paths as their transportation network, especially near
downtown and major activity centers. These users are likely to be individuals rather than groups and
are moving as quickly as possible toward a destination rather than making a casual loop on the paths.
As such, paths that provide transportation connections should be designed for a larger number of users,
higher speeds, and longer hours of operation. Design should include wider paths, vertical and horizontal
curves with higher design speeds, reducing or eliminating pinch points, lighting, and, in some cases,
separate paths for bicyclists and pedestrians. These paths, when developed as a system, will have more
users than any of the paths in Springfield have today.
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Outside the densely developed urban areas, the primary purpose of most users will be exercise
and recreation. Commuters using the path will be relatively low in number and will often be on the
paths at different times than the highest use by recreational users. The current design policies are
generally sufficient for the suburban and rural path network.

Vision for Off-Street Path Network
The vision for the off-street path network as a component of the overall vision for person-power
mobility as stated in Chapter 3 is to provide a comprehensive and accessible off-street regional shared
use path network that:
 Provides connection to other modes of transportation and to other communities.
 Offers recreation, transportation, and health opportunities.
 Safely accommodates a variety of mobility types, uses, and user ability levels.
 Preserves sensitive environmental resources.
 Guides and enhances development.
 Promotes tourism.
Map six shows existing and possible corridors for development of off-street paths. Development of the
path network will focus on eight objectives:
 Connecting off-street trail segments among one another and surrounding land development by
filling in gaps in the existing off-street path system and integrating the off-street path network
with the on-street bicycle and pedestrian system
 Extending the existing off-street trail network systems to un-served neighborhoods and
destinations and to the trail systems in neighboring communities
 Improving safety and continuity for paths by providing grade-separated crossings of streets and
railroads wherever possible and enhanced warning and control devices for at-grade crossings
 Providing a circumferential trail loop around Springfield that provides access to the trail systems
of other communities and provide access to destinations throughout the metropolitan area by
way of the off-street and on-street bicycle and pedestrian networks
 Identifying all existing spur and short line railroads as possible trail corridors upon their future
abandonment or development of a parallel path adjacent to existing tracks
 Developing the Cherokee Trail of Tears corridor along the abandoned MoPAC Railroad corridor
that follows the historic path of a Cherokee relocation route and is along a direct path between
Wilson’s Creek National Battlefield and downtown Springfield
 Providing on-street links among trails and activity centers with connection to the on-street
pedestrian and bicycle network and the bus system
 Coordinating with the Ozark Transportation Organization and surrounding communities in
determining priorities including projects that:
o Develop a trail from Strafford to west of Springfield along or parallel to the roadways
designated in the past as Route 66
o Develop a continuous trail between downtown Springfield and Republic
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Design
All facilities must provide accessibility to a reasonable cross-section of those for whom the
facility is designed. When trails are designed as an element of the transportation network, design
should accommodate all users. Design guidelines are being developed for off-street path construction in
cooperation among the Park Department, City and County public works organizations, and Ozark
Greenways, Inc.

Operation and Maintenance
The Park Board should continue to provide the staff and equipment to design, manage, and
maintain the greenway system. A higher level of maintenance should be performed on transportation
oriented trails. This should include snow removal, sediment and debris removal after storm events,
sealing and maintenance of the trail surface, and cleaning of drainage structures. They can also
coordinate their efforts with storm drainage, traffic, and on-street pedestrian and bicycle projects being
developed by other city departments, as well as with other county, state, federal and non-profit
agencies.
Ozark Greenways Inc. should continue to work with the community toward donation of
easements for trail development and greenway conservation. Ozark Greenways should also help
acquire land and serve as a land manager of greenway corridors until they are integrated into the
greenway system.

Actions












Designate which paths should be designed primarily for transportation.
Develop policy and provide support personnel for a higher level of maintenance for paths that
are used as transportation facilities including both off-street paths and on street right-of-way.
Develop and implement projects that close gaps in the current trail system and connect to major
activity centers.
Develop a trail system that recognizes the historic importance of the Cherokee forced-march
and provides transportation and recreation opportunities along the abandoned Missouri Pacific
railroad from South Creek to Wilson Creek National Battlefield.
Include all railroad corridors, except those on the national network, in the future plan for paths
and be prepared to request these as rail-to-trail corridor if abandoned or as rail-with-trail
corridors if they remain in operation.
Develop and implement projects that extend the trail system both to a more compact network
and to connect to other communities and attractions.
Develop and implement projects that develop a circumferential trail around Springfield.
Develop and implement projects that develop a trail from Strafford to west of Springfield along
or parallel to the roadways designated in the past as Route 66.
Develop and implement projects that develop a continuous trail between downtown Springfield
and Republic.
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Map Six: Existing and Future Trail and Link Facilities
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Chapter Eight: The Link System
The LINK is a route for pedestrians and bicyclists on streets with low traffic volume and slow
speeds to connect existing and planned greenway trails and activity centers. The ultimate goal is to
develop a system of shared-use routes that creates an experience of comfort and safety. While the
experience will not be the same as walking or bicycling on a greenway path, the landscaping, fixtures,
and materials along The LINK are planned to provide more comfort to pedestrians and bicyclists than
along a typical city street.
The LINK provides continuation and connection among the walkable features of main streets,
downtown streets and campuses with those of the greenway trail system. The first phase of The LINK is
a north-south corridor through Springfield’s core from Doling Park to Ward Branch Trail at James River
Freeway connecting downtown and Commercial Street business districts, 12 academic campuses serving
40,000 students, Springfield’s two principle health care campuses, five parks, and five greenway trails.
The proposed LINK system will connect each end of Springfield’s main streets with the greenway trail
system in multiple locations using a network of streets with low traffic volumes and slow speeds.
Intersection and street designs that provide low risk interface with minimum delay among
pedestrians, bicyclists, and motor vehicles would be encouraged along The LINK. LINK Stations that
could include shelters with amenities such as benches, water fountains, bike racks and bike lockers
would be encouraged where The LINK intersects greenway paths or bus routes. LINK stations would
provide an interface for residents to ride a bus to The LINK and continue their trips on foot or by bicycle.
Innovative storm water solutions that reduce localized drainage issues and improve the environments
would be encouraged along The LINK.
LINK corridors would be designated to provide a connection among each of the greenway trails
and activity centers. Possible LINK corridors could include:









The Academic LINK, the first phase currently under development, providing a north-south
connection east of the downtown and Commercial Street business districts among several
academic campuses from Doling Park to Cherokee Street
The Medical LINK connecting Springfield’s two major medical centers, Mercy Health and Cox
Health south campus, along a corridor west of National Avenue
The Frisco LINK connecting The Academic LINK and the Frisco High Line Trail north of the BNSF
(formerly Frisco) railroad freight yard
The Main LINK connecting the Fassnight Trail and The Frisco LINK west of downtown
The Cherokee LINK connecting The Medical LINK and the Galloway Trail along or south of
Cherokee Street
The Sunset LINK connecting South Creek Trail and the Galloway Trail along or near Sunset Street
The Catalpa LINK connecting the proposed Thayer Trail and Pearson Creek Trail along or near
Lombard Street, Catalpa Street, and Farm Road 144
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The Lakewood LINK connecting Ward Branch Trail and Galloway Trail at the Springfield
Conservation Nature Center along or near Lakewood Street and other streets south of Republic
Road
The Central LINK connecting The Main LINK, The Academic LINK, and Evangel University through
government plaza, Drury University, and Ozark Technical Community College along Central
Street and Pythian Street, extending to Cooper Park as opportunity permits
The Calhoun LINK connecting The Main LINK and The Academic LINK along Calhoun Street
The Madison LINK connecting The Main Link and The Academic LINK along Madison Avenue with
connections to Main Streets Campbell Avenue, South Avenue, and Jefferson Avenue
The Bob Barker LINK connecting Ozark Technical Community College and municipal government
plaza through Drury University along Bob Barker Boulevard
Miscellaneous other locations where an on-street connection is needed between off-street
paths to create a more comprehensive network

Design and Operation
A goal of The Link is to provide a continuous accessible walking path on at least one side of the
street for the length of the corridor. Sidewalks should be a minimum of five feet in width when
separated from the street and six feet in width where adjacent to a curb. Additional width should be
considered for sidewalks near activity centers or any place that pedestrian volume is likely to be high,
where major pedestrian paths cross one another, or along sections where pedestrian movements are
weaving, merging, or diverging.
One of the tenants of “The Link” is that low-volume, slow-speed streets are used. Streets that
provide continuity for bicycles also provide continuity for motorists, threatening the tenant of the route
selection. The design of the facility must include disincentives for use by motorists including barriers
and traffic calming devices. Neighborhood traffic circles, roundabouts, chicanes, one-way entries and
speed humps are devices that will be considered along the length of “The Link” to encourage low speed
and discourage use by motorists for through trips.
Intersection control is a significant consideration in selection of streets to be designated as The
Link. The amount of pedestrian and bicycle traffic and the desire to encourage person-power mobility
along The LINK should be considered as traffic priorities are allocated and warning and control
equipment is provided. Roundabouts, mini-roundabouts, and neighborhood traffic circles should be
considered for intersection control along The LINK. Where traffic signals control The LINK crossing of
major streets, priority should be given to mobility and accessibility for all users including good
information, good lighting, and minimum delay. Midblock signals, beacons, or signs with flashing lights
should be considered where The LINK crosses streets with higher speed limits and traffic volume.
Effective uniform lighting is important for pedestrian and bicycle safety during times of
darkness. Green infrastructure, the practice of managing storm water using natural systems and
processes, is encouraged for comfort and as examples of sustainable practices.
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Priority should be given to maintaining high quality streets and sidewalks along The LINK. The
function of The LINK as an arterial street for pedestrians and bicyclists should be considered as a part of
operation and maintenance planning. Streets designated as The LINK should be included as snow routes
with the same priority as school routes. Consideration should be given to clearing snow from the
sidewalk on at least one side of The LINK as the streets are being cleared. An accessible pedestrian
route should always be maintained along or parallel to The LINK with any construction and maintenance
activity.

Actions







Develop intersection improvement and other enhancement projects along The Academic LINK
between Doling Park and Cherokee Street as needs and opportunities are identified where initial
construction is essentially complete.
Develop and implement projects to complete The Medical LINK between Cherokee Street and
Ward Branch Trail where projects are underway north of Walnut Lawn Street and are expected
by 2016 south of Walnut Lawn Street.
Identify priorities and develop and implement projects along each of the listed possible
corridors.
Develop intersection improvement, traffic calming, and enhancement projects along each of the
completed portions of The LINK as needs and opportunities are identified.

38

39

Chapter Nine: On-Street Bicycle Facilities
The person-power mobility network should provide mobility for several different levels of users
at the level that best fits their needs. Four different attitudes with respect to bicycling have been
identified:





The strong and fearless who bicycle on most streets in most conditions as the operator of a
vehicle
The enthused and confident who are willing to bicycle on streets where they feel comfortable
The interested but concerned who prefer streets with very low traffic volume and slow speeds
and separate paths away from motor vehicles
Those who will not consider bicycling regardless of the environment

The off-street paths and the Link network are specifically aimed at encouraging some of the less
confident people who are interested in bicycling to consider walking and bicycling as reasonable
transportation modes for some of their trips. Because of the limited nature of these networks, use of
these networks is considerably longer for some trips than the shortest distance using the street system.
Many of these users are willing to travel at slower speeds and allow more time for their trips than some
confident bicyclists. The on-street bicycle network provides a system of streets that have been identified
as being appropriate for bicycling because they either have a moderate traffic volume and moderate
speed traffic that is compatible with bicyclists or have a separate space designated for bicyclists. Faster
speeds and shorter distances allow more confident bicyclists a larger zone for which bicycling is a
reasonable option for their acceptable travel time.
Springfield’s comprehensive plan was updated by the Vision 20/20 planning process which
developed a bicycle plan that includes a system of multi-purpose paths generally in greenway corridors
and a 70-mile system shared-roadway bike routes primarily on collector and secondary arterial streets.
The process to develop a bike plan began in 1997 and culminated with the publication of the
Transportation Plan in 2001. Springfield began implementation of a signed shared-roadway bike system
in 1998 and had signed 60 miles of roadway by 2010. A bike plan and policy for the City of Springfield
begun in 2004 and accepted in 2008 included a 150-mile system primary bike routes that would
primarily consist of bike lanes on collector and arterial streets. Many of the streets designated as
primary bike routes are currently not suitable for cycling and are substandard for all traffic. Much of the
proposed ultimate system would be implemented with construction improvements to meet normal
roadway standards on those streets. An additional 20 miles of street parallel to streets not suitable for
bicycling was designated as interim bike routes. A system of signed shared-lane bike routes on collector
and local streets would supplement the primary bike route system.
Concurrently, a signed bike route system was developed using streets that are currently
considered suitable for bicycling. In 2008, the bicycle network consisted of three miles of street with
bike lanes and 56 miles of signed bike routes.
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Guiding Principles for Bicycle Network
The bicycle system plan includes all streets regardless of their current suitability to be upgraded
over time into a connected bicycle network. The primary bicycle network system should have the
following characteristics:








The system is continuous across the city and spaced at approximately one-mile intervals, shorter
spacing near center of town and greater spacing near edges
The highest type of bicycle facility that provides appropriate comfort and safety for bicyclists
with respect to the surrounding land uses and constraints would be used in each corridor
Any street that crosses a freeway, railroad, or other barrier would be a candidate for a bike
route
Design standards would be developed and updated with respect to changes in the state of the
practice from across North America
As much width and/or separation of bike lanes from motor vehicle lanes as practical would be
provided, especially on streets with speed limits greater than 30 mph
Separation between bicycle lanes and motor vehicle lanes would be added as practical as
roadways are improved
Any street with less than 30 mph speed limit and less than 2000 vehicles per lane per hour
would be considered appropriate for bicycle travel as a shared lane roadway or with bike lanes

Types of Bicycle Facilities
There are several types of bicycle facilities that can be used on any given roadway segment.
Each facility provided should be as long as practical for consistency and safety. Care would be used at
each transition from one type of facility to another, especially where the bicycle path enters, exits, or
crosses the motor vehicle travel way. Types of bicycle facilities include:
 Cycle Tracks or Separate Bike Lanes, lanes separated from motor vehicle lanes and pedestrian
walkways at street level or sidewalk level and either one-way parallel to motor vehicle lanes or
two-way on one side of the street
 Side Paths, paths separated from motor vehicle lanes shared by bicyclists and pedestrians
 Bicycle Lanes, lanes in the travel way for motor vehicles designated for use by bicyclists
 Shoulders, drivable pavement adjacent to the motor vehicle lanes intended for motor vehicle
errant vehicle recovery and emergency stopping and for bicycle and occasional pedestrian use
 Bike Routes, streets with speeds of 30 mph or less and less than 2,000 vehicles per day per lane
where bicyclists and motor vehicles share the same lanes
 Shared Road (Advisory), streets signed with a BICYCLE SHARE THE ROAD advisory sign that do
not meet the criteria for bike routes that are frequently used by bicyclists and/or or needed to
connect other elements of the bicycle network.

Location of Bicycle Facilities
A guiding principle of the bicycle system is a continuous network across the city spaced at
approximately one-mile intervals, shorter spacing near center of town and greater spacing near edges.
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While bicycle facilities are not limited to these street corridors, it is important that a facility be located in
each of these corridors for complete coverage of the city.
 Farm Road 123, Kauffman Road
 Golden Avenue, Fulbright Avenue, West Avenue, Scenic Avenue
 Grant Avenue, Broadway Avenue, Fort Avenue, Kansas Avenue
 Benton Avenue, Kimbrough Avenue, Jefferson Avenue
 National Avenue, Fremont Avenue, Kissick Avenue
 Packer Road, Oak Grove Avenue, Lone Pine Avenue
 Le Compte Avenue, Eastgate Avenue, Blackman Road, Farmers Branch Avenue
 Norton Road , Valley Water Mill Road
 High Street, Atlantic Street, Dale Street
 Division Street, Commercial Street, Blaine Street
 Nichols Street, Central Street, Pythian Street
 Mt. Vernon Street, Walnut Street, Cherry Street
 Grand Street, Catalpa Street
 Bennett Street
 Farm Road 156, Seminole Street, Cherokee Street
 Battlefield Road, Sunset Street
 Walnut Lawn Street, Erie Street, Galloway Road
 Republic Road
 Weaver Road (Farm Road 178)
 River Bluff Boulevard (Farm Road 194)

Design
National organizations such as American Association of State Highway and Transportation
Officials (AASHTO), Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE), Federal Highway Administration (FHWA),
and National Committee on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (NCUTCD) provide recommended standards
and guidance for designing, construction and marking bicycle facilities. Many cities and states have
developed design standards from the national design guides. The National Association of City
Transportation Officials (NACTO) offers a design guide that includes many treatments used in other
cities, but not included as standard treatments by many of the previously mentioned documents.
Because the state of practice is evolving rapidly, the NACTO design guides are an important source to
develop and compare a large array of potential treatments.
The current policy for bicyclists on Springfield streets includes guidance for selecting roadways
appropriate for bicycle facilities and design guidelines for each type of facility. The existing guidance will
be updated as the detailed plan and policy is developed. Many bicycle facilities will be designated by
signs and pavement markings. In some cases, side paths and cycle tracks will be constructed outside the
motor vehicle travel way or will be physically from motor vehicles within the travel way. The Manual on
Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) will serve as the primary guidance for signs and markings.
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Springfield’s street design standards should accommodate bicycle facilities on streets. Design standards
are contained in the Public Works Design Guide and the design right-of-way is listed in the Subdivision
Regulation as a standard for any subdivision activity.
Bicycle guide signing helps bicyclists navigate within and between a varieties of destinations
throughout the region. Many residents have learned to travel the major streets used by automobiles.
As bicyclists are routed on less familiar streets, guide signs are helpful to provide directional and
distance information. A system for guide signs will be developed to provide reasonable information
while conserving material resources and minimizing sign space on the street system.

Operation and Maintenance
Bicyclists who ride on narrow high-pressure tires may have difficulties on a roadway surface that
is adequate for automobiles. Wheels can drop into longitudinal cracks and joints causing loss of control
of the bicycle. Rocks and debris can cause wheels to deflect, potholes can lead to a bent rim, an
accumulation of leaves can hide a pothole, and glass and tire cable shards can puncture tires. A good
maintenance program protects public funds invested in bikeways so they can continue to be used
effectively.
A bicycle facility maintenance program should establish maintenance standards and a schedule
for inspections and maintenance activities. Adequate funding should be budgeted to accomplish the
needed activities. Projects should be designed and constructed to minimize and facilitate maintenance
activities. The maintenance program should address sweeping, surface repairs, pavement overlays,
vegetation adjacent to the roadway, traffic signal detection, signs and markings, storm water facilities,
chip sealing, utility cuts and patching activities, and snow removal.
Effective and convenient passage is needed for bicyclists during construction. If a detour
involves significant out-of-direction travel, many bicyclists will prefer to ride through the work zone. It is
preferable to create a passage that allows bicyclists to proceed as close to their normal route as
practical. Accommodation within the work zone is preferred. Closing a bikeway by installing signs
asking bicyclist to take a detour is often ineffective. Detour routes should address bicyclists traveling in
each direction and should not require bicyclists traveling in one direction to make two left turns across
heavy motor traffic. Construction work zone plans should include traffic control for bicyclists.
A complaint and comment submission system should facilitate the road users, who are usually
the first to experience deficiencies, to provide input regarding bicycle system concerns. Quick response
to concerns from the responsible organization improves communication and trust between the public
and staff.

Regulation and Enforcement
Springfield’s bicycle ordinance is located in Chapter 106, Article VIII of the Code of Ordinances.
Issues that could be addressed by ordinance revision include changing the definition of bike path to
include a separate paved surface within the same right-of-way, excluding multi-use trail overpasses from
the definition of pedestrian overpasses and requiring a rear light. An effective program of interruption
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of bicyclists operating erratically by law enforcement personnel with on-site operation instruction,
enforcement of regulations, and/or mandatory bicycle traffic skills classes would improve the order for
all roadway users.

Improvement, Encouragement, and Education Programs
Bicycle facilities are provided primarily by $133,000 per year set aside in the Bicycle Signing and
Marking Program in the one-quarter cent Capital Improvement Sales Tax program. Bicycle parking in
the downtown area is provided within the capital project funds for center city. The one-eight cent
Transportation Improvement Sales Tax program includes $375,000 per year for multi-modal projects
currently focused on The LINK. Bicycle facilities are included as a part of each street improvement
project as appropriate funded by the two previously-named programs and other funding sources.
Ozark Greenways, Inc. and Healthy Living Alliance provide several programs to encourage active
living. The Let’s Go Smart, Springfield website describes alternatives for cycling and tips on how to begin
bicycling activity. Several activities occur through the year to highlight the benefits of bicycling and the
facilities available in the Springfield community.
A comprehensive bicycle education program is needed to reach a broad range of the population
and provide different levels of instruction. A program could include:









Media announcements describing general rules of the road and tips for safer bicycling
Use of websites related to bicycling and sustainable transportation to provide videos,
narrative paragraphs, diagrams that convey bicyclists operating within the rules of the
road using safe operating practices, and maps with appropriate information showing the
system
Printed maps and booklets describing how to make choices to increase the places where
one bicycles and how to use the bicycle network
Bicycle outreach program of individuals offering one to three hour seminars regarding
bicycle traffic skills to various organizations and at various locations
A regular schedule of bicycle traffic skills courses providing hands-on training for small
classes of bicycle maintenance, bicycle traffic skills, and other topics regarding operation
of bicycles
Coordination with the Police Department for enforcement to improve the over-all
behavior of bicyclists

Planning and Evaluation
The regional transportation plan, Journey 2035, was most recently approved in December, 2011,
by the Ozarks Transportation Organization (OTO). The Springfield Field Guide 2030 is the recently
adopted strategic planning guide for Springfield. Each of these documents includes bench marks and
requirements for continuing evaluation and refinement.
It is important to benchmark bicycle activity to determine need and priority for changes in policy
and public improvement projects. A consistent program for counting bicyclists needs to be developed
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and implemented. Annual reports should be prepared for each of the action items and benchmarks
contained in this document.

Actions








Maintain a short-range implementation plan for high-priority projects
Continue to develop potential solutions for improved bicycle travel in each of the identified
corridors
Review and update (if necessary) ordinances related to bicycle operation
Develop a bicycle facility maintenance and operation program
Develop and maintain a bicycle education program
Develop and maintain a bicycle count program
Provide annual reports benchmarking action items and measures contained herein.
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Chapter Ten: Implementation
The first step in implementation is the adoption of this Person-Power Mobility Vision for 2030
by the Springfield City Council and each implementing agency. The vision includes a Complete Streets
Policy that should also be adopted by implementing agencies. While the vision provides the overview of
the system to be developed, a more detailed plan consisting of chapters for each functional element is
needed to identify and describe each individual facility and provide guidance for design, operation, and
maintenance of those facilities. Each functional chapter will need to be reviewed closely by its
implementing organization and adopted at the appropriate levels.
Several agencies and organizations are involved in the implementation of this vision.
Coordination among the Springfield Public Works Department, the Greene County Highway Department,
the Missouri Highway and Transportation Department, the Springfield – Greene County Park
Department, Ozark Greenways, Inc., and other agencies is essential during the development of public
improvement projects and the operation of maintenances of facilities.
Each of the implementing organizations maintains a list of priority projects to be developed as
opportunity arises and funds become available. Many of the projects included in this vision will be
funded by Springfield’s one-eighth cent Transportation Improvement sales tax and the one-quarter cent
Capital Improvement Project sales tax. A Parks and Greenways sales tax was available at one time, but
was allowed to sunset. It may be re-instated in the future. Grants are available for these projects from
the National transportation fund including the Transportation Enhancement Program, the Recreation
Trail Program, and Safe Routes to School Program. Funds could also be available from a number of
other sources. Each of the implementing organizations should work together to place priority projects
on the Capital Improvement Program for Springfield and each other government organization. These
funds can often be extended by matching to grant funds. The Plan developed as an extension of this
Vision would include a short range project list for inclusion in the appropriate Capital Improvements
Program and a list of medium range priorities that could likely be implemented within 10 years. The
Plan would include the full list of projects from which projects could be developed as opportunities arise
and serve as the reservoir for future priority projects.
People will not change their behavior to walk and bike more as a part of their daily activities if
acceptable facilities are not available for them. However, even when acceptable facilities are available,
most people will not change their established behavior without motivation. Promotion and marketing is
needed to show people where facilities are, to guide them to choose correct apparel and equipment for
a more active lifestyle, and guide them in small steps to become more active. The Let’s Go Smart,
Springfield (LGS) program under the direction of Ozark Greenways, Inc. and Healthy Living Alliance
includes a website and promotion activities. The LGS website should be kept current and improved to
provide information to the target audience. The promotional activities should be maintained and
increased as personnel and funds are available. The LGS site should be cross-linked with other sites
reaching the target audience to provide the greatest degree of saturation possible.
Provision of education through media and individual classes has not received adequate priority
recently. Information regarding safety and operation on media sites such as those maintained by City of
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Springfield and LGS should be expanded. A program to provide traffic skills classes for pedestrians and
bicyclists of all ages and abilities should be developed. The program could be housed and coordinated
from within one agency but should include all organizations and agencies working with people who walk
and bicycle.
What is measured gets funded. It is difficult to obtain funding for an unknown quantity or item.
It is difficult to continue funding for a program for which no progress can be shown. It is important to
inventory the current system and measure changes to that system. It is important to measure activity
related to the system and changes within that activity. Actions are established within each functional
chapter of this vision. An annual report should be prepared to gauge the progress for each measure
presented in Chapter 3 and each action presented in Chapters 6, 7, 8,and 9.
This vision and plan is a living work. The regular measurement of progress toward the goals set
forward herein shows where efforts are satisfactory and where additional effort is needed. This may
require a change in strategies or where attention is give. Over the course of time, opportunities arise
and conditions change that were not known as this plan was developed. The plan must be amended at
appropriate times to take advantage of new opportunities and changes in direction. The Bicycle
Pedestrian Committee should provide the guidance for these plan amendments.
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