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T H E D E PA R T M E N T O F E N V I R O N M E N TA L S E R V I C E S

AUTUMN
CLEANUP

The Stormwater division monitors storm drains,
erosion and runoff to help protect the quality of
our streams and lakes.
STORMWATER QUALITY

(417) 864.1996

springfieldmo.gov/stormwater
yardethic.com

ONLY RAIN DOWN
THE DRAIN
PAGE 2

The Wastewater division manages the collection
and treatment of the waste in water we flush and
pour down the drain.

(417) 864.1010
AFTER HOURS SEWER EMERGENCY (417) 864.1923

The Solid Waste division integrates various
programs and services to help manage and reduce
Springfield’s waste stream.

SEWER EMERGENCIES & ISSUES

springfieldmo.gov/wastewater

RECYCLING HOTLINE

(417) 864.1904

springfieldmo.gov/solidwaste

NO STINK
IN THE SINK

A PLACE FOR
YARDWASTE
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The Department of Environmental Services protects the natural resources and public health of our City and region for current and future generations by providing
effective and efficient integrated management of stormwater, wastewater and solid waste utilities through the use of technology, innovation, passion and hard work.

A PLACE FOR YARDWASTE

ONLY RAIN DOWN THE DRAIN
What flows down our streets and parking lots ends up in our streams.

Fall is near and soon leaves will be everywhere.

Practicing responsible water stewardship helps to minimize and reduce the number of pollutants that
enter our waterways through the groundwater and our storm drains. This is important because the
water that goes into our storm drains is not sent to a treatment plant to be filtered, cleaned or treated.

Owning your own property has a lot of benefits, but the waste created while
maintaining a yard is certainly not one of them. Understanding how to responsibly
dispose of yardwaste - leaves, grass clippings and branches - is a vital aspect of
being a good steward of the environment, your property, your neighborhood and
the community’s resources.

Learn more at springfieldmo.gov/stormwater

Learn more at springfieldmo.gov/solidwaste

What, Where & Why

4’ Max
Length

6” Max
Diameter

The landfill is not the place for
yardwaste. In fact, it is a state law
to not dispose of yardwaste in the
trash. The Yardwaste Recycling
Center (YRC) was designed for this
specific purpose and need - to
have a location dedicated to the
disposal of yardwaste and organics.

Despite spring being the season of gardening and yard work, many professionals agree that fall
is as important, if not more important because many plants and trees respond more positively
during this time of the year.
Fall is a great time to mulch. Not only does it help to retain moisture, accommodate gardenfriendly critters and prevent weed growth in the autumn months, but it also helps to insulate
and protect your garden plants from the oncoming cold.
It is tempting to trim back and cut down natives and perennials. However, you should refrain!
The best time for this is in the late winter months after the plants have gone dormant. Waiting
until February or early spring is a great time to trim back to keep the roots safe and provide
extra food and habitat for wildlife.

Planting Trees in the Fall
September through November is the prime time for
planting trees. When planted in the fall, trees are
allowed an opportunity for roots to grow and become
established well before a winter freeze, avoiding the
hot arid summer months that could make growth
difficult for newly planted trees.

Rain down the Storm Drain; Not Leaves
Don’t rake, sweep or blow leaves, grass clippings or
yard debris into the street or storm drain. This practice
is discouraged due to the problems it causes to our
water quality and stormwater drainage system.
In fact, this is a violation of City Code Section 96-27.
Even though yardwaste is organic, it adds nutrients to
streams that contribute to algae growth. Not only that,
it degrades the water quality of the streams the drains
flow to and can even clog storm drains - causing
flooding in streets, intersections and neighborhoods.

Hours of Operation
Open Tuesday-Saturday
8 a.m. - 6 p.m.

summer hours:

first tuesday in april until first tuesday in nov.

winter hours:

The usual suspects of limbs, sticks,
leaves and grass clippings are
always accepted. Beyond those,
we accept debris from gardens and
even fall organic decorations like
cornstalks, gourds, pumpkins and
hay bales (remove wire or string).

8 a.m. -5 p.m.

first tuesday in nov. until first tuesday in april

Seasonal Sundays
fall hours:

What is Accepted
Fall garden upkeep

FACILITY DETAILS

1 p.m. - 5 p.m.

first sunday in nov. thru first sunday in dec.

Closed Holidays
thanksgiving:
christmas day:

Thursday, Nov. 28
Wednesday, Dec. 25

What is Not Accepted
Rootballs, rocks, lawn bags,
boxes, limbs that do not match
specifications (listed to the left)
and trash - even if raked up with
yardwaste. These are exceptions
for disposal at the landfill.

YARDWASTE

RECYCLING CENTER
3790 S. FARM RD 119

BRUSH DISPOSAL FEES

FEE

Car/SUV/Pickup or Trailer
up to 8 ft. in bed length

$8.00

Trailer – 8-12 ft

$15.00

Trailer – 13-16 ft.

$20.00

FRANKLIN AVE

Dump Truck

$30.00

731 N. FRANKLIN AVE.

Large Volume fee
per cu. yard

$5.00

MOMulch Product Pricing
Made from locally-generated chipped and ground wood waste from limbs,
sticks and brush. MOMulch is a real value and is available year-round.
MOMulch and MOPost product sales support waste management efforts
and environmental education for our community.
May be purchased in bulk only at the Yardwaste Recycling Center (YRC).
Bags may be purchased at all recycling center locations.
Cash and check are the only payment forms accepted.

Wood Mulch per cubic yard    $7
Fine Wood Mulch per cubic yard   $16
Bagged 1 cubic foot   
$3
No warranties or refunds are available for purchased materials.

Leaves and Grass Clippings
Thanks for not sweeping, raking or
blowing leaves into the street or storm
drain. Please bag them and bring them
to any of our three recycling centers.
There is a 10 bag limit at the Lone Pine
and Franklin Ave. centers.
pro tip:

Avoid the lines and eliminate
multiple trips by disposing of
yardwaste at the YRC.
hate to wait: Visit between Wednesday
and Fridays for lower traffic times.

LONE PINE
3020 S. LONE PINE AVE.
BE APPRECIATED AT THE YRC!

Customer Appreciation &
The Day of Smashing Pumpkins
Saturday, Nov. 2 | 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
byop: bring your own pumpkins

NO STINK IN THE SINK
Don’t cause a pain in your drain.
It’s normal for a little food to go down the drain in the kitchen, but even if you have
a garbage disposal, the sink is not an ideal place to dispose of certain substances.
Rather than washing or flushing away unused goods, proper disposal is key to
preventing clogged pipes, costly plumber bills and sewer infrastructure problems
throughout our City.
Eliminate the stink and keep food – and other things – out of your drains and pipes
by following these easy tips.
Learn more at springfieldmo.gov/wastewater

THINGS THAT
SHOULD
NEVER
GO DOWN
YOUR DRAIN

We have all dumped leftovers or scraps
in our drains, but can that really have
an effect on our pipes and the City
sewer? The short answer is, yes.
It may be easier, but it can cause
irreparable harm to the sewer system
and sewer laterals from your home.

Coffee Grounds

Fats, Oils and Grease

Grounds can smell good
in a stinky drain, but they
stick together in the pipes
and can contribute to
blockages. It is best to add
coffee grounds to your
home compost or toss
into the trash.

Ever heard of a fatberg?
If you wash fats, oils and
grease down your sink, then
you have likely contributed
to making one.
Fatbergs are large solid
masses in the sewer that are
created from a mixture of
items (including wipes) the
base being fats, oils and greases.
This is because these materials slow
in your pipes and the sewer as they
cool and congeal - collecting other
materials as they pass.
It is best to collect excess from your
cooking and place into a jar or can.
Once full, it can be capped and thrown
into the trash for disposal.

Eggshells
It’s been said that eggshells can help
sharpen disposal blades, although
professional opinion suggests that this
is actually more harmful than helpful.
Rinse them and throw those shells in
the compost or toss into the trash.

Flour
We have all cooked with flour. It is
generally used as a thickening agent.
When flour is put down a drain and
mixes with water, it is just as gloopy
and difficult to remove as it was on
that whisk or spoon you used to mix
up your baked goods earlier.

Dairy Products
This includes milk, yogurt, butter
and even margarine. The reasoning
isn’t the same for each, but they can
either congeal and create blockages
or, in the case of milk, create
issues due to the additional oxygen
necessary to break it down.

Bones
The occasional fish bone is fine, but
you should never purposely throw
bones, fish or other, in your disposal.

Pasta
Noodles don’t stop absorbing water
and liquids once they are taken off of
the stove or once the meal is eaten.
Instead, they will continue to absorb
liquid in the pipes, causing a sticky
and stopped-up mess.

Rice
Same story as pasta!
Save for leftovers or make sure it is
scraped into the trash.

Produce Stickers
You wouldn’t wash normal stickers
down the drain, so do not rinse these
down, either.
They are not water-soluble and will
create issues along the sewer and in
the filtration at wastewater facilities.

PROPER DISPOSAL OF
MEDICATIONS AND SHARPS

1
2
3
4
5
6

Step 1
Obtain a well-rinsed detergent
bottle or other chemical jug.
Drop the sharp end of the object
first and reseal bottle or jug. Store
in a secure place until nearly full.

Step 2
When nearly full, add a mixture
of one part bleach and nine parts
water. Let this sit for thirty minutes.

Step 3
After the solution has sat for thirty
minutes, pour into a toilet and
flush to the sewer.
Be sure that no sharps or solid
objects pour out.

Step 4
Once emptied, reseal the jug or
bottle with its lid - preventing any
sharps or solids from falling out.

Step 5
Tape vertically across the cap and
body of the jug. Then tape around
the center to secure the lid from
any potential opening.

Step 6
Once it is sealed with the lid and
taped securely it may be disposed
of in the trash.

Medication Disposal
We’ve seen it on TV and even
been told in the past that flushing
medications were an acceptable
disposal method. Unfortunately, this is wrong.
Medications are a pollutant to our waterways when
flushed down the toilet. Instead, follow these steps:

Step 1 Collect unused or old medications.
Step 2 Place in a sealed container, such as a
sandwich bag, bottle or jar. Do not crush.

Step 3 Mix in an unappealing substance, such as
coffee grounds, kitty litter, dirt, etc.
Step 4 Throw into household trash.
Step 5 Scratch out or peel off any personal

NEVER FLUSH OR WASH THESE OTHER ITEMS DOWN THE DRAIN:

information on medication containers before disposal.

Kitty litter (even the “flushable” kind), cotton swabs, paint, household cleaners, cotton balls,
toothpaste tubes, feminine hygeine products, plastic wrappers, cosmetic wipes, dental floss,
contact lenses, cigarette butts, chewing gum, hair, band-aids and, of course, “flushable” wipes

RECOMMENDED DISPOSAL OPPORTUNITY:
MEDICATION TAKEBACK SCHEDULED FOR OCTOBER 26

