City of Springfield Citizen’s Guide to

STORMWATER:
PROTECTING
OUR WATERWAYS
WATER QUALITY STARTS WITH YOU
Water is essential to our daily lives and our quality of life for drinking, fishing, swimming and other uses. It is
important to understand that we all live downstream and that our water practices and management have a
direct effect on the quality of the water that others, and ourselves, use daily. In this guide are practical ways
you can prevent stormwater pollution to protect our waterways and contribute to a healthy ecosystem.

STORM DRAINS FLOW DIRECTLY TO WATERWAYS
Storm drains are the drains you see in streets and parking lots that the rainwater flows into during a storm.
Unlike indoor sewer drains, these do not go to one of the City’s wastewater treatment plants to be cleaned and
released back into the stream. Storm drains flow directly into the nearest stream or lake, or in some cases, into
a sinkhole that is connected to groundwater and springs.

REPORT WATER POLLUTION: (417) 864.1011
FIND OUT MORE AT springfieldmo.gov/stormwater

BE THE SOLUTION
STORMWATER POLLUTION
Monitoring and controlling certain forms of pollutants can be tricky, especially when it comes to “nonpoint” pollutants, which are from a variety of sources such as residential yard treatments and practices.
A simple change to practices at your home can make a big difference to communities downstream.

CHEMICALS & LIQUIDS
Pesticides, insecticides, fertilizers, oils, fuels and other
chemicals are a hazard to our water supply. If you can’t
ingest it, then precautions should be made to keep it out
of our groundwater and waterways.

LEAVES, GRASS & BRUSH. OH MY!

Call our Household Chemical Collection Center at
(417)864.2000 to set up an appointment. They will ensure
that these items are disposed of properly.

Proper yardwaste disposal is important.
After raking, mowing or weedeating, it is important
to realize that even though the material is organic,
it should not be blown or swept into roads or storm
drains. In fact, this is prohibited by City code.
Instead, yardwaste, brush and debris can be disposed
of at the Yardwaste Recycling Center. Grass and leaves
may be disposed of at Lone Pine and Franklin Ave.
recycling centers. Of course, you can always use it for
home compost.
Call the Recycling Hotline for details (417)864.1904

YARD ETHIC

Test your soil
Plant for Pollinators
Harvest the Rain

Individuals, families, businesses and community groups can adopt a preselected portion of a stream, creek or drainageway and help with independent
one-time cleanups or annual periodic cleanups. All you have to do is provide
your time and we will provide the tools and resources for you to organize
your stream cleanup.
Volunteer to help clean our streams at springfieldmo.gov/adoptastream
Maybe you aren’t sure about volunteering and want to do everything you can
from home. If so, roll up your sleeves and install a rain garden in your yard.
Get directions and tips at springfieldmo.gov/raingardens

The benefits of a healthy lawn go
beyond curb appeal and the satisfaction of a job well
done. A healthy lawn will create the right environment
for plants to thrive while holding the soil in place
and allowing water to soak in rather than leave your
property as stormwater runoff. Healthy soils will
require fewer fertilizers and other amendments,
saving you time and money while preventing excess
nutrients from entering our waterways.

GAS

The Yard Ethic program encourages the implementation
of practices that save money, beautify your yard, conserve
water, reduce stormwater pollution and create habitat
through the recommendation of the following:

Make a difference and clean a stream by
volunteering for the Adopt-A-Stream Program.

Before you start to toil,
be sure to test your soil.

RVR LUV

Investing in a healthy yard good for you, good for your neighbor.

OTHER WAYS TO CONTRIBUTE

Not only does it cut back on your
water bill, but it is a smart and sustainable way to
utilize a resource that otherwise would soak into the
ground or run off into the storm drain.
Consider purchasing a rain barrel, but save the receipt!
See if you may be eligible for the Right as Rain rain
barrel rebate at jamesriverbasin.com/rain-barrel

SCOOP THE POOP
Sure, some animal waste makes great fertilizer. Dog
poop is not one of them! Not only is pet waste an
eyesore and an inconvenience, but it can also carry
disease, parasites and bacteria that are dangerous to
other pets and water quality.
Be responsible and Scoop the Poop!

Harvest the Rain.

Plant a Tree
Build a Rain Garden
Compost

VEHICLE RUNOFF
Oil and water still don’t mix.

Let us help you to get started down the path of
improving soil health and protecting water quality by
providing you with a FREE soil test and FREE threeyear nutrient management plan tailored to your
yard’s specific needs.
To see if you qualify, call (417) 836.4847
and go to jamesriverbasin.com/lawn-steward

When cleaning or servicing our vehicles and equipment, it is
important to take precautions to collect any liquids removed
or even drippings from those being added.
Not only does this prevent stains on your driveway and garage
floor, but it keeps harmful chemicals (even soaps) from
running off of our concrete surfaces and into storm drains or
absorbing into our groundwater.
Use a drip pan, it’s easy!

By participiating in the program you can become certified
and show off your commitment proudly with the provided
Yard Ethic certification yard sign!
Find more yard maintenance resources and learn more
about the certification program at YardEthic.com

T RA S H

TOP ON THE TRASH!
Trust us, we know that trash can pile up!
Keeping your bin’s lid closed will help prevent additional
litter from falling or blowing out and affecting streets
and nearby waterways.

WHAT IS A WATERSHED? W E A L L LIVE DOW NSTR EAM
Most of Springfield’s runoff ends up in the James River and Table Rock Lake while some of it flows north into the
Sac River and Stockton Lake. Runoff can pick up pollution along its journey to a waterway. Where the rain lands
determines where it ends up. The land area through which stormwater flows in order to reach a stream, creek or river
is called a watershed.
The Springfield area is made up of many small watersheds (shown on the map below). These small watersheds drain into
one of two larger watersheds – the James River or the Sac River. Some portions of the Springfield area are not part of
a smaller watershed, but drain directly into the James River or the Sac River. These two watersheds are each part of
different, larger watersheds that eventually drain to the Gulf of Mexico.
MY WATERSHED ADDRESS:

These watersheds are part of the
larger Sac River Watershed.

Sac River (Stockton Lake)
Osage River
Missouri River
Mississippi River
Gulf of Mexico

These watersheds are part of the
larger James River Watershed.

James River
White River (Table Rock Lake)
Mississippi River
Gulf of Mexico

WATERSHED ADDRESS W H E RE YOUR WATER G OES
Find where you live on the map above and determine which small watershed you live in. The small watersheds are
outlined in black (ex. Galloway Creek). If the watershed you live in is blue, it is part of the larger James river watershed.
If the watershed you live in is green, it is part of the larger Sac River watershed. To complete your watershed address,
fill in the appropriate blank on the above right to either the James River or Sac River with the name of the small
watershed you live in. It is possible that you live in an area that drains directly to the James River or the Sac River rather
than to a smaller watershed first. If so, your watershed address starts with either the James River or the Sac River.

CONTACTS

SOCIAL MEDIA

springfieldmo.gov/stormwater
springfieldmo.gov/environment
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